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United States Department of State 

Wa shington , D.C. 20520 

November 29, 1986 

~-
MEMORANDUM FOR VADM JOHN M. POINDEXTER ,, ~' 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Mobutu Visit: First Lady's Tea for Mrs. Mobutu, 
9 

In conjunction with the official working visit of 
President Mobutu of Zaire to Washington December 6-12, we 
believe a tea hosted by Mrs. Reagan in Mrs. Mobutu's honor 
would be appropriate. The President will meet and host a lunch 
for President Mobutu on Tuesday, December 9. 

We therefore recommend that Mrs. Reagan host a tea for 
Mrs. Mobutu on Tuesday, December 9. As is customary, the wives 
of Zairian Foreign Minister Kengo and Zaire Ambassador Nguz 
would also be recommended invitees to the function. 

~Pr11P~ L Nichola V Platt 
lf Executive Secretary 
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Dar Mr . Monza: 

Thank you for ?Our lett.r whic co cern d the bani hment 
of Zairian citiz n , Omba K bulo . You request9d that the 
Unit. d t es Govern ent s a .k his relcn. "' and in i ficat.i.on 
for his lleg d uff ring at th hands of th~ Zairi n 
authoriti a . 

The United State~ Government , princip~lly through our Rmbae ies 
overs~as, closely follows hnman rig t . &3 elopm n 5 throughout 
the world . Our ~mba gy in Ki sh a , Zair haa discu9sed our 
cone rn over human rights i sues r quent y with Zairi n offi-
ci ls at all levels . ,a will continue to onitor d~vQlopaents 
and raise i!:lsues o~ particul r concern wit:h the Government 
of Zair'7 , ns warr n ted . Pr sident .~obutu of Zaire recently 
announced th~ forrna ion o~ a rninisteridl le el Department of 
Citizens ' Rights nd Liberties to i veeti~ate a legations of 
abuses hy administra ive , military nd ju · c·a1 agents in ire . 
This n w D partm .nt will be mpowered to eeormnend action for 
redress of confirmed abuses . lthough th partm~nt is not 
4
0t fully functiona , v~ weleom it£ anno c ment ad will be 

ohserving its actions ov ~r the next aeveral onths . 

1r . Willin P. Men2 

Sineer ly, 

Patrick J. uchanan 
ssistant to the Prenident 

Anet~ International Group 159 
850 2 Rehoboth Court 
Vi.enn,1 , VA ::?2180 

PJB /D0S/KF/lynn {l PJBA} 



October 29 , 1986 

Patrick Buchanan 
White House Communications Director 
The White House 
Washington , DC , 20500 

Dear Mr. Buchanan: 

I am writing to ask for your help in obtaining the release from 
banishmnet of UMBA KABULO , a secondary school teacher from Likasi , Shaba 
Prov1nce , Zaire . He is now banished to Kamina by the Agence National de 
Documentarian, the National Police of Zaire_(A .N.D.). He is not allow 
to work an e must report to the A.N.D. office every day. He has told 
us that under banishment he is living a miserable existence and "surely 
I lost many years of my life. 11 

I am concerned about this man's health and safety and human rights . In 
January, 1984 he was arrested and held incommunicado in an unlit cell 
for five months, and then banished to his village of birth. This 
occurred after he had written a letter on October 14, 1983 to the 
Governor of Shaba Region criticizing Zaire's only allowed political 
party of not living up to its ideals. Specifically, he criticized 
shortages of medicines at hospitals and that most of Zaire ' s population 
was living in poverty and misery . 

Since he is prohibited from working he is destitute and dependent on 
family who he tells us are incapable of meeting even his basic needs . 
He suffers regularly from fever, flu, malaria and hypertension. He has 
no place to live . Despite the injustices against him , he indicates that 
he is still committed to justice in his beloved country. 

I understand that at least 15 other persons have been banished, like Mr. 
Umba Kabu1o, solely for political reasons, and that they are deprived of 
food, housing , health care, employment, schooling, and contact with 
villagers to where they are banished . Moreover , the A.N.D. rarely 
informs those banished what are the restrictions on their movements, how 
long they will be in force , or how to appeal against them . It is 
reported that these banishments start with detention without charge or 
trial and may involve torture . 

