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Terrorism

Of the 21 Turkish diplomats / family
members slain between 1975-July 1982,
14 were killed while in their car which
was stopped at a light, slowing before
entering a busy intersection, or parked.
And of the 10 attempted assassinations
of Turkish diplomats, 8 took place while
the diplomat was in his vehicle. These
vehicle attacks were carried out by
assassination teams armed primarily
with 9mm automatic weapons. The
teams varied in size from a lone gunman
used in eight attacks to two assailants
with a third member in a waiting car.
With the exception of the July 21 attack
in Rotterdam, the diplomatic vehicles
that were involved in these attacks were
not armored, and the only protective
security (if any) was a driver/bodyguard.

JCAG and ASALA

While Armenian extremists have carried
attacks under 19 operational names, the
main terrorists groups are the Justice
Commandos of the Armenian Genocide
(JCAG) and the Armenian Secret Army
for the Liberation of Armenia
(ASALA).2 On the surface these two
groups appear to be united by a common
goal. However, a closer look at their
communiques, and targeting, reveals
that their methods and objectives are
quite different.

Justice Commandos of the Arme-
nlan Genoclde. Unlike ASALA, which
is Marxist oriented and adheres to the
philosophy of Scientific Socialism, JCAG
appears more closely aligned with the
policies of the right-wing Dashnag party.
The goals of the Dashnag are to reclaim
their lost homeland, as specified in the
treaty of Sevres, and to seek reparations
and recognition of the crimes committed
against their people by Turkey; and they
seek a solution similar to Germany’s ad-
mission of guilt and reparations to Israel
after World War 1. JCAG, in its com-
muniques, appears to strive for these
same goals. Following the assassination
of the Turkish Ambassadors to Vienna
and Paris in October and December of
1975 respectively, JCAG, in a follow-up
communique entitled “To all the Peoples
and Governments” wrote:

Let the world realize that we will lay down
our arms only when the Turkish Government
officially denounces the genocide perpetrated
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by Turkey in 1915 against the Armenian peo-
ple and agrees to negotiate with Armenian
representatives in order to reinstate justice.

And following the bombings in New
York City and Los Angeles on October
12, 1980, JCAG stated:

‘We make clear that our struggle today
against the Turkish Government is not to be
regarded as revenge for the 1915 genocide in
which 1.5 million Armenian men, women, and
children were massacred. Our struggle today
is directed to have the Turkish Government
to admit to its responsibility for that
murderous act, as well as to return to the
Armenian people the lands taken forceably
and today occupied by the imperialist Turkish
Government since the genocide. We demand
once again that the Turkish Government ad-
mit its responsibility for the genocide of 1915
and make appropriate territorial and financial
reparations to the long-suffering Armenian
people.

This theme remains constant in all
their communiques to February 1982
with the assassination of the honorary
Turkish Consul to Boston, Orhan
Gunduz. In Paris JCAG said that:

The ehooting was to reaffirm the permanence
of our demands. The Turkish Government
must recognize the responsibility of its
predecessors in 1915 in the execution and
genocide perpetrated against the Armenian
people, and it must clearly condemn it.
Secondly, the Turkish Government must
recognize the right of the Armenian people to
constitute a free and independent state of
Armenian land which Turkey fllegally oc-
cupies.

Because ideology affects the opera-
tional strategy of a terrorist group,
JCAG concentrated its operation solely
on Turkish interests. The one possible
exception was the January 1980 triple
bombing of the offices of Swiss Air,
TWA, and British Airlines in Madrid. At
first JCAG claimed credit for the bomb-
ing, but in a later phone call to the local
press, the caller said that JCAG was not
responsible for the bombing and, in fact,
condemned it.

As the group name implies, of the
22 operations carried out by JCAG, 10
of the operations were assassinations
(resulting in 12 deaths), 6 were attempt-
ed assassinations, and 6 were bombings.

Armmenlan Secret Army for the
Liberation of Armenia. Whereas
JCAG's stance on the Armenian question
appears compatible with traditional
Armenian political beliefs, ASALA,

whose communiques are replete with
Marxist-Leninist rhetoric, considers the
Armenian question part of the interna-
tional revolutionary movement, and they
seek closer ties with Soviet Armenia.
For the first 4% years of its ex-
istence, ASALA concentrated its attacks
{the sole exception being the bombing of
the headquarters of the World Council
of Churches in Beirut in January 1975)
on Turkish installations and diplomatic
personnel. During this period, ASALA
was in the process of enlarging its
organization and base of operations in
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preparation for entering its second and
current phase.

Our second step was only possible due to the
successful completion of our first step which
had politicized the Armenian youth enough to
gain their support in the second step. This
second step contains four new developments:
(1) heavy assault on imperialist and Zionist
and reactionary forces; (2) & much greater
frequency of attacks; (3) direct communica-
tion with the Armenian masses and interna-
tional opinion; and (4) strong ties with other
revolutionary organizations including opera-
tional ties with the Kurdish Workers Party
fof Turkey).®

No doubt this “second step,” which

began on November 13, 1979, in Paris
with the triple bombing of the airline of-

" fices of KLM, Lufthansa, and Turkish

Airlines, was influenced by ASALA’s
close cooperation with the Palestinians,
most notably the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) and the
Democratic Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (DFLP). In a follow-up com-

munique to this attack, ASALA set the
theme for future operations.

