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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 27, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTS~ 
SUBJECT: Address: International Concrete 

and Aggregates Show Convention 

Richard Darman has asked that comments on the above-
re ferenced remarks be sent directly to Ben Elliott by close 
of business today. The remarks stress opposition to big 
government, central planning, and regulation, and support 
for free enterprise and unleashing the profit motive. The 
remarks also review the progress of the economic recovery, 
and express support for line-item veto authority (the form 
is not specified) and a constitutional amendment mandating a 
balanced Federal budget. 

On page 9, line 7, the President refers to his support for 
the creation of a "bipartisan commission" to deal with the 
deficit. What the President proposed in his State of the 
Union address was the designation by the congressional 
leadership of a bipartisan group of congressional repre­
sentatives to meet with administration representatives. Use 
of the term "bipartisan commission" suggests an advisory 
committee along the lines of the Scowcroft, Social Security, 
and Kissinger Commissions. I think we should avoid use of 
the "bipartisan commission" label to avoid the confusion 
about exactly what the President meant that characterized 
media reports after the address. I would delete "by 
supporting the creation of a bipartisan commission" and 
substitute "by urging the congressional leadership to 
designate a bipartisan group of congressional repre­
sentatives to work with my representatives on this 
question." 

The attached memorandum includes this suggestion and two 
more minor grammatical ones. 

Attachment 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 27, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
DIRECTOR, PRESIDENTIAL SPEECHWRITING OFFICE 

FRED F. FIELDING 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

Address: International Concrete 
and Ag9regates Show Convention 

Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced draft 
remarks. On page 9, line 7, we recommend deleting "by 
supporting the creation of a bipartisan commission" and 
substituting "by urging the congressional leadership to 
designate a bipartisan group of congressional repre­
sentatives to work with my representatives on this 
question." What the President proposed in his State of 
the Union address was quite different from a "bipartisan 
commission" such as the Scowcroft, Social Security, or 
Kissinger Commissions. Use of the term "bipartisan 
commission" to describe the President's proposal for a 
bipartisan group of congressional representatives meeting 
with Administration officials would create considerable 
confusion over precisely what the President intended. 

On page 3, line 11, either "energies" should be "energy" or 
"it" should be "them." 

On page 3, line 23, "there" should be "therefrom" or "from 
it." 

cc: Richard G. Darman 

FFF:JGR:aea 1/27/84 
bee: FFFielding/JGRoberts/Subj/Chron 
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story of that old farmer who took over a parcel of creek-bottom 

land that had never been cleared. It was covered with rocks and 

brush and had deep ruts, but he was determined to make it 

flourish. He cleared the brush, he hauled away the rocks, 

cultivated the soil, and planted the crops. Before long he had a 

beautiful garden. Proud of what he'd accomplished, one Sunday he 

asked the minister to drop_ by after church to see it. 

Well, the reverend came out, and he was impressed. "That's 

the tallest corn I've ever seen," he said. "The Lord certainly 

has blessed this land." Then he said, "Those melons are so 

large. Praise the Lord." He went on that way -- tomatoes, 

squash, and beans, he praised the Lord. 

The old farmer was getting pretty edgy. Finally, he 

couldn't take it any more, "Reverend," he said, "With all due 

respect, I wish you could have seen this place when the Lord was 

taking care of it by Himself." 

We Americans have always been grateful to God for the 

blessings bestowed on this land. One of our greatest blessings 

was freedom that unleashed the creative energy of our people. 

That energy took an undeveloped land, with vast stretches of 

wilderness and desert, and turned it into an economic dynamo that 

has provided a better quality of life and greater degree of 

freedom for more people than any other in history. 

There are many explanations for the American miracle; not 

one of them is Government planning. I can't help but think that, 

had Chicago faced modern Federal regulations, we'd still be 

stepping over the burned out wrecks left by the great fire. Of 
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job because they are not just following orders1 they are doing 

what they want to do. 

Profit motive unleashed an explosion of energy in this 

country. A young Frenchman named Alexis de Tocqueville, 

traveling through America in the 1830's, wrote, "America is a 

land of wonders, in which everything is in constant motion and 

every change seems an improvement." He said that, "No natural 

boundary seems to be set to the efforts of man; and in his eyes 

what is not yet done is only what he has not yet attempted to 

do." 

Those who are uncomfortable with profit motive may not 

understand something you folks in business know well. Making a 

profit means filling other people's needs, and doing it 

efficiently, courteously, and at as low a price as possible. 

Because our business men and women have been working for profit, 

the American people p~y a lower percentage of their income for 

food and the necessities of life than people anywhere else in the 

world. 

