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MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 16, 1983 

BARBARA McQUO'V-17N 

JAMES A. BAKER, rrr~5 
Walter w. Durham 

AUG 2 / ""0.3 
i~ ;1) ( ~ 

I understand that Walter Durham is interested in an appoint­
ment to the AID Advisory Council, or any other Commission, 
Board, er Advisory Council that has international or economic 
development connotations. 

I have known Walt in his capacity as president and CEO of the 
MESBIC Financial Corporation of Dallas. He is a harc:l-working 
and qualified businessman whom I am sure would contribute much 
to this Administration. 

I have attached a copy of Walt's resume and hope that you will 
review his credentials. 

Thank you. 

W c.vo ~~ dl- /..SA c_ "ti:-1 t/ 
/~/;j/J :z_ 

~~0~:1 



.. . ~ . 

DEC 1 71982 

~~. Walter W. Durham 
President and CEO 
~ESBIC Financial Corporation 

of Dallas 
7701 Stem~ons Freeway, Suite 850 
Dall~s, Texas 75247 

Dear Mr. Durham: 

THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE 
Washington, D.C. 20230 

We are pleased to notify you of your appointment to the Industry 
Sector Advisory Committee on Small & Minority Business for Trade 
Policy Matters. This Committee is a major advisory body of the 

- Indu~tty Consultations Program on Trade Policy Matters jointly 
sponso~ed by the Department of Commerce and the Off ice of the United 
States Trade Representative. The Program was established under the 
Trade Act of 1974 to provide private sector advice to the Secretary 
of Commerce and the United States Trade Representative on trade 
negotiations and the administration of U.S. trade policy. 

Your appointment is for the duration of the charter of the 
Committee, which expires in March 1984, but you ~ay apply for 
reappointment. Because of security considerations, alternates may 
not be designated to attend Committee meetings on your behalf. We 
have enclosed copies of the Committee's charter and the relevant 
procedures and rules. Questions may be directed to the Trade 
Advisory Center, Room 1015-C, Department of Commerce, 
Washington, D.C • . 20230, telephone (202) 377-3268. 

Your work with this Program will enhance the ability of the U.S. 
Government to pursue trade objectives which reflect the concerns and 
interests of the private sector. This is critical to implementing 
t~e Tokyo Round trade agreements, negotiating new agreements, 
reviewing export policies, enforcing U.S. rights, and managing 
serious trade problems. We greatly appreciate your willingness to 
contribute vour energy and time to these objectives. 

Sincerely, 

~L'2~ .. ~o 
Secretary of....,,,.~ United States Trade Representative 

Enclosures 

• 
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MFC 
MESBIC Financial Corporation ~f Dallas 
Empire Central Building, Suite 836 
7701 N . Stemmons Freeway 
Dal las, Texas 75247 
214 / 637-0445 

Hon. :Malcolm Baldridge 
U.S. Secretary of Commerce 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Washington, D.C. 

~Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 18, 1~8:J 

3344S~ 

For the reasons contained in the attached letter to Ms. 1-telen Burroughs 
at the Department of Commerce, I hearby reluctantly submit my 
resignation from the ''ISAC-Small and Minority Business Advisory 
Committee. 

WWD:yjw 
attachment 
cc: Senator John G. Tower 

Sincerely, 

.;\ (' \i'-, \ 
1 :n .. ~ l ~-. \.---1,v--t'"""' 

Wultcr W. Durhttm 
President 



• t · . • 

Position: 

Executive 
Experience: 

Related 
Experience: 

Previous 
Experience: 

Education: 

Other: 

WALTER\\'. DURHAM 

President 
MESBIC Financial Corp. of Dallas 
7701 Stemmons Fwy., Suite 836 
Dallas, Texas 75247 
(214) 637-0445 

Home: 

Date of Birth: 

4412 Hockaday Drive 
Dallas, Texas 75229 
(214)358-3756 
November 24, 1936 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Thirteen years as President and CEO of a minority enterprise small 
business inve~tment company that has received national recognition in 
its field (Business Week, U.S. News &. World ReTor~, Inc., Venture). 
MESBIC ha~ grown from $150,000 in assets to $4 mllion in assets since -
1970, outperforming every other MESBIC in the United_ States. 

