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Public Papers of the Presidents

Meeting With Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher of the United
Kingdom

Remarks Following the Meeting.
19 Weekly Comp. Pres, Dac. 1358

September 29, 1983
LENGTH: 1065 words

«.. reductions. He has put forward the latest proposals. Mr. Andropaov has
replied. 1 hope now that the proposals will be seriously discussed by the
Soviet Union at the negotiating table. If they are not successful in reaching

zera option, the cruise and Pershing missiles will be deployed by the end of
this year. Our nerve is being tested; we must nat falter now. That should not
be the end of the negotiatians. I hope and it is my earnest belief that th
should continue, so tha

We should be able to negotiate the deployment of a lesser number of weapans than
the full total, provided, again, the Soviets will genuinely negotiate gn
balance.

We have also discussed, as the President indicated, the Middle East, and
we're very conscious that althaugh ...
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Public Papers of the Presidents
Arms Contral and European Public Opinion

Exchange of Letters With Former Chancellor Bruno Kreisky of
Austria.

19 Weekly Comp. Pres. Doc. 1263
September 12, 1983
LENGTH: 1534 words

... developed through extremely close cooperation with our NATO Allies,
insist only on U.S5-Saviet equality, a principle that the Sgviet Union has sg far
honor. When the Soviets made plain §as ARRASIEHE T e e =
me propose parity at the lauwest possible level. The Soviets have said
this is equally unacceptable. It is Soviet intransigence that is blocking
pragress.

While I know that some young people are opposed to the prospect of new
weapans ...
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Public Papers of the Presidents
Meeting With Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau af Canada
Remarks Following the Meeting.
19 Weekly Comp. Pres. Doc. 615
April 28, 1983
LENGTH: 994 wards

... II's and of the land-based cruise missiles is followed.

In other words, I've been encauraged by the steps that you've taken, Mr.
Presidenft, in the past months when you proposed an interim solution different
from the when you proposed a serles of confldence-bullding
weasures. I think these are all initiatives which we need in NATO sp that opur

people will understand that we want peace and that we're ngt determined ta
gscalate any arms ...
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Public Papers of the Presidents
Foreign Issues
Responses to Questions Submitted by Bunte Magazine.
1? Weekly Comp. Pres. Doc. 683
April 25, 1983
LENGTH: 4550 words

. most comprehensive set of proposals put farward by any American

bovernment. We are committed to successful negotiations, and we believe there
s a basis faor agreement if the Soviets show equal seripushess.

@. In addition to the zero - gption, as an interim solution you recently

suggested, under pressure from the European allies, to break the impasse at the
Geneva Conference. How many S55-20 missiles would the Soviets now have to
withdraw in order for the ...
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Public Papers of the Presidents
Domestic and Foreign Issues
Remarks in an Interview With Six Journalists.
19 Weekly Comp. Pres. Daoc. 469
March 29, 1983
LENGTH: 5046 words

... in that direction but just didn't want to

The President. Well, 1 want to point out that -- and by real intention, back
when I made at the Press Club, public, the first statement about the
zerng - zero option, 1 very specifically said that we would negaotiate in good
faith on any legitimate proposal. Now, we had stated our goal and what it was

that we would 1ike to have.But I made that other statement deliberately so that
it would not be ...
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Public Papers of the Presidents
Foreign and Domestic Issues

Interview With Henry Brandon of the London Sunday Times &
News Service.

19 Weekly Comp. Pres. Doc. 424
March 18, 1983
LENGTH: 2220 words

... between us and what our view is, has proven that it's successful.
Strategic Arms Reductian

Mr. Brandon. Talking about missiles, a number of European leaders, from Mrs.

Thatcher to Chancellor Kohl, have been trying to persuade you -- still with the
zero option as the ultimate goal -- to come forward with an interim
solution. I gather that you are very seriously caonsidering such a move.

The President. Well, let me say that this is a difficult thing to answer.
and I'm sure they know this also, because we do stay ...

... acted unilaterally, we do recognize our responsibility as allies.

The difficulty in answering is that you can't talk openly about your strategy

or what you're going to do. But I can only point to this fact, that from the
very beginning when I announced the zero option, the total elimination aof
missiles, I said at the same time we will negotiate in good faith any legitimate
ar reasconable prapasal, and that remains true today. But to get into a
discussion of where you're ...