Of course, mistakes sometimes happen. There is a story of a 

fellow whose friend was so successful that he was opening up a 

new branch office. A floral arrangement was ordered for the 

occasion. He was upset when he got to the opening to find a 

wreath reading, "Rest in peace." On the way home the man stopped 

by the flower shop to complain and the owner told him to calm 

down. Things weren't all that bad. "Just think," the owner 

said, "Somewhere today, someone was buried under a flower 

arrangement inscribed: 'Good luck in your new location.'" 
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American character. For the first time the refrain was heard 

that America's best days were behind her. 

Economic stagnation held us in a vice-like grip while 

double-digit inflation picked our pockets. 

Twenty-one-and-one-half percent interest rates knocked the 

construction and automobile industries right off their feet. 

know this isn't a political gathering, but does anyone really 

want to go back to those days? 

I 

The woes from which we are now emerging were not the result 

of some uncontrollable cycle. Nor were they a result of 

personality defects in our political leaders. Instead, we 

strayed too far from those truths which served as the basis of 

American progress. Government was spending too much, draining 

away any chance for growth in the private sector. Federal taxes 

were too high, undercutting the incentive to worf or invest. 

Federal regulation was beyond all reason, tying our hands, 

threatening our freedom. 

Getting this situation straightened out and p11tting this 

country back on the right road has not been easy. The job is not 

done, but we have made a beginning. I want to take this . 

opportunity to thank each of you, and to thank you collectively 

as an organization for all the support you've given over the last 

36 months. What we've accomplished couldn't have been done 

without the active support of you and good folks like you. I 

want you to know I appreciate it very much. 

Together, we've put the inflation monster in a cage and 

we've broken the inflation mentality. 
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We've turned stagnation and decline into robust growth, 

6 percent in 1983. Productivity is up. Consumer spending is up. 

Factory use is up. Housing starts and auto sales are up. 

Most encouraging, venture capital, which lays the foundation 

for a better tomorrow, is way up. During 1983, $3.S billion was 

raised -- nearly four times more than in 1980. 

Working people are already seeing results. More people are, · 

in fact, working today than ever before in our history. 

Unemployment took its biggest drop in post-war history last year. 

Furthermore, real wages went u~ ~ last year. When we got to 

Washington, real wages were going down. 

One statistic of which I'm most proud: A working family 

earning $25,000 has $1,100 more in purchasing power than if we 

had kept the same tax and inflation rates we inherited from the 

last Administration. In short, the American people are better 

off. 

We inherited despair and turned it into hope. With hard 

work and common sense, we turned the ~ra of limits into an era of 

opportunity. 

We've come a long way, but much remains for us to do. 

Turning the economy around was priority number one. Now we can 

turn to the equally difficult task of streamlining Government, 

making it mor~ efficient and responsive. We've made a start here 

too. We've transferred a host of programs back to the State and 

local levels, programs that should never have been the Federal 

Government's responsibility in the first place. 

We also put to work a team of experts from the private 

sector to determine where changes can be made to eliminate waste 
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individuals of good will, individuals who want what's best for 

this country. 

Nobody should ever sell America or Americans short. We are 

today recapturing much of the spirit of enterprise about which 

de Tocqueville wrote. Your industry, more than most, reflects 

this spirit. You've proven that those willing to take a chance, 

willing to work hard and live right, can accomplish great things. 

You need only look around you to find successful individuals at 

the head of impressive comp~nies who started with a pick or 

shovel, or driving a truck. 

This magnificent theater in which we are meeting.today was 

built by an individual who started in the sand and gravel 

industry, Colonel Henry Crown. His father, Arie, after whom this 

theater is named, was a Lithuanian immigrant. Henry Crown and 

his brother borrowed the money needed to get started. From this 

humble beginning, Henry Crown became one the the most successful 

men in the American business. Reflecting the good and decent 

values at the heart of this country, he has been one of this 

country's leading philanthropists. 

His story is not unique among this group. You are powerful 

forces for good in communities across our country. Walt Whitman 

once wrote, "O America because you build for mankind I build for 

you." 

Today, American liberty shines brightly, offering proof to a 

mankind plagued with tyranny and deprivation, that there is a 

better way. Together, we can keep America the blessed land of 

freedom and opportunity God meant it to be. 