Has served as a director of a number of small businesses, including a 
leading Texas oil field ~uipment distributor, a real estate company, a 
national bank, an electron~ distributorship, a restaurnnt chain, a 
construction company, and two venture capital companies. Also has 
Ofoad government/private sector .experience, having testified _on 
numerous occasions before com mittecs of the U.S. House and Senate, 
helping to shape legislation, as president of national trade nssociation. 
Has received appointments by the President of the United States and the 
Governor of Texas, and has received special recognition awards and 
citations from the President, the Governor, the U.S. Small Business 
Administration and the President's Task Force on Private Sector 
Initiatives. A frequent speaker on small business and entrepreneurship. 

Assistant to the President, Texas lndu~trlcs, Inc. (NYSE). Handled a wide 
variety of specie.I projects ranging from marketing 11.nalysLc; to 
acquisitions (1966-1969). 

Manager, Manufacturers/Wholes~lers/World Trade Department, Dallas 
Chamber of Commerce. Organized and ·participated in the first 
successful Dallas trade missions to Mexico and Central America, working 
with foreign government officials and U.S. ·representatives in Mexico, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and El Salvador. Also 
developed successful legislative efforts in Austin and Washington 
including work with Senator John Tower and Vice Pr~sident George Bush. 

Platoon Leader, Company Commander, 1st Infantry Division, U.S. Army 
(1961-1963). 

BBA- The University of Texas, 1959 
MBA - Southern Methodist University, 1969 
Plus short courses in venture capital and finance at the Harvard 
·Graduate School of Business,. 1971, 1972 and 1975. 

Past President, Dallas County Republican Men's Club 
Past President, American Association of MESBICs 
Past President, SMU MBA Alumni A~~ciation 
Chairman of Finance Committee, Sunday School teacher, Member of 
Administrative Board, First United Methodist Church, Carrollton, Texas 
"Entrepreneur of the Year," Southern Methodi~t University 
Chairman, Private Industry Council - Texas 1980-1982 (apppointed by 
Governor Bill Clements) 

- ~ .. ,,._~ .. . , ..: _:__ - --- - ··- -
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MEMORANDUM 

July 14, 

MEMORANDUM FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT 

TO:· John Herrington 

SUBJECT: Walter W. Durham 

As the attached correspondence indiciates, Walter W. 
Durham is seeking an appointment to a Board or Commission 
involved _in international or economic development. 

He is highly recommended by people in Texas ·as a hard 
worker with A-1 political credentials. I am also told 
he has good contacts among Hispanics who are moving 
into .corporate executive positions in Texas. · · 

Attachments 

cc: Barbara McQuown~ 
Katja Bullock 

JAK:jhl 

- ~·· 
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MFC 
MESBIC Financial Corporation of Dallas 
Empire Central Building, Suite 836 
7701 N. Stemmons Freeway 
Dal las, Texas 75247 
214 I 637-0445 

Mr. Jim Cicconi 
Assistant to the Chief of Staff 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Cicconi: 

~ N·'-~ 

cU.r 
~1 

August 26, 1983 

By way of background, attached is a copy of an August 16 reply from 
Jim Baker to my letter of June 28 (copies of both letters attached). 

This week Congressman Steve Bartlett has submitted my name to The 
White House recommending my appointment to the President's Advisory 
Council on Small and Minority Business Ownership. 

I feel sure Vice President Bush and Senator Tower, whom I have known 
for many years, and in whose campaigns I have worked many times, will 
also strongly support my appointment. Tom Pauken of ACTION is also 
a good personal friend and supports this appointment. 

I would very much appreciate it if it would be possible for you to 
follow-up on this specific Advisory Council after the earlier more 
general appointment correspondence with Jim Baker last June on 
possible appointments of an international or economic nature. 

Thank you very much. 

WWD:yjw 

s;x~·~k~~ 
Walter W. Durham 
President 

A Federal LlceMH ultder ffte Small lusineu /11nst111e11t Act ot 1'51 



THE WHITE HO USE 

WASHIN GTON 

August 16, 1983 

Dear Walter: 

Thank you for your recent letter and please 
forgive my delay in respcnding • 

• 
I have forwarded a rrerro of recarmendation on 
your behalf to the Off ice of Presidential 
Personnel. Please be assured that they will 
give serious consideratial to your credentials 
in light of any appropriate awointrrents to a 
board or oarmission. 

It was good to hear fran you. Hurriedly, but 
with best regards. 

