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~- April 3, 1987 

Dear George: 

Thank you for your recent note concerning 
my appointment as White House Chief of 
Staff. I appreciate your support and 
confidence, and I look forward to working 
with President Reagan to complete the 
agenda he began in his election in 1980. 

With my best wishes, 

f ;.· s; 

" 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

,. 

The Honorable George V. Voinovich 
Mayor of Cleveland 
Cleveland, OH 44114 
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~ rrt, JUJf ~[dirt hn~illl ***** 
GEORGE V. VOINOVICH, MAYOR ALL-AMERICA CITY 

Howard Baker 
Chief of Staff 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20501 

Dear Howard: 

March 9, 1987 

Words are inadequate to express my deepest appreciation to you 
for agreeing to become President Reagan's Chief of Staff. 

All of us, since the Iran Controversy, have been extremely 
concerned about the President and the Presidency. 

H 

Your willingness to give up your Presidential ambition to serve 
your country in time of need is one of the most selfless acts 
that I have seen during my time of observing the national scene. 

Your presence, I believe, will not only serve the Presidency, 
(we can get on with the business of running the country) but 
also preserve our chance of electing a Republican President in 
1988. 

Brother Bush has got to be eternally grateful to you. I look 
forward to working with you. 

Sincerely, 

Voinovich 

GVV/lrn 



~it! [llf ~ fr!fu t hndt ***** 
GEORGE V. VOINOVICH, MAYOR ALL-AMERICA CITY 

March 24, 1987 

The Honorable Howard Baker 
Chief of Staff 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Howard: 

I am writing to express my serious concern over Urban 
Development Action Grant program management and administration. 

While I am concerned over the future of this program in general, 
the most pressing problem at this time results from the decision 
to extend the November funding round and cancel the May large 
cities round. Despite several inquiries, no one has been able 
to explain to me the reasoning behind this decision. 

Quite frankly, I think this decision is unfair to those cities, 
such as Cleveland, that reasonably expected the standard funding 
process to be continued. As in the past, I had instructed my 
staff to submit only those programs that were fully prepared for 
consideration in the November round and to hold other projects 
for the May round. I also withdrew one application because the 
necessary firm commitments were not made by January 15th. Had I 
known that rules were going to change, I would have made sure 
that those developers desiring UDAG funding had their 
commitments in time for the November deadline. 

Obviously, the change in program rules has seriously jeopardized 
the viability of these projects. In turn, our ability to 
continue revitalizing Cleveland and provide greater job 
opportunities for our citizens has been jeopardized. 

\ It is only fair that we return to the standard UDAG program 
I rules for the remainder of this year. 

I I would greatly appreciate your assistance in this effort . 

• Voinovich 

GVV/lrn 

\ 



April 3, 1987 

~.l'i j; t·~-

·z<:.. 

Dear Hank: 1'< 

Thank you for your recent note concerning 
my appointment as White House Chief of 
Staff. I appreciate your support and 
confidence, and I look forward to working 
with President Reagan to complete the 
agenda he began in his election in 1980. 

With my best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Mr. Henry G. Fuhs, Jr. 
3848 Leonard, N.E. 
Grand Rapids, MI 49506 
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April 3, 1987 

Dear Hewitt: 

Thank you for your recent note concerning 
my appointment as White House Chief of 
Staff. I appreciate your support and 
confidence, and I look forward to working 
with President Reagan to complete the 
agenda he began in his election in 1980. 

With my best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

,,., ,.; 

...,. •";-. 
!: 

' 

The Honorable Hewitt P. Tomlin, Jr. 
Presiding Judge 
Court of Appeals for the 

Western Section of the 
State of Tennessee 

Post Office Box 909 
Jackson, TN 38302 
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CHAM BERS OF" 

HEWITT P . TOMLIN, JR. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
STATE OF TENNESSEE 

PRESIDING .JUDGE, WESTERN SEC TION 

March 9, 1987 

~0/} 
H The Hon. Howard H. Baker 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Howard, 

P. O. BO X 9 0 9 

JACKSON , TENNESSEE 383 02 

Joan and I want you to know how de e p ly proud we are o f you 
and deeply grateful for the tremendously unselfish decision 
you made in accepting the position of Chief of Staff for 
President Reagan. After what our country and our party 
went through in Watergate, it certainly can be said that 
"these are the times that try men's souls. You have all 
the qualifications that any two people might possess for 
the task of accomplishing the many results desired in 
the next two years. 