Thank you and God bless you. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH t NG TON 

January 31, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTsy,;:5{ 

SUBJECT: Remarks: National Prayer Breakfast 

Richard Darman has asked that comments on the above­
referenced remarks be sent directly to Ben Elliott £y 
4:00 p.m. today. The remarks reflect upon the importance 
of prayer, and stress the success of the Year of the Bible 
proclamation. Aside from mention of that proclamation 
itself, the only politically controversial reference is one 
on page 3, lines 12-13 to "the right of our children to 
worship God in their schools." The President simply states 
that on this issue we should all work and pray together. 

I have no legal objections, although the opening joke -­
Churchill's famous quip about how more people would come 
to see him hanged than to hear him speak -- strikes me as 
inappropriate. 

Attachment 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 31, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
DIRECTOR, PRESIDENTIAL SPEECHWRITING OFFICE 

FROM: FRED F. FIELDING 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Remarks: National Prayer Breakfast 

Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced remarks, 
and finds no objection to them from a legal perspective. I 
would point out, however, that I found the Churchill story 
on page one to be somewhat inappropriate. 

cc: Richard G. Darman 

FFF:JGR:aea 1/31/84 
bee: FFFielding/JGRoberts/Subj/Chron 



THE WHJTE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 31, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
DIRECTOR, PRESIDENTIAL SPEECHWRITING OFFICE 

FROM: FRED F. FIELDING 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Remarks: National Prayer Breakfast 

Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced remarks, 
and finds no objection to them from a legal perspective. I 
would point out, however, that I found the Churchill story 
on page one to be somewhat inappropriate. 

cc: Richard G. Darman 

FFF:JGR:aea 1/31/84 
bee: FFFielding/JGRoberts/Subj/Chron 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: __ l_/_3_1_/_84 __ 

SUBJECT: 
REMARKS: NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT D D McFARLANE 
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Richard G. Oarman 
Assistant to the President 
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(Elliott) 
January 31; 1984 
12:00 nQon 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS:· NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1984 

Thank you very much Barbara Jordan, all our friends and 

distinguished guests here.at the head table, and all of you very 

distinguished people. I'm delighted and honored to be back with 

you again this year. 

I'm told some 3,000 people are here with us today 

including Ambassadors, members of the diplomatic corps, the 
..,, 

Cabinet, Government agencies, and, of course, everyday citizens 

from all walks of life. 

I couldn't help recalling something Winston Churchill said 

when a woman cornered him at a speech and asked: Doesn't it 

thrill you to know every time you speak the hall is packed to 

overflowing? 

Yes, it's flattering, he replied. But whenever I feel this 

way, I remember that if, instead of making a political speech, I 

was being hanged, the crowd would be twice as big. 

But we know why· thousands are gathe~ed here from different 

backgrounds, groups, and political persuasions. Despite our 

apparent differences, we are kindred spirits, united by one 

burning belief: God is our Father: we are his children: 

together, brothers and sisters, we are one family. 

Isaiah told us, " ••• the Government shall be upon His 

shoulders." We in Washington must do all we can to provide 

responsible leadership for our country. Even in this political 

year, how much better would it be for America if we could try to 

• 
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work His wili in our lives, by coming together just as we are 

·this morning -- in prayer. 

For a time, there seemed to be a feeling in the land that we 

should only pray as a last resort -- pray after everything else 

we tried had failed. Well, somehow I don't get the idea that God 

appreciates being last. He'd rather have us pray first, then 

act. And I think more and more Americans are doing that. There 

is a hunger for faith that is spreading a spiritual revival 

across America. 

Like that image of George Washington kneeling in prayer in 

the snow at Valley Forge, we're remembering it's not enough to 

depend on own courage and goodness. We must also look to God our 

Father and Preserver. And faith to walk with Him, and to trust 

in His word, can bring the blessings of comfort, power, and peace 

we seek. 

I remember talking to a Senator a while back during one of 

those conflicts that frequently arises. Views were held deeply 

on both sides. And when we finished talking, he rose and said, 

"I'm going out of here and. do some praying." And I said, "Well, 

if you get a busy sig~al, it's me there ahead of you." 

Last year, I was delighted and honored to help proclaim 1983 

the Year of the Bible. You here this mor_ning know what a 

blessi_ng we have in its words of strength, comfort, and truth. 

The Bible can touch our hearts, order our minds, and re£resh our 

souls. 

Thanks to so many of you, we saw a tremendous outpouring of 

·. spirit and good works and they blessed America. 



· Page 3 

Year-of-the-Bible activities were held in every State of the 

Union. More than 25 States. and 500 cities issued their own 

Year-of-the-Bible. proclamations. 