Let imperialism and its collaborators all over
‘the world know that their institutions are
targets for our heros and will be destroyed.
We will kill and destroy because that is the

only language understood by imperialism.

‘While ASALA has done its share of
assassinating Turkish officials (nine),
nevertheless, half of their bombings are
directed against Western targets. The
group, operating under various ad hoc
commando names, has taken it upon
itself to carry out “military operations”
against any country which attempts to
jail or try one of its commandos. Ex-
amples of this can be seen with the ar-
rest on October 3, 1980, in Geneva of
two Armenian extremists—Suzy
Mahseredjian and Alex
Yenikomechian—who were arrested

after a bomb they were making acciden-

tally exploded in their hotel room. Until
their eventual release on January 12,
1981, and February 9, 1981, respecuve-
ly, ASALA—usmg the name October B

tion—in a 4-month period car-
ried out 18 bombings against Swiss in-
terests worldwide in an effort to force
the Swiss to release their comrades. The
two extremists received 18-month
suspended sentences and were barred
from Switzerland for 15 years.

On June 9, 1981, Mardiros
Jamgotchmnwasmughtm the act of
assassinating a Turkish diplomat—
Mehmet-Savas Yorguz—outside the
Turkish Consulate in Geneva. From the
time of his arrest on June 9 to his trial
on December 19 (he was sentenced to 16
years imprisonment), ASALA, using the
name June 9 Organization, perpetrated
15 bombings against Swiss targets
worldwide. After Jamgotchian’s trial,
ASALA, again using the name Swiss
Armenian Group 15, has, to date, car-

ried out five bombings aga.inst Swiss
targets

Switzerland is not the only country
that has been targeted by ASALA; Ita-
ly, France, and most recently Canada
have been victims of ASALA's wrath.
On May 31, 1982, three alleged ASALA
members were arrested for attempting
to bomb the Air Canada cargo building
at Los Angeles International Airport. It
is suspected that this bombing was in
retaliation for the May 18 and 20 arrests
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of four alleged ASALA members / sym-
pathizers by the Toronto police for ex-
tortion.

It is interesting to note that JCAG
has two alleged members in jail in the
United States, and they have never
launched any terrorist campaign against
the United States. The two alleged
members are Harout Sassounian, who
was arrested and found guilty of the Oc-
tober 1980 firebombing of the home of
the Turkish Consul to Los Angeles,
Kemal Arikan, and Harout’s brother
Harry, who was arrested and charged as
being one of the assailants in the
assassination of Kemal Arikan on
January 28, 1982. At this writing, he is
awaiting trial,

No terrorist group is monotheistic,
and neither are the Armenians. Both
groups share a common bond, yet they
are quite different when it comes to
achieving their goals. This difference is
also mentioned in their communiques.
Following the assassination of the
Turkish Consul General by JCAG in
Sydney, Australia, on December 17,
1980, a woman called the local -
Australian press to emphasize that her
group had no connection with the so-
called Armenian Secret Army (aka
ASALA) and that the group’s attacks
were aimed at Turkish diplomats and
Turkish institutions. On April 4, 1981,
Le Reveil, Beirut's Rightist Christian
daily, received a phone call from an
alleged JCAG member who claimed that
his group was not connected with
ASALA and that JCAG’s attacks are
“reprisal measures for the injustice com-
mitted against the Armenians; our
targets are the Turks, and Turkish in-
stitutions.”

Even ASALA has made reference to
this difference. Hagop Hagopian (the
ASALA spokesman) in an interview for
Panorama magazine said:

The Dashnag party is trying to imitate us
[{ASALA] in order to regain lost ground. The
April 18, 1980, operation in Rome against the
Turkish Ambassador to the Vatican was
organized by the Dashnags who use the name
of a revolutionary group, the Avenger Com-
mandos of the Armenian Genocide.

As for international connections
with other groups, it appears that only
ASALA, through its relationship with
the PFLP and the DFLP, has benefited
from any training and logistical support
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that the Palestinians can provide. When
asked if Palestinians used to train
Turkish terrorists in their camps, Mr.
Abu Firas, the chief Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) representative in
Turkey replied: :

In our camps, we train them to be terrorists
in their countries but to fight against Israel.
For this reason, we cannot be held responsi-
ble for training them. Since Armenians are
citizens of we also train them to
fight for the liberation of Palestine.

Although there have been reports of
links between Armenian terrorists and
Greek Cypriots, Greeks, and even the
Soviets, outside of the assistance that
ASALA has received from the Palestin-
ians, there is no proof that Armenian
terrorists are plugged into any interna-
tional terrorist network.

Conclusion

While Armenian terrorism has evoked a
greater interest in and awareness of the
Armenian question throughout the
world, the chances of Armenians attain-
ing their major objectives through ter-
rorism are nebulous at best. This has
been exemplified by the PLO, IRA,
Croatians, ete. A viable solution to the
Armenian question will only come about
through political means (e.g., United Na-
tions, lobbyist groups, etc.) and / or com-
promise on both gides. Yet, until such a
path is followed—if ever—the issues
will be kept fresh in the public’s mind
through acts of terrorism.

