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United States 
Information 
Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20547 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM 

SUBJECT 

The Honorable 
David R. Gergen 

l.l) 

AUG 1 o 1983 

Assistant to the President 
for Communications 

The White House 

Charles z. Wi ~ / . 
Director '(;1/{/1./V 

USIA 
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USIA/TV Coverage of President Mobutu of Zaire 

President Mobutu of Zaire. was vid~gtaped by USIA-TV in his suite 
at the Madison Hotel on Friday afternoon, August_S:_ The - interview 
was conduct_ed by VOA correspondent, Idris.sa Sey ou ia. 

Earlier Friday, another brief interview was taped with State 
Department spokesman Pierre Shostal. His comments, in French, 
briefly described President Mobutu's visit to Washington. 

The two interviews were sent immediately on to the post. The 
tapes will be used in our Kinshasa cultural center and - in all 
probability, according to the post - will be aired on TV Zaire. 
The VOA has audio tracks of the interviews. 

• · 
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URCLASSIIED 
{Classification)­

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMI'l'TAL FORM" 
S/S 8 400946 ·------

Date January 23, 1984 

For: 'Mr. Ro_b~ r t. ,c. McFarlane 
Na~i onal Secur ity Council 
The Whi te Hous e 

Re fe renc e: 

To : Dodie Livingston From: Dr. Louis s. Lunardini 

Da t e: December 13, 1983 Subject: Requests Department of State 

to use its influence to help missionaries, Doug and Ruth Welch 

WH Referral Dated: January 10, 1984 NSC ID # 19398'5 --- -Tif cin~-

The a tta c hed item was sent directly to the 
Depar tment of State. 

Act i on Taken : 

X 

Remarks: 

A d raft reply is attached. 

A d raft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is a ttached. 

We bel i eve no response is necessary for t h e reaso n 
c i t ed below. 

The Department of State has no objection t o the 
propose d travel. 

Other. 

~~ UNCLASSIFIED cut i ve Secre tary ' 

{Classification) 



Dr. Louis Lunardin i 
Minister 

-%#~f(}0706 
l 11ikd ~I.it<·-- l l1·11;1r l1 nt'11 I 1i1· '.',i,1k 

January 24, 1984 

Forest Hills Presbyterian Church 
709 Linebaugh Ave nue 
Tampa , Flor ida 3361 2 

Dear Dr . Lunardini : 

The White House has asked me t o reply to your cable of 
December 13, 1983 concerning the welfare of Presbyterian mis­
sionary Douglas Welch. 

We are following the situation close ly and our Ambassador 
in Kins hasa has made clear to the Zairian authorities our 
i nte r es t in seeing the problem is resolved as quickly as 
possible so that Mr . Welch can continue working in Zaire . We 
unde rstand that Mr. Welch and the Church in Zaire have pre­
sented his case clearly to the authoriti e s, a nd we hope that 
the Zairian governme nt will arrive at an early and favorable 
deci sion. 

If I can be of any futhe r assistance to y ou, please do 
not he sitate to contact me . 

Sincerely, 

Pierre Shostal 
Director, Office of 

Ce ntral African Affairs 
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T H E W H I T E H O U S E 
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0 F F I C E 

JANUARY 10, 1984 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

xx xxxxx 

193985 

TELEGRAM, DATED DECEMBER 13, 1983 

DODIE LIVINGSTON 

DR. LOUIS S. LUNARDINI 
MINISTER 
FOREST HILLS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

SUBJECT: WANTS DEPARTMENT OF STATE TO USE ITS 
INFLUENCE TO KEEP MISSIONAIRIES DOUG AND 
RUTH WELCH IN ZAIRE 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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ON DECEMBER 13 1983 THE GENERAL A, • . EX FROM MISSIONARYS 
OF AMERICA RECEIVED A TEL EXPEi LED 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ·E IN DANGER OF BEING - - • 
ND RUTH WELCH WER. . H 

TELLING US THAT DOUG A . . . ACTIONS. DOUG WELC 
1 S THEIR POLITICAL • _ 
l~ooM ZAIRE. THE REASON GIVEN I, - MM'(SSJONER OR MEMBER OF 

r~ • . - A PEOPU~S CO . ~ •• 
VISITED A PARLIAMENTARIAN (IE, • 

. ' ' 