When Pope John Paul II visited Zaire in 1985 he met and forgave a 
Zairean soldier for a h~s crime . The soldier had attempted to rape a 
religious Nun who he then murdered . This soldier was pa~and 
released from prison by the President of Zai re . Surely, since such a 
terrible crime can be pardoned, there could be a pardon for a school 
teacher who wrote a letter . Don't you agree? 
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Amnesty lnternationa1 Group 159 members have been wr iting to Zairean 
officia1s on beha1f of Mr . Umba Kabu1o for two years and have yet to 
receive any reply from them , 1et a1one the re1ease of this prisoner of 
conscience. Perhaps, you cou1d he1p us because of your friendship with 
the President of Zaire . We wou1d 1ike to see the case of Mr . Umba 
Kabu1o investigated and more important that he be re1eased from 
banishment and that those responsib1e for it indemnify him for the 
suffering and harm this punishment has caused him and his fami1y . 

Wi11 you p1ease he1p us? He1p this schoo1 teacher? This prisoner of 
conscience? 

Thank you for a11owing me to bring this matter to your attention . I 
1ook forward to your rep1y . 

Respectfu11y yours, 

w~CiJ~;j 
William P. Menza ~ 
Amnesty Internationa1 G oup 159 
8502 Rehoboth Court 
Vienna, VA, 22180 



Dear Mr. Menza , 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
SUGGESTED DRAFT 

Thank you for your letter ~itg Q Qeeeb c z £9 , 1 981 which 

concerned the banishment of a Zairian citizen , Umba Kabulo . You 

requested that the United States Government seek his release and 

indemnification for his alleged suffering at the hands of the 

Zairian authorities . 

The United States Government, principally through our 

Embassies overseas , closely follows human rights developments 

throughout the world . Our Embassy in Kinshasa , Zaire has 

discussed our concern over human rights issues frequently with 

Zairian officials at all levels . We will continue to monitor 

developments and raise issues of particular concern with the 

Government of Zaire , as warranted . YoM wi ll be !JJtetestea ta 

-k«oW Ltic!Q President Mobutu of Zaire recently announced the 

formation of a ministerial level Department of Citizens' Rights 

and Liberties to investigate allegations of abuses by 

administrative , military and judicial agents in Zaire. This new 

Department will be empowered to recommend action for redress of 

confirmed abuses . Although the Department is not yet fully 

functional , we welcome its announcement and will be observing its 

actions over the next several months . 

Sincerely , 

Mr . William P. Menza , 
Amnesty International Group 159 , 

8502 Rehoboth Court , 
Vienna, Virginia 22180 . 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
TRANSMITTAL FORM 

S/S 8636732 
December 8, 198 6 

Date 

For: Dr. Alton G. Keel, Jr. 
National Security Council 
The White House 

Reference: 

To: Patrick Buchanan From: Mr. William P. Menza 

Date: 10/29/86 Subject: Requests help in 
obtaining release from banishment of Umba Kabulo a secondary 
school teacher from Likasi, Shaba Province, Zaire 

WH Referral Date: 11/27/86 NSC ID# 445100 --------
THE ATTACHED ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY TO THE DEPARTMENT 
OF STATE 

Action Taken: 

xx 

Remarks: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached . 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

U Cl SSIFIED 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

0 F F I C E 

NOVEMBER 27 , 1986 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF: 

WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

445100 

LETTER , DATED OCTOBER 29, 1986 

PATRICK BUCHANAN 

MR. WILLIAM P . MENZA 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL GROUP 159 
8502 REHOBOTH COURT 
VIENNA VA 22180 

SUBJECT: REQUESTS HELP IN OBTAINING RELEASE FROM 
BANISHMENT OF UMBA KABULO A SECONDARY 
SCHOOL TEACHER FROM LIKASI, SHABA PROVINCE, 
ZAIRE 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECE I PT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-74 86. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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I NCOMI NG 
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MANAGEMENT. 



.. NOV 19 1986 
WASHINGTON, D. C., lc .... .... ...... ............. .. .................... 19 ....... . 

No. 132.62/ -!?-?-:56 7t'J 

v U / 77 

AMBASSADE DE LA REPUBLIQUE 

DU ZAIRE 

1800 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE. N . W. 