Sincerely, 

s A. Baker, III 
Chief of Staff and 
Assistant to the President 

Mr. Walter W. Durham 
President . 
MESBIC Financial Corporatioo 
of Dallas 

atpire Central Building 
SUite 836 
7701 N. Stamens Freeway 
Dallas, TX. 75247 

• 



MFC 
MESBIC Financial Corporation of Dallas 
Empire Centr81 Building. Suito 83G 
7701 N. Stemmons Freeway 
Doi las, Texas 75247 
214 I 637-0445 

Mr. James A. Baker, III 
Chief of Staff and 
Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Jim: 

June 28, 1983 

As you know, I have had extensive experience stnce 1970 in 
entrepreneurship and developing a wide variety of small businesses, as 
well as some degree of earlier experience in Mexico nnd CentrA.l 
America in private sector/government economic development. 

Related to that, attached is a copy of a June 15 memo from Torn 
Pauken to Barbara McQuown at White House Personnel. 

I would very much appreciate your assistance in consideration of my 
possible appointment to the AID Advisory Counsel, or any other Bonrd, 
Commission or Advi5ory Council that has internA. tional or economic 
9evelopment connotations. A copy of my resume is also a ttachcd to 
Tom's memo. 

Also enclosed is a copy of the June issue of D Magnzine which has a 
feature story on my activities in assisting minority small businesses on 
page 11. 

Please let me hcllr from you nt your convenience. Of course, I will be 
happy to provide any further Information. 

Thank you very much. 

• 

WWD:yjw 
attachments 

Six; 
Walter W. Durham 
President 

.4 f..tcrol L/con>H und•t rile Smoll /Jusinon ilfYOJlmtnl Act ol IUI 



.. . .. 

D M A G A z I 

BOOST FOR 
MINORITY 
BUSINESS ~, 

When Walter Durham re-.. 
ceivcd his Master's of Busi-'" 
ness Administration degree 
from SMU, he took a job that 
usually would groom young 
men for high-power positions · 
in big business. He worked as ' 
assistant to Ralph Rogers,"' 
chairman of Texas Industries. : 
But Durham quit his job not. 
long after he started to pursue 
a rather far-off dream. Thir­
teen years ago, Durham 
started the Minority Enter­
prise Small-Business Invest­
ment Company (MESBIC) 
Financial Corporation of 
Dallas. The company was 
formed to invest in and pro­
vide financial support for 
minority businesses. It was 
the third such organization to 
be established under former 
President Nixon's adminis­
tration; the other two or­
ganizations had failed. 

Although the Dallas 
MESBIC is far from failing, 
Durham is quick to point out 
that the privately owned, fed­
erally licensed venture-capital 
company was not always the 
profitable organization that it 
is today. He says that when he 
started the MESBIC, he 
naively thought he could raise 
$1 million the first year. In­
stead, he raised only $150,000 
and began knocking on the 
doors of area banks. 

He was turned away often 
that first year. He says that he 
was labeled a "do-good liber­
al" but that he is in fact a self­
proclaimed "do-good conser­
vative." He was told by more 
people than he'd care to re-

PHOTOGRAPHY BY Toev THREADGILL 

Walter Durham promotes minority business 

member that the project 
would never get off the 
ground. 

It seemed that no bank 
wanted to be the first to in­
vest, so toward the end of the 
year, Durham persuaded sev­
eral Dallas bank executives 
to send representatives to a 
meeting. At that meeting, the 
group decided to take the 
plunge together and take the 
other 25 banks in the local 
clearinghouse with them. The 

, 

MESBIC got a total of 
$300,000 out of the deal, but, 
more Important, according to 
Durham, it got a vote of con­
fidence from 32 banks. 

Now the MESBIC can 
name 23 of the top 50 local 
companies as shareholders, 
(eight of the top 10), all of the 
major banks and other well­
known corporations such as 
IBM and Xerox. Top execu­
tives from InterFirst Bank, 
RepublicBank and Mercan-

BY AIMEE LARRABEE 

tile Bank serve on the board 
of directors along with exec­
utives from SEDCO Inc., 
Lomas & Nettleton Financial 
Corp., Campbell Taggart 
Inc., Fox & Jacobs Inc., Dr 
Pepper Co. and other high­
ranking corporations. 