Although ASALA is based in west
Beirut and JCAG in east Beirut, on the
surface it would appear that the recent
Israeli invasion of Lebanon has not af-
fected the operational capabilities of
Armenian terrorists as witnessed by the
July 20 and 24 bombings of two Paris
cafes by the Orly Organization and the
July 21 attempted assassination of the
Turkish Consul General in Rotterdam by
the Armenian Red Army.

Yet on closer examination, the
bombings of the two cafes are the types
of low-level operations that can be car-
ried out by indigenous cells independent
of instructions from Beirut. While an at-
tempted assassination of an individual
traveling in an armored car with a police
escort requires detailed planning, the at-
tack against the consul general appeared
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hastily organized and very amateurish in
its execution. One possible explanation
for its failure was that Beirut was
unable to provide the hit team with
proper guidance and logistical coordina-
tion.

Although ASALA’s attack on
Ankara’s airport on August 7, 1982, was
the first airport attack by Armenian ex-
tremists, this suicide operation was
designed to obtain maximum publicity
and did not require elaborate planning
or execution,

JCAG has emerged virtually
unscathed from the invasion, and it is
only a matter of time before ASALA
can regroup in another country. France,
with its large Armenian population and
geostrategic location in Western

-Europe, has been mentioned as a possi-

ble base of operation for ASALA. Wher-
ever they find a “home,” what remains
1o be seen is the type of strategy and
tactics they pursue once they are able to
fully renew their operations.

NOTE .
Because the historical record of the 1915 !
events in Asia Minor is ambiguous, the
Department of State does not endorse !
allegations that the Turkish Government :
committed a genocide against the Arme- |
nian people. Armenian terrorists use '
this allegation to justify in part their
continuing attacks on Turkish diplomats |
and installations. :

1The number of Armenians killed in 1915
is a central issue in the dispute between
Armenians and Turkey. The Armenian com-
munity contends that those killed in 1916
were part of a genocide against nians
orchestrated by the Turkish Government.
Turkey on the other hand states that, at
most, 200,000 Armenians died, and their
deaths were not the result of & planned
mmbututhertheuaﬁ:sofwm
which many Turks also lost their lives. It is
for this reason that Turkey refuses to
acknowledge guilt or make any sort of
restitution / compensation to descendants or
survivors, as Germany did for Israel after
World War II.

By operating under many different
names, the terrorists hope to give the impres-
sion of the existence of numerous groups, im-
p]yixg & broader base of support within the
worldwide Armenian community.

5The Kurds, who were pressed into
military service under the man Empire, =
played an important role in the liquidation
a}ng ximasaa'e of Armenians through World

ar i.
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on Labor and Human Resources are
committed to passing this bill and
sending 1t an to the President for his
signature.

I urge the whole House to join today
in sending-this strong health legisia-

tion onward to the Senate and the

President.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the mot.lon offered by
the gentleman from California er
WaxmAR] that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3079, as
amended.

The question was tsken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the biil,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

. GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on
HLR. 3979, the bill just passed.

The Chair r izes the th

from Michigan (Mr. Forol.
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FORD of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks, and to include extraneous
matter, on House Jolnt Resolution
247.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is
there objection to the request of the
gentieman from Michigan? -

‘There was no objection.

Mr. FORD of Michigan. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself guch time as I may -

consume.
Mr. Speaker, I support House Joint
Resolution 247 which designates April
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commited acts that are so cruel or bar-
barous.

Actions of this nature during this
century have also been particularly
reprehensible. Although sclence and
medicine took gigantic strides, millions
have been killed all over the world.
One of the first massacres of the cen-
tury was in Armenia. This resolution
will hopefully bring some small
amount of comfort to second and third
generation Armenian  Americans
whose grandfathers and grandmothers
were killed in the attacks—or wit-
nessed the outrage.

I strongly support this resolution be-
cause 1 believe it is our duty never to
forget this or other acts of genocide.
We must not forget. But, I also sincer-

24, 1985 as a “National Day of R
brance of Man’s Inhumanity to Man"
and marks the 70th anniversary of the
genocide of 1% million Armenians in
Turkey.

This resolutlon which has over 330

3 pays to the vi

and survivors of this horrible massacre
that predates the Naz! Holocaust by
nearly two decades.

B of the evil that swept

‘The SPEAKER pro 1 Is
there to the st. of the
gentleman from California?

Therevnsnom PR——
&

NATIONAL DAY OF REMEM-
BRANCE OF MAN'S INHUMAN-
ITY TO MAN

Mr. FORD of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the joint resolution ¢H.J. Res.
247) to designate April 24, 1984, as
“National Day of Remembrance of
Man's Inhumanity to Man,” as amend-

ed.