Objet: 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20009 

TEL: l202l 234 · 7690/ 91 

Dear Honorable, 

I have the honor to info~ you that I will be leaving 
for Zaire on of ficia l duty . 

Therefore, I will be ree±esegt ed ~ . ..,.-.i_.,__~ 

Minister Counselor, Charge d'Affaires a.i., at the Reception 
to be held on Monday, November 24,1986, for the Celebration 
of the 21st Anniversary of the New Regime, which you have 
been cordially invited to attend. 

Sincerely yours, 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 5, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY DOLAN 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND DIRECTOR OF 

SPEECHWRITING 

FROM: c. DEAN MCGRATH, JR. / (\{./,1L h 
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO (Jivi~qitk • 

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Departure Statement~­
President Mobutu of Zaire 

Counsel's office has reviewed the above-referenced proposed 
Presidential remarks and has no objection to their presentation 
by the President. 

cc: David L. Chew 



. ' Document No. ________ _ ., 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: ___ 12_/_0_4_/_8_6_ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 1: 00 December 5th 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRESIDENT MOBUTU OF ZAIBE DEPARTURE ST.iTEMENT 
(12/04 5:30 p.m. draft) 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ ~ MILLER· ADMIN. □ □ 

REGAN □ POINDEXTER ~ □ 
MILLER· 0MB □ □ RYAN □ □ 

BALL ✓ □ SPEAKES □ ~ 
BARBOUR □ □ SPRINKEL □ □ 

BUCHANAN a" □ SVAHN ✓ □ 
CHEW OP ~ THOMAS r/ □ 

DANIELS ;/ □ TUTTLE □ □ 

HENKEL □ □ WALLIS0N t S>✓ □ 

KING 

✓ 
□ DOLAN □ 

KING0N □ □ 0 

MASENG □ □ □ □ 

REMARKS: 

Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Tony Dolan 
by 1:00 p.m., 
Thank you. 

RESPONSE: 

Friday, December 5th, with an 

~· : J Wd tJ- J30 98Q 

info copy to my office. 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

Ext. 2702 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: 

(Rohrabacher edit/ARD) 
December 4, 1986 
5:30 p.m. 

PRESIDENT MOBUTU OF ZAIRE '~ 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1986 

President Mobutu and I have had the opportunity to review 

and renew one of our oldest and most solid friendships in Africa, 

that between the U.S. and the Republic of Zaire. Cooperation 

between the U.S. and Zaire under President Mobutu's leadership 

stretches back through 20 years and five U.S. administrations. 

In that time, American leaders have learned to place a 

particularly high value on President Mobutu's insights and 

counsel. 

President Mobutu has brought a consistent voice of good 

sense and good will to the international councils where African 

issues are considered, from the U.N., to the O.A.U., to the 

Non-Aligned movement. He qas stood uniformly for the peaceful 

settlements of disputes, but has not shrunk from his 

responsibilities when action was appropriate. In 1983, for 

example, he dispatched troops to assist Chad in defending itself 

against Libya's criminal aggression, this year, he came to the 

assistance of the government of Togo as it faced an 

externally-mounted coup attempt. 

Much of our discussion today focused on Zaire's heroic 

effort to complete its program of economic policy reform. As you 

know, Zaire has been engaged for nearly 4 years in a series of 

painful sacrifices and adjustments designed to rationalize and 

revive its economy, and to develop the potential of its private 

sector. We have tried to help by supplementing our regular 



. . 
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developroent assistance with special funds earmarked for African 

states who are undertaking serious steps toward reform. We have 

also encouraged our business community to look at the growing 

investroent opportunities in Zaire and will continue to do so. 

Unfortunately, Zaire's determined economic efforts have been 

greatly complicated by the severe drop in world market prices for 

its exports. President Mobutu and his people face a heavy 

foreign debt burden. We have encouraged Zaire to hold firm to 

the responsible, economic reforms it is attempting, while 

promising to do our best to ease the way. 

Naturally, President Mobutu and I also examined the regional 

situation, especially in southern Africa, where we share the 

goals of a rapid, peaceful end to apartheid, the independence of 

Namibia, and national reconciliation and~removal of all 

foreign forces stationed in Angola. President Mobutu brings 

great prestige and influence to bear on the range of southern 

African problems, and I welcome his recent efforts in seeking 

solutions to these issues. 