PARLIAMENT) THIS COMMISSIONER HAS BEEN RELEGATE D TO HIS VILLAGE 

BECAUSE HE OPPOSED MARSHALL MOBUTU AND ATTEMPTED TO BUILD A SECOND 

POLITICAL PARTY OPPOSING MOBUTU WHO IS PRESIDENT FOR LIFE. DOUG WELCH 

HAD GONE TO SEE THE COMMISSIONER TO ENLIST HIS HELP IN BUILDING A 

BRIDGE WHICH PEOPLE NEED. THE COMMISSIONER IS NOT ALLOW TO LEAVE HIS 

VILLAGE BUT WE UNDERSTAND THAT HE IS ALLOWED TO RECEIVE VISITORS ONE 

AT A TIME. DOUG AND RUTH ARE WORKING FOR THE GOOD OF THE PEOPLE OF 

ZAIRE AND WE BELIEVE THAT HE HAS DONE NOTHING WRONG. ON THE CONTRARYf 

IT IS HARMFUL TO THE PEOPLE OF ZAIRE TO EXPELL DOUG AND RUTH WELCH. 

THIS INFORMATION HAS COME TO THE FOREST HILLS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

OFFICE THROUGH JOHN PRITCHARD AFRICAN SECRETARY FOR THE DIVISION OF 

INTERNATIONAL MISSSIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY MISSION BOARD PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH USA. (TELEPHONE 404-873-1531 EXTENSION 301) DOUG AND RUTH 

WELCH ARE WORKING FOR THE GOOD OF THE ZAIRIAN PEOPLE AND HAVE NO 

DESIRE TO BE INTERPRETED IN THEIR ACTIVITIES AS OPPOSING THE 



. . 

GOVERNMENT OF MARSHALL MOBUTU. THE OFFICERSp THE STAFF AND THE 700 

MEMBERS OF THE FOREST HILLS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH EXPRESS THEIR CONCERN 

IN THIS MATTER AND URGE THE STATE DEPARTMENT TO USE ITS INFLUENCE TO 

KEEP DOUG AND RUTH WELCH IN ZAIRE TO CONTINUE THEIR WORK IN MBUJI 

MAYI. THIS MATTER IS OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE, THESE MISSIONARYS MAY BE 

EXPELLED WITHIN THE NEXT 24 HOURS. 

DR LOUIS S LUNARDINI, MINISTER 

FOREST HILLS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

1137 EST 

1145 EST 



----

AfJ3JtJt/ 
:3/otJ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS! II NG TON 

(!,[) 17 7 

A~ftl~,kv~ 
Dear Mr. President: 

I have followed developments in Zaire with 
particular interest since your visit to 
Washington this past summer. The statesmanlike 
policies you are following and the strategic 
importance of your country make Zaire a major 
African partner of the United States. 

The economic measures recently agreed upon by 
Zaire and its international partners are important 
and far-reaching. Approval of the IMF program, 
the subsequent Paris Club debt rescheduling and 
the successful Consultative Group meeting are 
milestones. They demonstrate that, working 
together, we can build a strong and pros2erous 
Zaire. 

The success of your economic program will depend 
upon continuing your courageous liberalization 
and stabilization policies. I know that this 
program requires sacrifice and am aware of what 
it means for the Zairian people. Economic 
recovery has also been difficult for ·the United 
States. It has required sacrifice and tough 
economic measures. Our experience shows that 
staying the course best serves the people . I am 
confident that Zaire will choose the same path. 

Adhering to IMF performance criteria, the Paris 
Club repayment schedules, the anti-corruption 
c a mpaign"'."'_-as well as respect for human rights-­
will create a solid base of support , particularly 
in the Congress and with the American people. 
Such support is essential in our efforts to 
provide assistance to Zaire. 

I value the long-standing fri e ndship between our 
two countries . We have many common interests, 
including our d e sire for re~ional stability 
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in Central Africa, including Chad. In the budget 
request for the nex t fiscal year, which soon will 
be submitted to Congress, I will be requesting an 
incre ase in assistance to your country. 

I believe that Zaire is at a crucial point in 
its history. Your decision to pursue sound 
economic, social and political policies offers 
a bright future for your people. The path you 
have chosen will strengthen the U.S.-Zairian 
partnership a nd I look forward to keeping in 
close contact with you on the important issues 
which we share. 

Sincerely, 

Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko 
President of the Republic of Zaire 
Kinsha sa 

AUTOP~NNE O AN D RETURNE D TO 
NOT RF.: V JC·lF: O B Y ORM. v~ ·:Y ---- ---------------- ON 



TH E WHITE HO U SE 

WAS HINGTON 

Dear Mr. President: 

It has been just over a year since you and I had 
an opportunity to talk, and I would like to 
express my great satisfaction at the excellent 
state of relations between our two countries. 
We have consulted closely on issues of common 
interest, such as the search for peace in 
southern Africa and Chad. Your strong support 
for President Habre has been most important in 
stabilizing the situation there. In our bi­
lateral relations, the recent signing of the 
investment treaty will strengthen our economic 
ties. 