“The Clerk read as follows:

. H.J. Res. 247

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentalives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled, That April 24, 1985,
is hereby designated as “National Day of
Remembrance of Man’s Inhumanity to
Man”, and the President of the United
States is suthorized and requested to issue a
proclamation caliing upon the people of the
United States to obeserve such day as a day
of r ance for all of
especially the one and one-half million
people of American ancestry who were vic-
tims of the genocide perpetrated in Turkey
between 1915 and 1923, and in whoae
memory this date is commemorated by all
Am;;nim and their friends thmughoul the
‘worl

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is a
second demanded?
Mr. DANNEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I

* demand & second.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. With-
out objection, a second will be consid-
ered as ordered.

‘There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Forpl
will be recognized for 20 minutes and
the gentleman from California {Mr.
DanneMEYER] will be recognized for 20

through Europe during World War II
we tend to forget the stark brutality
of what happened to these 1.5 million
Armenians. They were victims of a ter-
rible genocide that should stand, along
with the Third Reich, as a grisly
symbol of man’s inhuman capabilities.

‘This resolution honors not only the
brutalized Armenians, but those who
have fallen victim to tyrants of the
world in all genocides.

And it serves notice to all the world
that America will not again slumber
while innocent men, women and chil-
dren are slaughtered by cruel u:d evil
despots.

Americans can only know vicaﬂoux!y
the horrors of attempts-to stamp out

ly beli it y {0 make a few
observations about elements left un-
clear by the resolution.

First, over the past 2 yuu. there
has been considerable controversy
about the position of the U.8. Depart-
ment of State. Two years ago, in the
August 1982 issue of the Bulletin, the
Department printed an article on Ar-
menian terrorism. This article con-
cluded with & note that the State De-
partment “does not endorse allega-
tions that the Turkish Government
committed a genocide against the Ar-
menian people.” Although in the next
issue of the Bulletin, the State De-
partment issued a disclaimer of that
note, it is still a fact that the original
langusge of this kind by an -official
U.S. agency only further confuses the
record. Since history is quite clear
that mass killings took place, there is
little use In obfuscation. American
policy toward that area of the world is,
as implemented, in the opinion of this
Member quite rationsal; confusion on
this issue only unnecessarily detracts
from it. Hopefully, this statement will
serve us a clarification of the written

an entire race for political r Be-
cause of our own heritage we cannot
comprehend such horrific actions. To
us they are utterly unthinkable. But
the history is clear and well document-
ed. In times of collective madness such
things do happen.

We cannot guarantee that some-
where down history’s winding path
genocide again will not claim its hap-
less victims.

But by actions such as that proposed
here today we can play a amall part in
putting the world on notice that the
strongest Nation in history is also a
nation of compassionate, vigilant

_beople.

Mr. DANNEMEYER. Mr. Sperker, 1
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from
Nebrasks [Mr. BEREUTER].

Mr. BEREUTER. I thank the ze.nue-
man for yielding time to me.

Mr. Speaker, today we are about to
pass a resolution that attempts to
bring the public’s attention to the nu-
merous historical instances in which
man has been inhumane to man on a
very large scale. It is very truly impos-
sible to explaln why man has so often

1tk that d confusion.

Becond, the atrocities in Armenia, in
which over a million people died, were
commited by the Army of the Otto-
man Empire in 1815. This Army con-
sisted of Turkish and Kurdish soldiers.
1 do not wish to belabor the obvious,
but present day Turkish realities have
as little to do with the Ottoman
Empire as does present day Austria
represent a mirror image of the Haps-
burg Empire

Third, few of the democratically
elected political leaders of today's
Turkey were never born when the
atrocities took place. It is a grave
lesson which they must remember, but
it should not be held or used against
them.

Fourth and last, this resolution
should not be misconstrued or misun-
derstood by the wrong personsa. By rec-
ognizing the genocide agalnst millions
of innocent Armenians, we abhore, at
the same time, the acts of the small
faction of Armenians who choose to
remember their slain ancestors by
sowing the same kl.nd of terror and vi-
olence.

~
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Mr. Speaker, I hope this resolution
shall pass and I commend my col-
leagues to vote affirmatively for it.

Mr. FORD of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. CorLRO].

Mr. COELHO. I thank the chairman
of the committee.

Mr. Speaker, the resolution (H.J.
Res. 247) presently under consider-
ation would designate April 24, 1885,
as “National Day of Remembrance of
Man's Inhumanity to Man,” and au-
thorize and request the President to
issue a proclamation calling upon the
people of the United States to observe
such day in memory of all victims of
genocide, especially the 1% million
people of Armenian ancestry who lost
their lives in Turkey between 1915 and
1923

April 24, 1985, will mark the 70th an- .

niversary of the genocide against the
Armenians.

The importance of this commemora-
tion cannot and should not be under-
estimated. Earlier this year, I visited
the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial
in Israel and was overwhelmed by how
the cold-blooded, calculated, and sys-
tematic slaughter of 6 million Jews
could have been executed by the Nazis
in the middle of the 20th century.
Then I .remembered Hitler's chilling
comment before the Nazi invasion of
Poland: “Our strength is in our quick-
ness and brutality * *°. Who still
talks nowadays of the extermination
of the Armenians?”

In our day-to-day lives, the thought
of genocide is difficult to imagine, ago-
nizing to dwell upon, but, as Hitler
demonstrated in word.and deed, too
dangerous to forget.