After today's meeting, we can be more confident that the 

future of U.S.-Zairian relations will remain close, prosperous, 

and productive. President Mobutu and his country's friendship 

with the U.S. is most appreciated. We are proud and pleased to 

have had him with us today. 

Thank you and God bless you. 



ff,- .. ( ~OH RABA CH ER l DEC EMBER 9, 
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Au, e1L-~ Es1o(Nfdi~BUIU OF ZAIRE 
- DEPAR TATEMENT 

PRESIDENT MOBUTU AND I HAVE HAD THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW AND RENEW ONE OF OUR 

OLDEST AND MOST SOLID FRIENDSHIPS IN AFRICA/ 

THAT BETWEEN THE U.S. AND THE REPUBLIC 
OF ZAIRE. COOPERATION BETWEEN THE U,S, 

AND ZAIRE UNDER PRESIDENT MOBUTU'S 
LEADERSHIP STRETCHES BACK THROUGH 20 YEARS 
AND FIVE U.S. ADMINISTRATIONS, IN THAT 
TIME, AMERICAN LEADERS HAVE LEARNED TO PLACE 

A PARTICULARLY HIGH VALUE ON PRESIDENT 
I 

MOBUTU's INSIGHTS AND COUNSEL. 
PRESIDENT MOBUTU HAS BROUGHT A 

CONSISTENT VOICE OF GOOD SENSE AND GOOD WILL 

TO THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCILS WHERE AFRICAN 
ISSUES ARE CONSIDERED,/FROM THE U.N,, TO THE 
0,A,U,, TO THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT, 
--- ---------

... -•.· 
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HE HAS STOOD UNIFORMLY FOR THE PEACEFUL 
SETTLEMENTS OF DISPUTES, BUT HAS NOT SHRUNK 
FROM HIS RESPONSIBILITIES WHEN ACTION WAS 

APPROPRIATE,; IN 1983, FOR EXAMPLE, --HE DISPATCHED TROOPS TO ASSIST CHAD IN 

DEFENDING ITSELF AGAINST LIBYA'S CRIMINAL 
AGGRESSION/THIS YEAR, HE CAME TO THE 

ASSISTANCE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF TOGO AS IT 
FACED AN EXTERNALLY-MOUNTED COUP ATTEMPT. 

MUCH OF OUR DISCUSSION TODAY FOCUSED 

ON ZAIRE'S HEROIC EFFORT TO COMPLETE ITS 

PROGRAM OF ECONOMIC POLICY REFORM. AS YOU 
KNOW ZAIRE HAS BEEN ENGAGED FOR NEARLY 
4 YEARS IN A SERIES OF PAINFUL SACRIFICES 
AND ADJUSTMENTS DESIGNED TO RATIONALIZE AND 
REVIVE ITS ECONOMY,/AND TO DEVELOP THE 
POTENTIAL OF ITS PRIVATE SECTOR, 



. . . '., 
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I 
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WE HAVE TRIED TO HELP BY SUPPLEMENTING OUR 
REGULAR DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE WITH SPECIAL 
FUNDS EARMARKED FOR AFRICAN STATES WHO ARE 

UNDERTAKING SERIOUS STEPS TOWARD REFORM, 
WE HAVE ALSO ENCOURAGED OUR BUSINESS 
COMMUNITY TO LOOK AT THE GROWING INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES IN ZAIRE}ND WILL CONTINUE 
TO DO SO, 

UNFORTUNATELY, ZAIRE'S DETERMINED 
ECONOMIC EFFORTS HAVE BEEN GREATLY 
COMPLICATED BY THE SEVERE DROP IN WORLD 
MARKET PRICES FOR ITS EXPORTS, PRESIDENT 
MOBUTU AND HIS PEOPLE FACE A HEAVY FOREIGN 
DEBT BURDEN.jwE HAVE ENCOURAGED ZAIRE 
TO HOLD FIRM TO THE RESPONSIBLE, ECONOMIC 
REFORMS IT IS ATTEMPTING,/WHILE PROMISING 
TO DO OUR BEST TO EASE THE WAY, 
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NATURALLY, PRESIDENT MOBUTU AND I ALSO 
EXAMINED THE REGIONAL SITUATION,(ESPECIALLY 