I trust that you will ignore those few petty detractors 
who sought to characterize your acceptance of this over­
whelming challenge as a vehicle for gracefully abandoning 
your candidacy for the presidency. It is an unfortunate 
fact of life that media people of such warped vision re­
main with us. I can readily think of at least a hundred 
ways of your gracefully withdrawing without assuming the 
headaches and heartaches of such a task as you have as­
sumed. 

As you are no doubt aware from the overwhelming affirmative 
reaction that you have received from all quarters, your 
presence in the White House has already done much for 
restoring the public's confidence. Coupled with your 
already many great accomplishments, I am of the opinion 
that history will record you as one of the outstanding 
statesmen of the twe.ntieth century. 

Joan and I will continue to remember you and Joy in our 
prayers. It is our hope that Joy's health will remain 
strong so that she might share in the fruits of your labor 
during these next two years. I know of but little that I 
can do, but if ever I can be of any service to you in any 
manner whatsoever, please don't hesitate to ask. I hope 



The Hon. Howard H. Baker -2- March 9, 1987 

and trust that Joan and I will have a chance to see 
you when we next come to Washington to see her family. 

Best personal regards 

Jr. 

HPT:go'k 



April 3, 1987 

Dear Jim: 

Thank you for your recent note concerning 
my appointment as White House Chief of 
Staff. I appreciate your support and 
confidence, and I look forward to working 
with President Reagan to complete the 
agenda he began in his election in 1980. 

With my best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Mr. James E. Olson 
Chairman of the Board 
AT&T 
550 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 

P.S. I'm sorry the Board dinner did not 
work out. 
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James E. Olson 
Chairman of the Board 

Dear Howard: 

March 9, 1987 

550 Madison Avenue 
New York , NY 10022 
212 644-1000 

As I told you on the phone last week, I 
watched the February 27th TV announcement with 
mixed feelings. I felt better about the country 
with you serving as the Chief of Staff to the 
President, but at the same time I recognized your 
resignation as a Director would be a big loss for 
AT&T. 

You have been an outstanding director for 
AT&T during the past two years. Your input and 
guidance have been extremely valuable to all of our 
Board discussions and decision making. On a personal 
note, I deeply appreciate the support given me during 
my first year as CEO. 

Lydell Christensen is working with your 
administrative assistant on a date for a Board 
dinner in your honor. 

Look forward to seeing you soon. 

The Honorable Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to President 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
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April 3, 1987 

Dear Mr. Bins: 

Thank you for your recent note concerning 
my appointment as White House Chief of 
Staff. I appreciate your support and 
confidence, and I look forward to working 
with President Reagan to complete the 
agenda he began in his election in 1980. 

With my best wishes, ' 

Sincerely, 

,.,<t-.• 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Mr. Milton Bins 
Chairman 
Council of 100 
Suite 600 
1726 M Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 
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COUNCIL OF 

FOUNDER 

SAMUEL C. JACKSON, ESQ. 

OFFICERS 

MILTON BINS 
Chairman 

VALERIE DAYE 
1st Vice Chairperson 

PEDRO ALFONSO 
'2nd Vice Chairperson 

BRAD CARSON 
Secretary 

CARL A. BROWN, SR. 
Treasurer 

DONNA A. WILLIAMS 
Assistant Secretary 

JAMES B. LANCASTER, JR. 
Assistant Treasurer 

ELAINE B. JENKINS 
Immediate Past Chairperson 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

SAMUEL CORNELIUS 
National Advisory Board 
& Federal Agency Task Forces 

JOHN WILKS 
Local Chapters 

WILLA HALL 
Congressional Relations 

SARAH DAVIDSON 
H. MINTON FRANCIS 
Public Relations Co-Chairs 

MARSHALL JOSEPH 
Luncheon Forums 

EDWARD HAYES, JR. 
General Counsel 

AN ORGANIZATION OF BLACK REPUBLICANS 

1726 M Street, N.W., Suite 600 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

'Ihe Honorable Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 
'Ihe White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr • Baker : 

Telephone: (202) 842-1978 

March 10,1987 

Please permit the Council of 100, a national 
organization of black Republican leaders, to be included 
among the many to congratulate you up:m your a:i;p::>intment as 
Chief of Staff to the President. 