I have been impressed and encouraged by the 
progress you have made in your economic reform 
program. Price controls have been lifted, 
foreign trade has been liberalized, the value of 
the zaire is now determined by the market, and 
more foreign exchange is available for imports. 
In addition, inflation has recently dropped 
sharply, the budget deficit has been significantly 
reduced, and more debt payments to creditors are 
being made on time. 

Your nation has shown praiseworthy foresight and 
discipline in pursuing the economic reform program, 
and I believe that continued progress will, in 
large measure, depend on the reliance placed on 
free markets and the degree to which government 
enterprises are put on a more businesslike basis. 
You have my personal good wishes, and those of 
my government, as you continue your rigorous 
efforts to restore and strengthen the Zairian 
economy. 

As you know, we have supported your efforts. In 
December 1983 we responded favorably to Zaire's 
request for debt rescheduling in the Paris Club. 

D / RELEASED 
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Our assistance to Zaire has been increased to /£)L)£)£f!!J::Z, 
$45 million, and we have asked the Congress for 
another increase next year. 

We are also working for broader political under­
standing of the importance of our relationship. 
Zaire continues to receive close scrutiny by the 
Congress and the American public on human rights 
issues. We were gratified, therefore, by your 
decision to open Zairian prisons to visits by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross. Con·.­
tinued progress on human rights can make this 
issue among Zaire's most important achievements, 
and will make it possible for my Administration 
to seek the cooperation of the Congress. 

I wish to take the occasion of this letter to 
introduce Brandon Grove, Jr., as my new ambassador 
to Zaire. He is a highly experienced diplomat 
with distinguished service in some of our most 
important posts. He has my full confidence. 
I have instructed Ambassador Grove to work for 
continued strengthening of our bilateral rela­
tions, and to consult closely with you and your 
government on the important issues we both face. 
It is particularly important that we stay in 
close touch on the situation in southern Africa, 
an area where our common interests are at stake. 

You have my best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Marsh 1 obu_tu Sese Seko 
President of the Republic of Zaire 
Kinshasa 

AUTOPENNED AND RETURNED 
NOT REVIEWED BY ORM. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. President: 

Some four months have passed since your last visit 
to the United States, during which you met with 
Vice President Bush, Secretary of Defense Weinberger, 
and Ambassador Walters. I would like to take 
advantage of Ambassador Grove's consultations in 
Washington to reaffirm to you my government's and 
my personal satisfaction with the strong relation­
ship that exists between our two countries, and to 
make clear my firm wish that our friendship and 
cooperation continue to develop along these very 
positive lines. 

Zaire's pivotal role in building peace and stability 
in Africa has never been more important than it is 
today. Your strong leadership, manifest in so many 
issues which affect your continent's future, is 
something which I value greatly. My government 
looks forward to being able to rely on your con­
tinued counsel and support. 

As I write to you, events in Angola are unfolding 
rapidly. We are determined to move the negotiations 
forward, and in the meantime will give Jonas Savimbi 
effective support as he continues to resist the 
Soviet and Cuban presence there. I had a good 
meeting with Mr. Savimbi here, and am determined 
that the United States make a difference in Angola 
by using its influence to work for peace, to reduce 
Soviet influence, and thereby to reduce the threat 
to Zaire. It is also important that we stay in 
close touch on Sudan and Uganda, other neighbors 
of yours experiencing civil conflict. 

I am concerned by recent indications of the threat 
that Mu'ammar Qadhafi's Libyan regime holds for your 
nation and for you personally. My government has 
made its concern over this matter known to your 
neighbors and to key European governments. I have 
asked that we follow this new threat carefully and 
stay in close touch with you. 

DECLASSIFIED/ RELEASED 
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Let me assure you that we are acutely aware of the 
sacrifices Zaire has made over the past three years 
in implementing its adjustment program. However, 
there are important opportunities at hand for 
additional economic assistance to Zaire through 
the World Bank's Special Facility for Africa, as 
well as action on Secretary Baker's proposed 
channeling of IMF Trust Fund reflows to countries 
such as Zaire which are undertaking serious economic 
reform efforts. Both of these programs offer the 
prospect of additional support to Zaire, and have 
the strong support of the United States. 