The MESBIC has received 
free legal advice from Jen­
kens & Gilchrist and free 
accounting assistance from 
Dallas' Arthur Young & Co. 
Durham was the first person 
to receive joint awards from 
President Reagan and the 
Small-Business Administra­
tion for his work with the 
Dallas MESBIC, which now 
has a pool of $4 million. 

The company has 23 port­
folio companies, and al­
though last year was a little 
tighter than the past few 
years, a number of minority­
owned companies received 
loans, including Delatorre 
Sheet Metal Mfg. Co. Inc., 

' : Archer Wholesale Distribu­
tors Inc., NAMD Industries 
Inc. , Pocus Communica­
tions, BG Electronics, Robins 
Landscaping, Frank's Auto­
motive and Supreme Engrav­
in~ One of the largest deals 
in the Dallas MESBIC's his-
tory was put together last 
year; the Moreno Group Inc. 
acquired H-R Industries Inc. 
in a $1.9 million transaction. 
Durham says the organiza­
tion is especially proud of the 
transaction because of the 
man behind it- Hispanic civ­
ic and business leader Sam 
Moreno. Durham says that 
Moreno is a role model for 
minorities, which is proof 
that the MESBIC does work. 

Durham says that, looking 
back, he's glad he didn't raise 
$1 million during his first 
year. He's glad he worked for 
It. "You learn more from 
adversity," he says. 

D Magazine I I 



Position: 

Executive 
Experience: 

Related 
Experience: 

Previous 
Experience: 

Education: 

Other: 

WALTER w. DURHAM 

President 
MESBIC Financial Corp. of Dallas 
7701 Stemmons Fwy., Suite 836 
Dallas, Texas 75247 
(214) 637-0445 

Home: 

Date of Birth: 

4412 Hockaday Drive 
Dallas, Texas 75229 
(214)358-3756 
November 24, 1936 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Twelve years as President and CEO of a minority enterprise small 
business investment company that has received national recognition in 
its field (Business Week, U.S. News & World Report, Inc., Venture). 
MESBIC has grown from $150,000 in assets to $3.7 million in assets since 
1970. 

Has served as a director of several corporations, including a leading 
oil field equipment distributor, a real estate company, a national bank, 
an electronics distributorship, 'a growing restaurant chain, ana two 
venture capital companies. Also has broad government/private sector 
experience, having testified on numerous occasions before committees of 
the U.S. House and Senate, helping to shape legislation, as president of 
national trade association. Has received appointments by the President 
of the United States and the Governor of Texas, and has received special 
recognition awards and citations from the President, the Governor, the 
U.S. Small Business Administration and the President's Task Force on 
Private Sector Initiatives. 

Assistant to the President, Texas Industries, Inc. (NYSE). Handlea a wide 
variety of special projects ranging from marketing analysis to 
acquisitions (1966-1969). 

JVianager, Manufacturers/Wholesalers/World Trade Department, Dallas 
Chamber of Commerce. Organized and participated in the first 
successful Dallas trade missions to Mexico and Central America., working 
with foreign government officia.1.i;; and U.S. representatives in Mexico, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and El Salvador. Also 
developed successful legislative efforts in Austin and Washington 
including work with Senator John Tower and Vice President George Bush. 

Platoon Leader, Company Commander, 1st Infantry Division, U.S. Army 
(1961-1963). 

BBA- The University of Texas, 1959 
MBA - Southern Methodist University, 1969 
Plus short courses in venture capital and finance at the Harvard 
Graduate School of Business,. 1971, 1972 and 1975. 

Past President, Dallas County Republican Men's Club 
Past President, American Association of MESBICs 
Past President, SMU MBA Alumni Association 
Chairman of Finance Committee, Sunday School teacher, Me mber of 
Administrative Board, First United Methodist Church, Carrollton, Texas 
"Entrepreneur of the Year," Southern Methodist Univeristy 
Chairman, Private Industry Council - Texas 1980-1981 (apppointed by 
Governor) 
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MFC 7/'' 
MESBIC Financial Corporation of Dalla ~ ..:x-fte, ~Ou) t-
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Mr. James A. Baker, III 
Chief of Staff and 

· Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

June 28, 1983 

l - n _·J:.. ..,......._:"~ ·_j:~ .. 
I JUUl ~ ~ f,.._-. ' I i"" . . . "-"~ • 

::ary:~m:know, I have had exte~ · \. ~ ~JM~\ • 
entrepreneurship and developing a wi• ~ f' 
well as some degree of earlier e~ 
America in private sector/governmenl 

Related to that, attached is a cop~ 
Pauken to Barbara McQuown at White 

t 

I would very much appreciate y~~r j 
possible appointment to the AID Adv' 
Commission or Advisory Council thl 
development connotations. A copy c 
Tom's memo. 