We are certain that your a:i;p::>intment will be beneficial 
to the country at large and to the Republican party in 
particular. We wish you 
much success. 

cc: Edward Hayes, Jr. 
Pedro Alfonso 
Willa Hall 
Robert T. Richards 
'Iheora G. Webb 
H. Minton Fra~is 
Elaine B. Jenkins 

Chairman 



April 3, 1987 

Dear Charles: 

Thank you for your recent note concerning 
my appointment as White House Chief of 
Staff. I appreciate your support and 
confidence, and I look forward to working 
with President Reagan to complete the 
agenda he began in his election in 1980. 

With my best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Mr. Charles Kuralt 
CBS News 
524 West 57th Street 
New York, NY 10019 
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, - CBS 
~ws 
A Dlv1s1on of CBS Inc. 
524 West 57 Street 
New York, New York 10019 
(212) 975-4321 

Dear Howard, 

Good God, look where you're snowed in now! 

All good wishes, 

-
Charles Kuralt 

March 7, 1987 



April 3, 1987 

Dear Mr. Abrams: 

Thank you for your recent note concerning 
my appointment as White House Chief of 
Staff. I appreciate your support and 
confidence, and I look forward to working 
with President Reagan to complete the 
agenda he began in his election in 1980. 

With my best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Mr. Alan Abrams 
City Desk 
The Windsor Star 
Ferry and Pitt Streets 
Windsor, Ontario 
Canada N9A 4M5 

P.S. Thanks for the photograph. 
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(Personal) 

The Windsor Star 
A Southam Newspaper 

Honorable Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
White House Chief of Staff 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
United States of America 

Dear Senator Baker: 

Ferry and Pitt Streets 
Windsor, Ontario N9A 4M5 
Telephone (519) 255-5711 

Canada 

March 3, 1987 

First and foremost, please accept my sincerest congratulations on your 
new post. I'm delighted the president asked you to serve and that you were 
able to accept. I can not think of anyone who can even come close to you in 
terms of facing and meeting this tremendous challenge. While I certainly 
regret this has precluded your entering the 1988 presidential race, it is 
obvious to everyone that you have put the twin issues of responsibility and 
service to your country and president far above any personal goals. I wish 
you the very best of luck and success. 

In one of those amazing coincidences, I was going through my files last 
Wednesday evening when I came across a cache of the enclosed photograph. Can 
it really be 20 years? 

The ensuing years have brought me here (Windsor is to Detroit as West 
Memphis is to Memphis) where I face my own brand of daily challenge - - writing 
for a Canadian newspaper as both an American and a conservative. Surprisingly, 
to those who do not know Canada, the mood of the country has become increasingl 
more anti-American and leftist. The majority of my colleagues are anti-American 
although I hasten to add they were among the first to apply for permanent 
residency visas in the U.S. during the recent lottery. 

I was going to send a copy of the enclosed column to the president but 
I didn't think he was in a mood to read any more about the Sandinistas. But 
if you think he'd be happy to know there are some journalists who support his 
Latin American policies, please feel free----:ro pas ~it along. 

With best wishes to you and your family . 

. tf..Jii" .. ~espectful ly yours, 

Alan Abrams 
City Desk 



April 3, 1987 

Dear Jo: 

Thank you for your recent note concerning 
my appointment as White House Chief of 
Staff. I appreciate your support and 
confidence, and I look forward to working 
with President Reagan to complete the 
agenda he began in his election in 1980. 

With my best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Mrs. Jo Walker-Meador 
Country Music Association, Inc. 
Post Office Box 22299 
Nashville, TN 37202 

HHB/SW/WJB/ckbf 
HHB-2 



P ) Box ~·)')q< l..;,c·n .\1 us!<- ( 1n t ti 
~ ville -knnesSt't' I LO'..:. (( •· \ J4 t 28 ) 
( bk .?:A'\AS li·lex / hJ 

Suitt• 3 52 Havmarkl'1 l.nndor S\\ I); i' I 
'kkphone: 0I ·'l:l0·2H' "ll'iex "1: I 

01-"H(ERS 

\ ,JU l:\FIH I) Pri·s1,lr 11 

h ( n nfi la ( niup 

l.\C}.,. W:\IJ. t..xl'C \'1u· l'n-s1<1 ·nt 

llDA BBDO_ Inc 
Jl\1 En '\OR\t:\'.\ S1 \·11 p, 

Warr\<"r Brus&cJrds 

),\\In CO .... R.\D \I( P1n1<11 ! 