With great diligence, the United States has assisted 
Zaire by more than doubling its bilateral economic 
assistance over this period of economic adjustment, 
and we hope to continue to augment our aid. In this 
regard , Ambassador Grove and our USAID mission 
shortly will begin discussions with your government 
for the design of a proposed new project under our 
program to encourage economic reform in Africa. 
We are also planning, with your government, a new 
multi-year economic development project in Central 
Shaba, as well as an important expansion of Peace 
Corps activities. We believe that combining your 
continued efforts towards restructuring your 
economy with such enhanced external assistance 
will yield our shared goal of an economically 
strong and growing Zaire~ 

Mr. President, I am leased to reaffirm the United 
States' strong commitment fo'" the Republic of Zaire an to s upporting your nation's immensely impressive 
efforts at establishing . a framework for sustained 
e..c.o _ ic growth. I am convinced that as we and 
your other friends work together with you, Zaire 
will be able to achieve this important mutual goal. 

Sincerely, 

Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko 
President of the Republic of Zaire 
Kinshasa 

RETURNED TO ({J . / C!_ ~ L 
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A proposed letter f~om t he President to Pres ide nt Mobutu 
of Zaire is attached . Ambassador Walters would deliver i t on 
his visi t to Zaire . The letter calls upon Mobutu to coope ra te 
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Dear Mr . President: 

The last few weeks have prompted renewed reflection on the 

relations between the United States and other governments. 

Fortunately, there are many with whom we have excellent ties 

although we cannot expect all of ou r friends to agree with us 

all the time . But , I take comfort in the r ealization that , 

throughout the period you have served at the helm of Zaire , our 

two countri es have been steady, constructive and even 

courageous partners in Africa and beyond . 

Over the course of those two decade s, successive American 

Presidents have tried in their own fashion to indicate American 

appreciation for your friendship, some perhaps with great e r 

enthusias1n t han others. For my part, we have wo rked vigor ously 

with the Congress to increase assistance le ve ls and against 

stiff opposition have doubl e d the total s ince 19 83 . 

Unfortunately, we have had only modest succ ess in the field of 

military assistance, where the House of Representatives has 

persistently rebuffed our efforts to provi de fund ing at a level 

His Ex cellency, 
Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko Kuku Ng bendu Wa Za Banga, 

The President, 
The Repub lic of Zaire. 

DECLASSIFIED/ RELEAS~O 
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more consistent with Zaire's needs. Although my Administration 

will continue to push for an augmentation of U.S. security 

assistance to Zaire, with the current budgetary crisis it 

appears doubtful that we will be successful in obtaining our 

proposed increase to $12.0 million next year. 

Secretary Weinberger informs me, however, that his staff 

has given intensive attention to the kind offer you made last 

fall concerning the possible utilization of Zairian facilities 

at Kitona and Kamina. Kamina has indeed a potential utility 

for training and exercises for U. S. forces that is being 

further developed. Secretary Weinberger is writing you in more 

detail presenting a procedure for jointly developing these 

possibilities . 

I have been particularly impressed by Zaire's commitment 

to economic reform, and recognize the profound but necessary 

sacrifices which your citizenry has made . We view your 

continued adherence to the IMF program as crucial to the 

achievement of sustained economic growth. You have 

demonstrated this characteristic courage elsewhere, too, by 

re-establishing relations with Israel, dispatching your troops 

to resist Libyan aggression in Chad, and making clear your 

vision of southern African problems . These mea sures all 

testify to the similarity of our foreign policy objectives and 

our support for the free market. 



-3-

I understand that misunderstandings have arisen which 

pr omp t ed you to move towards curtailment of some cooperative 

bilateral efforts, specifically our Peace Corps program and 

military exercises. As Ambassador Walters' visit at my r eques t 

attests, we believe that urgent consultation is needed to 

address these misunderstandings. I hope that you and 

Ambassador Walters will be able to make progress in this 

regard. I would like to see a harmonious climate r estored to 

our bilateral relationship, free of the public airing of 

differences and of unilateral actions. 

As you know, I value your friendship greatly and am 

confident that working together we may preserve and e xpand t he 

ties and interests our countries share in common. I hope it 

will be possible to see you in Washington later this yea r. 

Sincerely, 

Ronal d Reagan 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C . 20506 

February 18, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRANK C. CARLUCCI 

FROM: HERMAN J. COHENI: 

SUBJECT: CSIS Roundtable for President Mobutu -
Issue 

NetlSecAdvilor 
halaeen 

Whether to accept CSIS' invitation to attend a roundtable for 
President Mobutu on February 23, 1987 (Tab I). 

Background 

It will essentially be a question and answer session from 10:00 
a.m. to noon. The project was suggested by the Zairian 
Ambassador to help burnish Mobutu's image with American 
intellectuals, especially those in the academic world who 
constantly disparage him as an African leader. It is a good idea 
because Mobutu handles himself well in those situations. 