... missiles are beginning to be put in place in Europe, because then the

Soviet Union will be under pressure to make concessions; the ather that you
should take the lead and come forward with samething that proposes equality but
is something less than zera option.

The President. Qbviously, in discussing all the ramifications there are gaing

to be people with different ideas than others and a variety of viewpoints as to
timing or number or things of that kind. But there is total accard that the
ultimate goal should continue ta be the zera ...
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Public Papers of the Presidents
Domestic and Fareign Issues
Question-and-Answer Session With High School Students.
19 Weekly Comp. Pres. Doc. 305
fFebruary 25, 1983
LENGTH: 4974 words

. range weapons, as a deterrent to those that are there on the edge of
Western Europe. And we have agreed to do that.

Now, so far, they have a monopoly.They are the only ones with the threat.
will deplay -- we'‘re trying to get what I said was & zero -based aption --
destray theirs, and we won't produce any of ours. And at least we will have
made the step of wiping out a whole system of nuclear weapons.

Now, I think they came to the table and are willing to talk because they
gon't want ...
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NATO leaders feeling like the ball should be in your court if there is goling to
be same --

The President. Well, no, when you -- you knouw,
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Public Papers of the Presidents
Recammissianing af the U.5.5. New Jersey
Remarks at the Ceremony in Long Beach, Calif.
18 Weekly Comp. Pres. Doc. 14667
December 28, 1982
LENGTH: 2183 words

. On both sides at the same time we cut conventional forces in Europe to

balanced levels. Aand ! may say, the news in encouraging. The Saviet Unian has
met us halfway on the zero option. They've agreed to zero on our part.
[Laughter]

We can't shut our eyes to the fact that, as the Soviet military power

increased, so gid their willingness to embark aon military adventures. The scars
are plainly evident in a ...
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Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1982 / Apr. 20

Question-and-Answer Session With Reporters on Domestic and

Foreign Policy Issues =

April 20, 1982

The President. 'm kind of surprised to be
over here on the side. I thought that in the
vent of rain they were going to have me
f,p there under the roof and—[laugh-
ter]-. Share and share alike.
0. \Vith us out here, sir?

1983 Federal Budget

The President. Listen. This afternoon, as
vou know, representatives of the adminis-
tration and the Congress are sitting down
for an important round of discussions on the
budget. And I think all Americans have an
interest in the outcome.

It's my fervent plea that—and hope that
from these meetings there will soon come a
balanced, bipartisan package that will help
to revive our economy. And I think the
economy is now poised for a recovery. In-
flation has fallen sharply, and I hope we’ll
have more good news on that front this
Friday. There’s also evidence that interest
rates are softening. I know of nothing that
would be a greater tonic for the economy
right now than for the Congress and the
White House to come together on a plan
that would lower the deficits and create
new jobs.

This morning I met with the Republican
leadership in the Congress and then later
spoke by phone with Speaker Tip O'Neill.
To both of them I delivered the same mes-
sage: So long as we can reach consensus on
a budget plan that is balanced and com-
mands bipartisan support, I'm personally
prepared to go the extra mile.

And now your questions.

Q. Mr. President, Senator Laxalt indicat-
ed earlier today that he felt that compro-
mise agreement will have to include some
kind of tax increases. He was careful to say
tax increases that didn't disturb your basic
tax prograrn—-—

The President. Yes.

Q. ——cuts in costs of living, for social
security as well as other things, and defense
cuts. Now, can you go along with that?

o L, }

!
A¥le

The President. Well, those are the verv
things that I know the group is discussiné,
but I am going to reserve the position |
think I should—and that is not to comment
on the specifics in what thev're talking
about until they come with a consensus on
a balanced program.

Q. But, Mr. President, how can you agree
to any kind of tax increases without violat-
ing your “no tax increase” pledge, even if
it's a surtax combined with a minimum
income tax or some kind of energy tax?

The President. Well, now, wait a minute. [
think, if you’ll remember, always I pointed
out that there were areas for changes in the
taxes, government revenue, that we would
seek, that in some instances were correcting
unjustified tax breaks and so forth. And I've
always emphasized that what I'm talking
about is that tax program of ours which is
based on providing an incentive, both for
individuals and business—the business tax
cuts, the across-the-board, 3-year cuts in
personal income tax.