Also enclosed is a copy of the June issue of D Magazine which has a 
feature story on my activities in assisting minority small bll$inesses on 
page 11. 

Please let me hear from you at your convenience. Of course, I will be 
happy to provide any further information. 

Thank you very much. 

WWD:yjw 
attachments 

Sincerely, 

iti&:i::. 
Walter W. Durham 
President 

A F..teral llceruH under tlte Small Bu1in~11 lnvelfment .Act ol 11158 
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THt WHlTE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 24, 1983 

MEMORANDUM 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: Richardson and Moran 

This is to advise you, that I have referred Mr. Richardson's 
resume to George Armstrong for a position in the MBDA. I 
anticipate he will be called for an interview this week. 

Regarding Mr. Moran, Bob MacKichan will be making telephone 
contact with him concerning a position with the EEOC. 

I will keep you advised. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 9, 1983 

... -- ·._ 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM crcc6Nr \ 

JOHN E. s~· FROM: 
I • 

SUBJECT: Sam J. Decfj 

Mr. Dealy would appear to fit well into the military as 
you suggest and also FEMA, Transportation, and Justice. 
Therefore, I have forwarded his resume to Ron Mann, Chris 
Hicks, and Dennis Patrick. 

cc: Ron Mann, Chris Hicks, Dennis Patrick 
with incoming 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 6, 1983 

Mfil~RANDUM FOR: JIM CICC~ 

JOON~~ 
Mark Hee~ 

FRa-1: 

SUBJECT: 

Thank you for sending us ~~k Heckmann's resurre along with your caments. 

We will give him careful consideration. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 30, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR TAD THARP 

FROM: Jim Cicconi 

SUBJECT: Woodrow Wilson Center Board of Trustees 

Jim Billington, Director of the Wilson Center, called me 
today concerning the appointments to the Board of Trustees. 
He indicated that Bill Baroody and Bob Mosbacher, both of 
whom were appointed by the President to unexpired terms, 
desire renewal of their appointments when they expire in 
October of this year. He also mentioned, however, that he 
had heard of an approach to Donald Blinken to go on the 
Board. Billington feels that, given Blinken's prominence 
in fund-raising activity, he would be a good addition to 
the Board. 

If Blinken has indeed been approached to serve on the 
Board, I would assume it would not be to replace Baroody 
or Mosbacher, but would instead be for another slot. I 
would appreciate it if you or someone in Personnel would 
let me know the status of this because Billington is 
interested in asking Blinken to otherwise serve on the 
Wilson Council, a private advisory/fund-raising adjunct 
of the Center. 

Thank you. 
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April 18, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR T.A.D. THARP 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

CHRIS HICKS 

Board of Directors, Central Jersey 
Industries, Inc. 

You forwarded the attached material to me 
regarding a possible appointment by the 
President to the Board of Directors of 
Central Jersey's Industries Inc. Dick 
Kinser had been handling this matter 
before he left. 

I checked with the Department of Treasury 
to make certain that the job still 
existed. Unfortunately, it does not. 
The United States Government was a major 
shareholder in Central Jersey Industries, Inc., 
and accordingly, had the right to appoint 
one member of the Board of Directors. David 
Chew, Secretary Regan's Executive Assistant, 
informs me that Roger Mehle states that the 
Treasury Department disposed of the stock 
during the last year. Accordingly, no 
appointment. 

cc: Jim Cicconi 



MD1QP_l\NDUM FOR: 

FFO:"v1: 

SUBJECT: 

;-~ 'IVH1TE HOUSE 

v\'-Sr. : l'\IGTON 

April 27, 1983 

Director of Pisadvantaaed Business 
Utilizaclion - SES ~ 

DOD 

T~e c"indi\3a+:.e s 11bmi tted by DOD f0r the above r c si ti on probably 
will not clear. 

I ri::ceived a telepho.:-ie call from := .. -:un Cornelius telling r;1e 
that "the Blacks c.nd Hisr:-anics v.:ould support ~ .::-nry Zuniga 
for that ?osition." 

cc: Helene von Damm 
John Herringto:ry­
Jim Cicconi ..../' 