IN SOUTHERN AFRICA) WHERE WE SHARE THE GOALS 

OF A RAPID, PEACEFUL END TO APARTHEID,/ 
THE INDEPENDENCE OF NAMIBIA,/AND NATIONAL 

RECONCILIATION AND REMOVAL OF ALL FOREIGN 

~ -FORCES ST A TI ONED IN A NGO LA , ) PRES !DENT 

MOBUTU BRINGS GREAT PRESTIGE AND INFLUENCE 
TO BEAR ON THE RANGE OF SOUTHERN AFRICAN 
PROBLEMS/AND I WELCOME HIS RECENT EFFORTS 
IN SEEKING SOLUTIONS TO THESE ISSUES, _____________ _____ / 

AFTER TODAY'S MEETING, WE CAN BE MORE 
CONFIDENT THAT THE FUTURE OF U.S.-ZAIRIAN 

RELATIONS WILL REMAIN CLOSE,/PROSPEROUS/ -A~D PRODUCTIVE.f PRESIDENT MOBUTU AND HIS 
COUNTRY'S FRIENDSHIP WITH THE U.S. IS MOST 
APPRECIATED, WE ARE PROUD AND PLEASED TO 

HAVE HAD HIM WI ~TH~U S~TO~D~AY_!_.!,'--·- -----· 
-THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU, 

# # # 
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President Mobutu and I have had the opportunit~ eview 

and renew one of our oldest and most solid friendships in Africa, 

that between the U.S. and the Republic of Zaire. Cooperation 

between the U.S. and Zaire under President Mobutu's leadership 

stretches back through 20 years and five U.S. administrations. 

In that time, American leaders have learned to place a 

particularly high value on President Mobutu's insights and 

counsel. 

President Mobutu has brought a consistent voice of good 

sense and good will to the international councils where African 

issues are considered, from the U.N., to the O.A.U., to the 

Non-Aligned movement. He has stood uniformly for the peaceful 

settlements of disputes, but has not shrunk from his 

responsibilities when action was appropriate. In 1983, for 

example, he dispatched troops to assist Chad in defending itself 

against Libya's criminal aggression, this year, he came to the 

assistance of the government of Togo as it faced an 

externally-mounted coup attempt. 

Much of our discussion today focused on Zaire's heroic 

effort to complete its program of economic policy reform. As you 

know, Zaire has been engaged for nearly 4 years in a series of 

painful sacrifices and adjustments designed to rationalize and 

revive its economy, and to develop the potential of its private 

sector. We have tried to help by supplementing our regular 
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development assistance with special funds earmarked for African 

states who are undertaking serious steps toward reform. We have 

also encouraged our business community to look at the growing 

investment opportunities in Zaire and will continue to do so. 

Unfortunately, Zaire's determined economic efforts have been 

greatly complicated by the severe drop in world market prices for 

its exports. President Mobutu and his people face a heavy 

foreign debt burden. We have encouraged Zaire to hold firm to 

the responsible, economic reforms it is attempting, while 

promising to do our best to ease the way. 

Naturally, President Mobutu and I also examined the regional 

situation, especially in southern Africa, where we share the 

goals of a rapid, peaceful end to apartheid, the independence of 

Namibia, and national reconciliation and removal of all foreign 

forces stationed in Angola. President Mobutu brings great 

prestige and influence to bear on the range of southern African 

problems, and I welcome his recent efforts in seeking solutions 

to these issues. 

After today's meeting, we can be more confident that the 

future of U.S.-Zairian relations will remain close, prosperous, 

and productive. President Mobutu and his country's friendship 

with the U.S. is most appreciated. We are proud and pleased to 

have had him with us today. 

Thank you and God bless you. 
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I ,., 

President Mobutu and I have had the opportunity to review 

and renew one of our oldest and most solid friendships in Africa, 

that between the U.S. and the Republic of Zaire. Cooperation 

between the U.S. and Zaire under President Mobutu's leadership 

stretches back through 20 years and five U.S. administrations. 

In that time, American leaders have learned to place a 

particularly high value on President Mobutu's insights and 

counsel. 