The murder of 1.5 million Armeni-
ans was the first genocide of the 20th
century. Yet because their trauma was
largely forgotten, other peoples
throughout this century have had to
suffer through further genocides. Con-
tinued silence can only lead other ty-
rants to believe they can get away
with such crimes against humanity. It
is for the past—as well as potential—
victims that such days of remem-
brance are so important.

As a nation, we have risen to great-
ness time and time again when coming
to the ald of peoples whose survival
has been threatened. In the 1920’s, fol-
lowing the mass slaughter and depor-
tation of the Armenian people from
their historic homeland, the United
States, through the Near East Rellef
and other organizations, provided ref-
ugee assistance to hundreds of thou-
sands of Armenian orphans and other
survivors of the genocide. The .free-
dom and opportunity they found here
rekindled thelr dreams, and soon, the
inviolable Armenian spirit began to
prosper once again.

The Armenian-American community
has contributed much to American so-
ciety. Today, Armenian-Americans
excell in many areas from sciences and
the arts to business and industry, and

are beginning to enjoy major successes
in the political arena as well.

For the Armenlans, April 24 has
become a rallying point; a day of com-
memoration for the victims and a day
of renewal for the survivors and their
descendants. I am proud to say that
my district in the surrounding Fresno
area includes one of the most vigorous
Armenian communities in America.
Many of my constituents survived the
terrible slaughter of 1815 and bear the
scars of waiching their mothers and
fathers murdered in cold blood. They
have worked hard, participated in the
growth of our Nation, and added im-
measurably to the richness of our cul-
ture. To them, April 24 Is a testament
to their spirit, a peaceful outlet for
the emotional trauma they have suf-
fered. They strongly resent—as do I
and many of my colleagues—the insult
of those who would say that recogni-

- tion of their day is somehow a capitu-
lation to terrorism.

Mr. Speaker, I would llke to include
in the REcorp a letter from Governor
Deukmejian of California in which he
supports House Joint Resolution 247.
If I may read from the letter:

Dear ToNy: I am writing to personally ex-
press my support of House Joint Resolution
247.... 1t is our duty to call attention to the
atrocities that occurred many years ago be-
cause if the humane people of this world
don’t remember, you can be sure the tyrants
vnu-n.nd history will go on repeating itself

lee Governor Deukmejian, Armeni-
ans throughout the country have been
organizing support for this resolution.
And it seems that an overwhelming
majority of my colleagues in the
House have concluded that this bill
merits passage. House Joint Resolu-
tion 247 was introduced over a year
ago and in that time has gathered 234
cosponsors from all regions of the
country. The bill has received broad
bipartisan support from ranking mem-
bers of both parties. In the event of
this bill's passage, I feel we can once
again say that Congress has continued
its firm humanitarian stand on this
important moral issue by voting to
designate Apri) 24, 1985, as a “Nation-
al Day of Remembrance of Man's In-
humarity to Man.”
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The letter from Governor Deukme-
)lan is as follows: N
STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
Govenxor's OFFICE,
Sacramento, July 6, 1984.
Hon. Tory CorLHo,
Congressman, Cannon House Office Build-
ing, Washington,

Dean Tony: I am wrmng to personally ex-
press my support of H.J.R. 247 which desig-
nates April 24, 1985, a “National Day of Re-
membrance of Man's Inhumsanity to Man.”
This day would be so designated for all vic-
tims of genocide, and in particular, the one
and one-half million people of Armenian an-
cestry who lost thelr lives in Turkey be-
tween 1815 and 1923,

As you well know, the luthem.lcit.y of the

es has been by many repu-
table public officials, historians, and others,

including American Ambassador Henry
Morgenthau and the distinguished British
statesman, Lord Bryce. Yet, the Armenian
genocide has gone largely unnoticed by the
world community.

It is our duty to call attention to the
atrocities that occurred many years ago be-

-cause {f the humane people of this world

don’t remember, you can be sure the tyrants
will—and history will go on repeating itself.
One cannot ignore the chilling words of
Adolph Hitler before he began his reign of
terror during World War II, “Who still talks
nowadays of the extermination of the Ar-
menians?”

1 strongly support HJ.R. 247. You may
use this letter in any manner that you deem
appropriate to gain passage of HJ.R. 247.

Most Cordially,
. GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN.

Mr. DANNEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

1 rise in support of House Joint Res-
olution 247 designating April 24, 1985,
as “National Day of Remembrance .of
Man's Inhumanity to Man.” Mr.
Speaker, in supporting House Joint
Resolution 247 I feel we are recogniz-
ing the historic tragedies of yester-
year, such as 70 years ago when 1.5
million Armenian lives were needlessly
lost. House Joint Resolution 247 will
remember them and all victims of past
inhumanity on April 24, 1985.

However, it does not mean that I
shall ever condone terrorism agalnst
Turkish diplomats or any form of ter-
rorism against any. nation or its
people.
® Mr. PASHAYAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in strong support of House Joint Reso-

.Jution 247 and urge its passage.

As 8 Member of Congress who repre-
sents a large Armenian constituency, I
fully recognize and appreciate the ef-
forts that- my colleague from Califor-
nia [Mr. CoeLno) has extended on
behalf of the thousands of Armenians
who have adopted this Nation.