Mobutu would appreciate your coming because your presence would 
heighten the prestige of the event. However, it is a full two 
hours and you will be seeing him privately in your office after 
he sees the Vice President that same afternoon. I have been 
invited separately and plan to attend, so I could represent you 
and the NSC. I don't expect that Mobutu would be upset if you do 
not attend. 

DanAfoward concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you decline the invitation, and indicate that I will be 
representing you an~-->7 NSC :taff. 

Approve ~ .- Disapprove 

Attachment 

Tab I CSIS Letter of Invitation 
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Center for Strategic & International Studies 
Georgetown University • Washington DC 

February 12, 1987 

Mr. Frank Carlucci 
Assistant to the President for National 

Security Affai r s -- NSC 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20506 

Dear A!~bassador Carlucci: 

/ 6 r.. -; 

President Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire will be the guest of the 
Center's African Studies Program on Monday morning, February 23. 
I hope that you will be able to accept our invitation to 
participate in an off-the-record roundtable meeting with one of 
Africa's most notable heads of state. 

The roundtable will be held in the Wadsworth Room on Floor B-1 of 
the International Club buildin~ here at 1800 K Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. Since we will convene promptly at 10 a.m., 
please arrive no later than 9:45 to clear security, find your 
place at the table, and have a cup of coffee. The meeting will 
end at 12 noon. 

We will begin with some brief introductory remarks by President 
Mobutu (15 or 20 minutes) on the economic and political outlook 
in Zaire and on the larger African scene. We will then open the 
session to an exchange between roundtable participants and 
President Mobutu. Simultaneous translation facilities will be 
available for guests who do not speak French. 

Please telephone my office (202 887-0219 or 202 775-3158) to let 
us know if you will or will not be able to accept this 
invitation. Either Ev Barnes, Gary Armstrong, or Gerald Seaman 
will have the invitation list at hand to take your message. 
Since places are very limited at a roundtable, we need to have 
your answer as soon as possible. 

n 
African Studies 

1800 K Street Northwest. Suite 400 • Washington. DC 20006 • Telephone 202/ 887-0200 
Cable Address. CENSTRAT TWX: 7108229583 



~TIAL THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 29, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR DONALD T. REGAN 

FROM: ALTON G. KEEL f~ 

C:. 
8 4 8 2 JI-tit),;./~ 1' 

-~~ ~a/:/ 1" 
,_A/d)fJOI-OI 

/~p// 
ruPot-lL 

SUBJECT: Request for Air Support for President Mobutu 

Attached is a request from the Department of State requesting 
that air support be provided on December 6 for President Mobutu 
and his party and again on December 12. The NSC concurs with the 
State Department's request. 

/ 
cc: .Richard Riley 

/ Johnathan Miller 

Attachment: 

Tab A Incoming State Memo 

-CONFIDl!:NTrnL 
Declassify on: OADR 



Subject: 

8636501 
United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

November 26, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR VADM JOHN M. POINDEXTER 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Mobutu Official Working Visit: Request for Air 
Support 

#8482 

We would appreciate the White House arranging the 
following air support for the upcoming Official Working Visit 
of President Mobutu of Zaire: 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1986 

11:10 a.m. Two U.S. Presidential Helicopters (VH-3D) to take 
President Mobutu and his party from Andrews Air 
Force Base to the Washington Monument Grounds, 
Reflecting Pool. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1986 

10:15 a.m. Two U.S. Presidential Helicopters (VH-3D) to take 
President Mobutu and his party from the 
Washington Monument Grounds, Reflecting Pool, to 
Andrews Air Force Base. r --- ,///) 

/ . • 1(L 
/ ~ Nicholas Patt 

0-' Executive Secretary 

cc: John Miller 
John Nettles 

DECLASSIFIED 
NLS r:trx-o'l;q/3 -d-it/ 

• • • J 

BY /JfL. NARA. DATE (~/z;fA3 

CON~AL 
OADR 



_cGN-FrflENfrIAL 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR ALTON G. KEEL 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

RODNEY B. McDANIEL 

Request for Air Support for 
Mobutu Visit 

8482 

Attached at Tab I for your signature is a memorandum for Don 
Regan recommending aircraft support for the Official Working ~f PY8~derltf_;!.u of Zaire. 

~~nk L;~ nd Cl~~/ Murdock concur. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the memorandum to Don Regan at Tab I. 

Approve_pt,1 Disapprove 

Attachments: 
Tab I - Memorandum to Don Regan 

Tab A - State Memorandum dated 11/26 

~-€0NF-H)E~AL 
Declassify on: OADR 
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