President Mobutu has brought a consistent voice of good 

sense and good will to the international councils where African 

issues are considered, from the U.N., to the O.A.U., to the 

Non-Aligned movement. He qas stood uniformly for the peaceful 

settlements of disputes, but has not shrunk from his 

responsibilities when action was appropriate. In 1983, for 

example, he dispatched troops to assist Chad in defending itself 

against Libya's criminal aggression, this year, he came to the 

assistance of the government of Togo as it faced an 

externally-mounted coup attempt. 

Much of our discussion today focused on Zaire's heroic 

effort to complete its program of economic policy reform. As you 

know, Zaire has been engaged for nearly 4 years in a series of 

painful sacrifices and adjustments designed to rationalize and 

revive its economy, and to develop the potential of its private 

sector. We have tried to help by supplementing our regular 
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development assistance with special funds earmarked for African 

states who are undertaking serious steps toward reform. We have 

also encouraged our business community to look at the growing 

investment opportunities in Zaire and will continue to do so. 

Unfortunately, Zaire's determined economic efforts have been 

greatly complicated by the severe drop in world market prices for 

its exports. President Mobutu and his people face a heavy 

foreign debt burden. We have encouraged Zaire to hold firm to 

the responsible, economic reforms it is attempting, while 

promising to do our best to ease the way. 

Naturally, President Mobutu and I also examined the regional 

situation, especially in southern Africa, where we share the 

goals of a rapid, peaceful end to apartheid, the independence of 

Namibia, and national reconciliation and the removal of all 

foreign forces stationed in Angola. President Mobutu brings 

great prestige and influence to bear on the range of southern 

African problems, and I welcome his recent efforts in seeking 

solutions to these issues. 

After today's meeting, we can be more confident that the 

future of U.S.-Zairian relations will remain close, prosperous, 

and productive. President Mobutu and his country's friendship 

with the U.S. is most appreciated. We are proud and pleased to 

have had him with us today. 

Thank you and God bless you. 
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President Mobutu and I have had the opportunity to review 

and renew one of our oldest and most solid friendships in Africa, 

that between the U.S. and the Republic of Zaire. Cooperation 

between the U.S. and Zaire under President Mobutu's leadership 

stretches back through 20 years and five U.S. administrations. 

In that time, American leaders have learned to place a 

particularly high value on President Mobutu's insights and 

counsel. 

President Mobutu has brought a consistent voice of good 

sense and good will to the international councils where African 

issues are considered, from the U.N., to the O.A.U., to the 

Non-Aligned movement. He qas stood uniformly for the peaceful 

settlements of disputes, but has not shrunk from his 

responsibilities when action was appropriate. In 1983, for 

example, he dispatched troops to assist Chad in defending itself 

against Libya's criminal aggression, this year, he came to the 

assistance of the government of Togo as it faced an 

externally-mounted coup attempt. 

Much of our discussion today focused on Zaire's heroic 

effort to complete its program of economic policy reform. As you 

know, Zaire has been engaged for nearly 4 years in a series of 

painful sacrifices and adjustments designed to rationalize and 

revive its economy, and to develop the potential of its private 

sector. We have tried to help by supplementing our regular 
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development assistance with special funds earmarked for African 

states who are undertaking serious steps toward reform. We have 

also encouraged our business community to look at the growing 

investment opportunities in Zaire and will continue to do so. 

Unfortunately, Zaire's determined economic efforts have been 

greatly complicated by the severe drop in world market prices for 

its exports. President Mobutu and his people face a heavy 

foreign debt burden. We have encouraged Zaire to hold firm to 

the responsible, economic reforms it is attempting, while 

promising to do our best to ease the way. 

Naturally, President Mobutu and I also examined the regional 

situation, especially in southern Africa, where we share the 

goals of a rapid, peaceful end to apartheid, the independence of 

Namibia, and national reconciliation and the removal of all 

foreign forces stationed in Angola. President Mobutu brings 

great prestige and influence to bear on the range of southern 

African problems, and I welcome his recent efforts in seeking 

solutions to these issues. 

After today's meeting, we can be more confident that the 

future of U.S.-Zairian relations will remain close, prosperous, 

and productive. President Mobutu and his country's friendship 

with the U.S. is most appreciated. We are proud and pleased to 

have had him with us today. 

Thank you and God bless you. 
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