The bill before us today, along with
President Reagan’s announcement last
week urging ratification of the Inter-
national Convention on the Preven-
tion and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide, is a basic recommitment to
what President Harry 8. Truman
stated™In 'his original message to the
Senate urging ratification:

1 also emphasized that America has long
been a symbol of freedom and democratic
progress to peoples less favored than we
have been and that we must maintain their
belief in us by our policies and our acts.

House Joint Resolution 247 is a sym-
bolic gesture requesting the President
to issue a proclamation calling upon
the people of the United States to ob-
serve April 24 as a day of remem-
brance for all victims of -genocide, es-
peciaily the 1% million Armenians
who were victims of this century’s first
genocide, which began on April 24,
1915.

President Reagan, on April 22, 1881,
issued a proclamation stating: “Like
the genocide of the Armenians before
it * * © the lessons of the Holocaust
must never be forgotte:
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Ratification of the Genocide Con-
vention calls for this Nation to recog-
nize “that at all periods of history
genocide has inflicted great losses on
humanity; and being convinced that,
in order to liberate mankind from
such an odious scourge, international
cooperation is required.”

Passage of House Joint Resolution
247 15 complementary of our country's
renewed efforts in ratification of the
Genocide Convention. 1 strongly urge
my colleagues to join me in supporting
this worthy effort.e
@ Mr. WRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of this bill, House Joint Reso-
lution 247, which would designate
April 24, 1985, as & “National Day of
Remembrance of Man's Inhumanity to
Man.”

This bill will be a {itting and overdue
memorial to all victims of genocide,
particularly the 1% million Armenians
who were victims of the first planned
extermination of the 20th century.

On April 24, 1915, hundreds of Ar-
menian Teligious, political, and intel-
lectual leaders were rounded up by the
Ottoman Turkish Government and
murdered in cold blood. The genocide
that followed was the culmination of
ongoing persecution against the Arme-
nian people which began in the second
half of the 19th century. The Otto-
man rulers boasted at the time that
the annihilation of the Armenian pop-
ulation would be a final solution to
the Armenian question. The echo of
that cry was heard a generation later
at Nazi death camps, where Jewish
people were being systematically ex-
terminated.

Fortunsately, they were both wrong.
The indomitable Armenian spirit pre-
served and escaped extinction, in part,
through the efforts of President
Woodrow Wilson, then Ambassador to
the Ottoman Empire, Henry Morgen-
thau, and many charitable institutions
such as the Near East Relief Bociety.

Today, the Armenians are a vigorous
and thriving people who have survived
the trauma of 1915. Through their
diligence and persistence, they have
become an integral part of our Ameri-
can society, and have added greatly to
the richness of our social fabric.

However, the memory of the atroci-
ty still haunts the survivors and their
descendants. As their plight remains
littie understood, if not buried, their
wounds remain open. Their only outlet
has been yearly commemorations on
April 24. This date has become not
only & symbol of their ruptured past,
but a rallying point for their resur-
gence.

Lest we indulge in self-righteous-
ness, Americans would do well to re-
flect also that elements of genocidal
barbarism were present in some of the
more brutal acts of extermination

inst American Indi to our last-
ing shame.

This resolution is an important
moral statement of great meaning to
many American citizens who have con-
tributed so much to our Nation. I have
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visited Armenian communities in Cali-
fornia and have recognized how mean-
ingful the April 24 commemoration is
to their heritage as well as their sense
of renewal,

The sentlment and the deep commit-
ment bespoken here should have
meaning for us all. It is an abiding
part of the American faith. It ts in-
cumbent on us all to join with those
who celebrate this date by shining a
light on the past and learning from it,
pledging that it shall never happen
again, rather than burying the past
and robbing ourselves of its lessons.@

@ Mr. LOTT. Mr. Bpeaker, I rise in
support of House Joint Resolution
247, a resolution which designates
April 24, 1085, as the “National Day.Qf
Remembrance of Man’s Inhumanity
Man.” This resolution calls upon the
President to Issue a proclamation
urging the American people to observe
April 24 8s a day of remembrance for
all genocide victims, particularly those
Armenians who were killed during an
8-year genocide campaign in Turkey
by the Ottoman Empire. Although
this terrible tragedy occurred almost
70 years ngo, it has been used to justi-
fy recent terrorist actions against
‘Turkish diplomats, none of whom had
any part in the events of 1915, and
such terrorist actions are equally as
abhorrent.

As Republican whip, I urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution, and
I would lke to particularly acknowl-
edge the efforts of my colleague from
California [Mr. PasHaYAN] in behalf of
this measure.@
® Mr. BIAGGI. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of this resolution, House Joint
Resolution 247, to designate April 24,
1685, as “National Day of Remem-
brance of Man’s Inhumanity to Man.”
As on who believes strongly that we
should constantly speak out against all
violations of human rights—both past
and present, and as a cosponsor of this
resolution, I urge all my colleagues to
lend thelr support to this measure.