\Jrr: ln1ng \lusK 

.., It \'t PC)l'OnCH \ r l'r-t'$ld1 11 

\lrnun Smash & :mts 
10'.\\ CO'.\\\"A\ \'1c" Pn-s1<i n 

Uuddv {LT Anra( mil! 
p'.'OJCt WE\:OELL \'il1' Prrs1dt• t 

t 11~ t.ril •.on & Asi;<x .:un 

ROC;t R SO\T\l \' cr P1od1 nt 

Rroadtast \tusu In 
l)J( K (,.\.R\ \'1c Prn1tlrn1 

) l(' Guv Group 
JfRRY BRADLEY \JCr l'lnilrn1 

lµnl.111<'. \lusit (,roup 

S.\\I \1.\R\L\Dl'KF \'K Pn'Sl nr 

\\cstrm \krrhandi~~ Inc 
HRt NDA LEE. \'iu· l'Il"Sid~ rn 

\i.JC:E PRAGER Snrt"•an 
SLSAC lm-
11\1 WJPPF.R\1A'\ :\at 5rc1T\,;ln 
\\,1rt'l('r Bros \lus1e 
LO'\ llt:l )'.\ ttasuttr 
&dn lJR, ore' 
\IERU"' l.ITTLEFil:l.Il AS51 Irr surr 
·\S( .\P 

DIRl.CTORS 

ll\1 FO(a.t"SO;\;G Chainn.m 

C:apuol F\ll Amrrica i<L" :mu 
RICK 81.ACKBl'R'.'\ 

C JS Rl'Cords 

CU'\'.\IF BRADLEY 
4.S< .-\P 

IO\t COU l;\;S 

!nm Collins Pro<luc ions 

jt.RRY CRL:'l'Cl--IFIELD 
\IC:A \1usic. Inc 
] Wll.L.IA\1 DE:-..::-..:y 
'\ash\111" Gas Compam 
BOBBY UE'.'\lU'.\ 
\\'J\'K R.ldil 
11.\1. !ll'RHA\1 

( u.nd Olr Of:-Y 
JACK tTGSTER 

i h \.lus1cland Group 
\!ART\' H.H.\ 

llillboard Publicatiom. In 
JOE GALANTF 
RCA Rrcords 
JERRY GARRES 
I frk-n Com1·1ius Ell! rp .sn 
BOB GREE:'\ 
\\'\\\' R.ldil 

SIE\'f.'.'\ J- GRE 

BILL Hl'DSO'.\ 
Bill I ludson & :\'l<SlxiatM 

\\'rlk \1 USI ( Jup 

t-1> KO'.\ICK 
Countn. Sorifl Rou1 dup 

I~ R ~\' l CKC '.\A 

.\wun C:1t\ m1ts 
ll U ID\\'f.R\ 
l1r (~,·Group 

DH:K \ICCTL 1 .0l ~H 

F 11 Urow11 Adve"'mn~ 

JACK \tCFADDEl\ 
\l( ~addl."n Artists ( >rp 
S !.\'\ \!ORE.SS 

5c JO• B~ Mlln'S!i & '\anas 
GAR' \!ORRIS 

R..-\'." J\' O\\L' 
\ubama 
RA'---Pll PEER II 
P--r Soulhf'm Orgamuuon 
jl\1 POWERS 
I !dndl1·m<1.n Comt- ny 
FR \'.\CE<; PRESTO:\ 

•lroadc SI \fus1 Inc 
H)'.\,\RD R \\!Bl- \I 

J lm .. u Ld 
( RtT. ROl.rRs 
\\ dlir tun rnmf' t 

\\ FS1 E\ ROSE 

,, ~\ Rad1' 
{ CH.\RD STERBA'.\ 
11 k R1dg1 Boys 
](it ">I'll\':\'.\ 

h (':>un I SI•"' ( Jo 

CH 1\1 3DI 
p .... sm R('(xrl Pn55mg 
JR\ '\C \\'AU} 

In n;i: \\augli. P~ u l.'i 

t \\ \\t'\DI U 

)pry1and l S -\ In 

I . !lYD WER-..;ER 
.10Jp \\'Sate r! 