Now, [ have not changed on that. That, as
I stand. They started in—remember, we
presented a package of some $13 billion
with our budget in proposed ways of raising
additional revenues. Now, what they've
done from there with that package I'm
waiting to see.

Q. But, sir, just to follow up, does the
surtax somehow violate that incentive pack-
age that you've supported and won last
year?

The President. Well, again, let’s see what
we come up with in the interest of a bal-
anced program.

Situation in the Falkland Islands

Q. Mr. President, if Argentina attempts to
invoke the Treaty of Rio, sir—if Argentina
attempts to invoke the Treaty of Rio, what
will our position be? And what do we do?

The President. Well, they have voted to
take this up, [ believe, on Thursday, that
theyv're going to take this matter up that
Argentina has asked about.
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to rest now regarding some of the
ors that have gone on. This idea of
n,]l,?lther or not we've endangered any pres-
whe of ours in doing what we've done—I
tlh-ek we would have lost prestige if we had
t ltn been willing to undertake this job of
no,ing to broker an agreement between
Eﬁese two parties and forestall violence.
And however it may tL}rn out, my only
}egret would be if it didn’t work. .
Are you as hopeful now, sir, as you
ore a day ago?
" eTrZe Prezident. What?
Q. Are you as hopeful now as vou were
pefore Mr. Haig returned?
The President. It’s very difficult. All I can
tell vou is, there have been some changes
made; they've been relayed to the United

Kingdom.

1983 Federal Budget

Q. Mr. President, back on the subject of
the budget, do you plan this week, sir,
‘ Deputy Press Secretary Speakes. This will
have to be the last question, John [John
Palmer, NBC News], please.

Q. Excuse me?

Mr. Speakes. This will have to be the last
question.

Q. Why?

Q. Why?

Q. Mr. President, do you plan to meet
with Speaker O'Neill? Will you ask him this
week for a meeting to try to wrap up this
whole budget process?

The President. Well, I don't think that it’s
a case of one of us asking the other or not. I
think—and there’s no way to project wheth-
er it'll be this week. It's when that group
that is meeting comes to both of us and says
that they have a consensus on a package
that they believe is balanced and merits
now our taking a look at it from the stand-
point of getting together.

Q. Senator Baker, sir, says now is the
time.

The President. What?

Q. Senator Baker said today he felt now
was that time.

The President. Well, 1 think that “now”
was a kind of figure of speech thing mean-
ing that now, in this immediate period, to
break this logjam and get the economy

thing

moving again.

Ground Zero Movement; Soviet President
Brezhnev

Q. Mr. President, do vou think that
Ground Zero is detrimental to this country,
and are you going to meet with Brezhnev
in October?

Mr. Speakes. 1 would never cut Ms.
Thomas [Helen Thomas, United Press Inter-
national] off.

O. And she has a followup. [Laughter]

The President.. g aoum

Q. And Brezhnev.

Q. And meeting with Brezhnev later, sir.

The President. 1 have to be heart and soul
in sympathy with the people that are talk-
ing about the horrors of nuclear war and
the fact that we should do everything we
could to prevent such a war from happen-
ing. As a matter of fact, it’s my understand-
ing the leader of Ground Zero, however,
does not believe in the freeze.

A freeze, yes, but after, as we’ve said so
many times, a verifiable, substantial reduc-
tion to bring us down to paritv and at a
reduced number.

I would hope that some of these people,
however, who are insisting on some of these
things would realize that I'm with them as
to the need to do something to lessen the
possibilities of nuclear war. But I would also
ask them to consider that no matter how
sincere and well intentioned, only in this
position do you have all the facts necessary
to base decisions on action. And, therefore,
I would ask their trust and confidence that
feeling as sincerely as I do, the same as they
feel, that they would allow us to take the
actions that we think are necessary to lessen
this threat.

Now, with regard to Mr. Brezhnev, I
would still hope that he would come, be-
cause it is arms reduction that is being dis-
cussed at the United Nations in June. And I
would hope that he would find it possible to
be there and that we could have a meet-
ing—but not in any sense that that would
replace a later summit meeting, full summit
meeting, in which there would be adequate
preparation on both sides for such a meet-
ing.

Q. For October?
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