It was the mobilization for World
War I thit set the stage for the tragic
genocide of thousands of Christian Ar-
menians. By February 1915, the Turk-
ish Government had already begun to
segregate Armenians into labor battal-
fons, as well as disarming and deport-
ing countless others. On April 24, 1915,
about 200 Armenian religious, politi-
cal, and intellectual leaders were ar-
rested in Istanbul and were either
exiled or murdered. And 50 began the
grim carnage against Armenians that
was carried out throughout the Otto-
man Empire in all Armenian centers.
This carnage continued for several
years despite efforts in the United
Statés to end the atrocities through
diplomatic pressures and by express-
ing to Turkey a deep sense of concern
and outrage. By 1823, 1.5 million Ar-
menians had perished, and more than
500,000 were exiled.

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, the Ar-
menian genocide is a historical fact.
By remembering this dark chapter in
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human history we not only honor
those who perished, but we also ex-
press our abhorrence for all forms of
physical violence against innocent
human lves—be it in the form of
genocide or terrorism and be it in 1815
or today.

As citizens of a nation that was
founded on the principles of personal
and religious freedom we are obligated
to take notice of any abrogation of
these precious liberties both past and
present. In designating April 24, 1985,
as “National Day of Remembrance of
Man's Inhumanity to Man,” we should
also reaffirm our dedication to the
principles of personal and religious
freedom, and our commitment to pro-
moting peace and liberty throughout
the world.e §
@ Mr. SHANNON. Mr. Spesaker, I rise
to -join my colleagues in support of
House Joint Resolution 247, to desig-
nate April 24, 1985, a day of remem-
brance of man’'s inhumanity to man.
House Joint Resolution 247 is a tribute
to all victims of genocide, especially
those who died In the Turkish massa-
cre of Armenians in the course of
World War L.

On April 24, 1915, the Ottoman
Empire launched & ruthless campaign
to eliminate the Ar ian race. By
1923, 1.5 million Armenian people had
been murdered and another 500,000
had been exiled from their homeland.

Modern Turkey has yet to face up to
the implications of those events.
Indeed, for many years, the world
community refused to condemn or
even confront the first genocide of
this century. The repurcussions of
that refusal were most strikingly illus-
trated by Hitler’s assurance to doubt-
ing coconspirators, as he embarked on
a plan to annihilate the Jewish people,
that no one remembered the Armeni-
an genocide that had taken place only
15 years earlier.

We cannot let this dark episode in
world history be forgotten ever again.
We must remember the tragedy in
order to learn from it and prevent its
recurrence. It Is in this spirit that
House Joint Resolution 247 directs us,
as a nation, to reflect on the signifi-
cance of thg events of 1915, not to
avenge, but rather to honor those who
died, to celebrate the survival of the
Armenian race, and to renew our com-
mitment to eliminating racial and reli-
gious violence from the world.e

Mr. DANNEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I
have no more requests for time, and 1
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. FORD of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Michigan [Mr.
Forpl that the House suspend the
rules and pass the joint resolution,
House Joint Resolution 247, as amend-
ed.




H 9230

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the joint
resolution, as amended, was passed.

The title of the joint resolution was
amended so as to read: “Joint resolu-
tion to designate April 24, 1985, as ‘Na-
tional Day of Remembrance of Man's
Inhumanity to Man."”

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

ABANDONED SHIPWRECK ACT
OF 1884

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 3194) to provide
for the protection of any historic ship-
wreck or historic structure located on
the seabed or in the subsoil of the
lands beneath navigable waters within
the boundaries of the United States,
as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3194
SHORT TITLE

SecTioN 1. This Act may be cited as the
“Abandoned Shipwreck Act of 1984™.
. h FINDINGS

Skc. 2. The Congress finds that—

(1) States have the responsibility for man-
agement of a broad range of living and non-
living resources in State waters and sub-
merged lands; and

(2) included in the range of resources are
certain abandoned shipwrecks.

DEFINITIONS

Skc. 3. For purposes of this Act—

(1) The term “National Register” means
the National Register of Historic Places
maintained by the Secretary of the Interior
under section 101 of the National Historlc
Preservation Act (16 U.S.C. 470a).

(2) The term “shipwreck” means a vessel
or wreck, its cargo, and other contents.

(3) The term “State™ means a State of the
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(b) The title of the United States to any
abandoned shipwreck asserted under subsec-
tion (a) of this section Is transferred to the
State in or on whose submerged lands the
shipwreck is located.

(c) Any abandoned shipwreck in or on the
public lands of the United States (except
the outer Continental Shelf) is the property
of the United States Government.

(d) This section does not affect any right
reserved by the United States or by any
State (including any right reserved with re-
spect to Indian lands) under—

(1) section 3, 5, or 6 of the Submerged
Lands Act (43 US.C. 1311, 1313, and 1314);
or

(2) section 18 or 20 of the Act of March 3,
1899 (33 US.C. 414-415).

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS

BEc. 5. () The law of salvage shall not
apply to abandoned shipwrecks to which
section 4 of this Act applies.

(b) This Act shall not change the laws of
the United States relating to shipwrecks,
other than those which this Act applies.

(¢) This Act shall not affect any suit filed
before the date of enactment of this Act.