RIC.11:\IUJ FRA'.\K ( 1Un;c 

I)( rh 1 & tw-, 

JO\\\[ Kt"R \H \I JR 
I-Ju JU Dm to1 

\\.'iO< a! XI UU\l' )Jrr(" 

March 10, 1987 

Honorable Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20036 

Dear Senator Baker: 

COl "\ I RY \fl ';IC ASSOCIATION 

Congratulations upon your appoinbrent as White House Cllief 
of Staff, and thank you for accepting this responsibility 
of service to President Reagan and to our Country at this 
particular time. I was in Edrronton, Alberta the day the 
announcement was made and one could have alnost heard my 
shout of approval back in Tennessee when I opened my news­
paper that Saturday, the last day of February. 

It certainly gives all of us here a warm and secure feeling 
to have a man of your stature, integrity, and genuine con­
cern for America in such an important position. 

Best wishes to you and Joy. 

Sincerely, 

Y MUSIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Jo Walker-Meador 



April 3, 1987 

Dear Howard: 

Thank you for your recent note concerning 
my appointment as White House Chief of 
Staff. I appreciate your support and 
confidence, and I look forward to working 
with President Reagan to complete the 
agenda he began in his election in 1980. 

With my best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Mr. C. Howard Wilkins, Jr. 
Maverick Development Corporation 
Post Office Box 2817 
Wichita, KS 67201 

P.S. Thanks for your recommendation of 
Bob Monks. 
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H:w:u:d Eaker 
VirH:n an:1 E1kins 
SJite 900 
1101 Ccnn2cticut A\61lE 

r:c 20036 

Mm:h 23' 1987 

I wish to CXJBra_tu.Jate '}0.1 m JU.lr rBN ag::ointrn:nt as dri.eE of st.aff to tlB Pa:g:in 
l'dninistratim. At this critical tine in J?resid::nt Pa:g:in's c:an:1ifbcy, it is c::ru:ial 
to rEaSSJre tlB p:iblic of tlB P.rEsicl:nt Is cra:l::ntials -an act wrid1 I an certain 
'}0.1 can arrl will fulfill to JU1r b2st ability. IBsa:J m lt.h:lt I rave re::d al:x::ut JU.lr 
i;:ast arrl WB.t '}0.1 intEn:'l to cb for tlB fubJre of tlB Wlite fillE, I rave tlB UESSl.rrarr)2 

of kn::win:J tlE.t '}0.1 are i.n:m:l "tlB right rran at tlB right tine" as S:rate G.O.P. 
le:rl=L Pd:ert Ible ffis re:::aitly state::1. 

Alt:h:::Lgh it rray rave b::a1 di£fi0Jlt to overa:rre a dBrxe to run for PrEsid31t of 
tlB Unite::1 states, I as v.ell as rrany otla:s cb, tlE.t '}0.1 will offer rBN fq:e 
arrl rru:h cpOmisn for tlB J?resid::nt. In tlB mtergate Affarr, '}0.1 ctn::'£ to dig 
l'.B1inJ. tlB &HES an:1 rightfully ESfUE tlB of J?resid::nt Nixm, 
rDN '}0.1 are tr:y:in:J to g=t to tlB lxttan of t.hin]s an:1 EfilIEStiy p.:rt tlB pre3id:n:y 
tack m track after tlB Iran-Cmtra &:.aril31. I a:1ni.Ie JU1r to acnpt 
this ultirrate cr.allEn:Je of takin:J fBrt in tre :r:e:µ::nsibility of c:ur g±s:rrrent at 
a tine WH1 it S33lB to b2 lcsirg all cre:libility with tlB Prrerican p:q;:ile. Ycu 
rave rightfully gainEd tlB n:sp::ct, h::rESt, arrl d:cErr:y of JU.lr fomer c:olli:a'.]u:s 
arrl I truly fq:e otla:s will a:ne to rexgnize tte:E distin:Jui':hable qualities in 
'}O.J.. 