GUIDELINES

Sec. 8. To clarify that State waters and
shipwrecks offer recreational and education-
al opportunities to sport divers and other in-
terested groups, the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation, established under sec-
tion 201 of the Historic Preservation Act (16
U.S.C. 4701), in consultation with appropri-
ate public and private sector interests (in-
cluding archeologists salvors, sport divers,
hostoric preservationists, and State Historic
Preservation Officers) shall publish, within
6 months after the enactment of this Act,
advisory idelt for the protecti of
shipwrecks and properties. Such guidelines
shall assist States and the United States
Government in developing legislation and
regulations to carry out their responsibil-
ities under this Act in such manner as wilt
allow for—

(1) recreational exploration of shipwreck
sites, and

(2) private sector recovery of shipwrecks,
which is not injurious to the shipwreck or

United States, the District of Col
Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Islands,
American Samoa, and the Northern Mari-
ana Islands.

{4) The term “submerged lands” means
the lands—

(A) that are “lands beneath navigable
waters,” as defined in section 2 of the Sub-
merged Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1301);

(B) of Puerto Rico, 85 described in section
8 of the Act of March 2, 1917 (48 U.S.C.
749): and

(C) beneath the navigable waters of
Guam, the Virgin Islands, Agerican Samoa,
and the Northern Mariana Islands, {nclud-
ing inland navigable waters and waters that
extend seaward Lo the outer limit of the ter-
ritorial sea.

{5) The terms ''public lands” and “Indian
lands” have the same meaning as when used
in the Archaeological Resources Protection
Act of 1879 (7 U.S.C. 470aa-47011).

RIGHTS OF OWNERSHIP

8kc. 4. (a) The United States asserts title
to any abandoned shipwreck that is—

(1) substantially buried in submerged
lands of a State; !

(2) in coralline [ormations protected by a
State on submerged lands of a State; or

(3) on submerged lands of a State when—

(A) such shipwreck is included in or deter-
mined eligible for inclusion in the National
Register; and .

(b) the public is given adequate notice of
the location of such shipwreck.

the envir surr the site.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, a second is not re-
quired on this motion. -

The gentleman from North Carolina
[Mr. Jones) will be recognized for 20
minutes and the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. PriTcHARD] will be
recognized for 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina [Mr. JONES).

Mr. JONES of North Carolina, Mr.

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I

may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to urge my
colleages to pass H.R. 3194, the Aban-
doned Shipwreck Act of 1984. The cen-
tral purpose of the legislation is to
clarify the title of States to certain
abandoned shipwrecks within State
waters. The overall intent of the legls-
lation is to make clear the right of the
States to manage these shipwrecks to
enable them to preserve their histori-
cal significance.

The need for the legislation stems
from current questions as to whether
States have the authority to regulate
and manage shipwrecks on State
lands. Since the passage of the Sub-
merged Lands Act of 1853, States have
held title to the lands and resources
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beneath the navigable waters within
State boundaries, extending seaward 3
miles, and have managed a wide range |
of resources and activities in these
areas. Management of  certain
shipwrecks in these same areas is
completely consistent with thls exist-
ing State authority. To date, all States
regulate archeological excavations on
State lands and approximately 25
States specifically claim the right to
regulate abandoned shipwrecks on
State lands. However, several recent
Federal district court cases have
reached conflicting conclusions on the
management of these shipwrecks. The
purpose of thls legislation, therefore,
is simply to clarify that States have
title to, and regulatory suthority over,
a certain class of abandoned ship-
wrecks on State lands.

Specifically, the legislation transfers
to States title to abandoned ship-
wrecks that are, first, sustantially
buried in submerged lands of a State;
second, located in coral formations on,
of the State; or third, determined to
be eligible for, or actually listed on,
the National Register of Historic
Places. For this class of abandoned
shipwrecks, the legislation specifies
that the law of salvage shall not apply.
For the other abandoned shipwrecks
not falling within this narrow class,
traditional admiralty law will continue
to apply. |

The legislation reaffirms Federal
ownership of abandoned shipwrecks
lying on Federal lands and directs the
Advisory Councll on Historic Preserva-
tion to develop guidelines to assist the
States and the Federal Government in
carrying out their responsibilities for
managing these abandoned ship-
wrecks. The Council is directed to de-
velop guidelines that would allow for
recreational diving on the wrecks and
to utilize, as appropriate, private
sector salvage efforts in the recovery
of these abandoned wrecks.

The Committee on Merchant Marine
and Fisheries has been considering
this issue since legislation was first in-
troduced by our distinguished col-
league from Florida, Mr. BENNETT, in
January of 1979. After I introduced
H.R. 3194 with five original cosponsors
on June 2, 1883, the committee con-
ducted a deliberate and thorough ex-
amination of all the issues associated
with the legislation. In September of
19883, the committee held a hearing on
H.R. 3194, at which State officials, ar-
chaeologists, sport divers, and salvors
testified. I met personally with several
representatives of salvor interests and
with the salvors themselves, and my
staff has consulted extensively with
all of the groups that may be affected
by this legislation. After 1 year of
thorough and extensive investigation
into the legislation, the committee
conducted a markup of the bill and or-
dered it reported by a unanimous vote.
Following action by my committee,
the Interior Committee also conducted
a hearing on H.R. 3194 in July and