Yc:ur calm, ffiSY--<pirg lTBl1rEL is certainly distinjuic:hable fron tlB auto::::ratic, ill­
mirrl.:rl !TBl1rEL of fomer chlef of st.aff U::rBld Ra:fm. Yc:ur d::sire to q:E.1 q:i arrl 
SfH:1k mt, unlike tlB re:::lusive sty le of Ra:fm is sure to b2 a prani.sillj aid in JU.lr 
g::al to rEpllrinJ tlB duB:jin:J criticisn rr0Ce by tlB 'fu..er G:mniss:im ffi Pe:q:in IS 

unruly of tlB Wlite fillE. It af-IB3IB to rre tlE.t if anpE can cb tlB 
:J::b' '}0.1 can. 



YOK prani.s:iJB, cptimistic viEW of tlE rext Tho ~ of tlE Pa:g3n klninist:ratim 
will }:q:efull y lnld st.rcrg arrl s:x:n ta:rrre a rn:ility. I an certain tlat with tlE 
h2J.p of rrany alrea1y su:x:essful, ~ aid:s, arrl y::ur rEWl y-agx:rints:l aid:s, 
villch I .teli~ :JO.l ffi~ "Wirely dxsEn, tlE ~ Adninistratim am get l:Eck m 
tra'.:k Wri.le lravirg tlE p::ist h:hlrrl. 

If tlE Pn:sicEit did iJrl::aj kn:w all tlE facts alxut tlE ams d::al, I ~ 1U1 
am ~ OK a:untry with a frEsh start ard rrake tlE r:a:ple 992 arrl 1..1trl2rst:arr 
tlE Pn:sicE1t IS aidllg tlE a:ntras in Nic:ara:JLB. 

I a:inire y::ur quili_ties arrl ~ tlat 1U1 am get tlE jdJ chE arrl irrl::aj, ~ 
a rrare prani.s:iJB future for all of us. 

Sin::Erely, 

-fl~~kr 
M=lissa Iall'.jEry 
115 Park PlacE 
M:::mceville, PA 15146 
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April 3, 1987 

Dear A. B. : '~, 

Thank you for your recent note concerning 
my appointment as White House Chief of 
Staff. I appreciate your support and 
confidence, and I look forward to working 
with President Reagan to complete the 
agenda he began in his election in 1980. 

With my best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

~··~)' 

~\ t' 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Mr. A. B. Long, Jr. 
The Long Land Corporation 
Post Office Box 11905 
Knoxville, TN 37939 
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THE LONG LAND CORPORATION 
March 18, 1987 

The Honorable Howard H. Baker 
Aide to The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Howard: 

Before having to volunteer my advice on how to get the job done, I had surely 
meant to write you and tell you how pleased we all were when the President chose 
the best man possible to get the government back on track. I am slow getting in 
touch with you because I have been in Florida for an extended time for the first 
time ever and in fact was in Miami when you were called there by the President. 
I am sure you are aware that you got the best possible editorial support from 
all the Florida newspapers, as you have from virtually all the national media. 
That is a phenomenon in itself these days. In any event I couldn't be more pleased 
and more comfortable to know where you are in this stage of history . 

I just got a call from Dan Hanson, whom I am sure you know as staff head of the 
American Road & Transportation Builders Association. He had been meeting all 
morning with numerous other industry counterparts and they have concluded, right 
or wrong, that the President is being strongly advised by many high administration 
people to veto any highway bill that may be sent to him in the next few days. It 
was their feeling that only you could persuade the President to sign this bill, 
even with its many imperfections, in the best interest of the country and certainly 
the desperate needs of our industry. They contend that it is not a budget-busting 
bill since its revenues are generated from a user tax, but I know there is no need 
for me to give you a sales pitch as you are more aware than I of the consequences 
and ramifications of a possible veto. It was just that the many industry 
associations felt that you were the key and asked that I convey that feeling to 
you. We all anxiously await the passage into law of a highway bill. 

Again let me say how proud I am of you. I trust that Joy is feeling better these 
days. Please give her our best. 

Sincerely, 

4~ 
A. B. Long, Jr. 

ABLJr/ir 

P.O. Box 11 905 • Knoxvill e, Tennessee 37939 • 6416 Deane Hill Drive • (615)588-0661 
