The National Committee met on four diffei'ent occasions to 

determine policy and hear.reports of Year-of-the-Bible 

activities -- twice in Washington, ·n.c., once in Dallas, and once 

in Chicago. I'm told that these .historic gatherings of leading 

Christians and Jews were characterized by cooperation and 

enthusiasm. 
~ 

And why shouldn't they be? Whether.we are Christians or 

Jews, we are all the children of Abraham; we are children of the 

same God. I happen to believe that whether the question is the 

right of our children to worship God in their schools, or the 

right of our brothers and sisters to be free of religious 

persecution in foreign lands, all of us should stand together, 

work together, march together, and, yes, pray together as one 

family under God. 

And that leads me to ask you something: If our 

Year-of-the-Bible activities were so suc9essful, why abandon our 

efforts, why not press on toward greater challenges? Nineteen 

eighty-three was the year more"of us read the Good Book.· Could 

we resolve together this morning that 1984 will be the year we 

put its gre~t truths into action? 

I've been criticized for saying this before. But my 

experience in this of£ice I hold has only deepened a belief that 

I've held for many years: Within the covers of that one Book are 

• 
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all the answers to all the problems we face today if only we'd 

-read, believe, and act. 

Just imagine how many more problems we could solve in 

America and in the world if we asked not, what's in this for me, 

but, how, together, will we heed the voice of the spirit, 

minister to each other, and glorify our God? 

Those of us who look to Jesus might ponder the words 

attributed to Mother Theresa: "Christ has no body on Earth but 

your body; no hands but your hands. Yours are the eyes with 

which He must look out with compassion upon our worl,d. 
-r 

Yours are 

the feet with which He must go about doing good." 

If the Lord is our light, our strength, and our salvation, 

whom shall we fear, of whom shall we be afraid? "Trust in the 

Lord with all thine heart and lean not unto thine own 

understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall 

direct thy p~ths." 

Helping each other, believing in Him, we can make 1984 the 

year America puts the principles of His Kingdom above the 

concerns of partisan politics. If we do, I think we'd find that 

this is the stuff of which miracles are made. 

May God keep you always, and may you always keep God. 

Thank you very much. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 31, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTS~~ 

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Birthday Rally/ 
Dixon, Illinois -- Monday, Feb. 6, 1984 

Richard Darrnan has asked that comments on the above-
re ferenced remarks be sent directly to Ben Elliott EY. 
1:00 p.m. today. The remarks are to be delivered at a 
birthday rally and appropriately begin with some defusing 
comments about the President's age. The bulk of the remarks 
are general ones about American values and community spirit, 
interspersed with references to the history of Dixon, 
Illinois. 

In the last full sentence on page 3 the President states 
that if the founder of Dixon "had to fill out environmental 
imp2ct statements and report to regulatory agencies in 
Washington, I'd probably still be calling Dixon's Ferry my 
hometown." I think this could easily be misinterpreted as 
an adverse reflection on those who never left and never will 
leave Dixon. If the point is that Dixon would still be 
Dixon's Ferry, i.e., that there would have been no 
technological development, it could be made clearer by 
changing "I'd probably still be callina Dixon 1 s Ferry my 
hometown" to "Dixon would probably still be known as Dixon's 
Ferry." I have no legal objections. 

Attachment 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 31, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
DIRECTOR, PRESIDENTIAL SPEECHWRITING OFFICE 

FRED F. FIELDING 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

Presidential Remarks: Birthday Rally/ 
Dixon, Illinois -- Monday, Feb. 6, 1984 

Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced remarks, 
and finds no objection to them from a legal perspective. 
The last full sentence on page 3 may be misconstrued as an 
adverse comment on the people who never left and never will 
leave Dixon. If the point is that Dixon would still be 
known as Dixon's Ferry, because there would have been no 
technological progress, it could be made clearer by changing 
"I'd prob2bly still be calling Dixon's Ferry my hometown 11 to 
"Dixon would probably still be known as Dixon's Ferry." 

cc: Richard G. Darman 

FFF:JGR:aea 1/31/84 
bee: FFFielding/JGRoberts/Subj/Chron 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BIRTHDAY RALLY 
DIXON, ILLINOIS 

(Myer/BE) 
January 30, 1984 
5:30 p.m. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1984 

Thank you so very much. Nancy and I have been looking 

forward to this day for a long time, and your warm welcome 

touches our hearts. Before I say anything else, let me express 

my sincere thanks to everyone who made this terrific day 

possible. Mayor Jim Dixon, distinguished guests, and may I add 

with great pride and pleasure, my fellow Dixonians. It's great 

to be back home. 

You know, if our old house on Hennipin Avenue looked as good 

in 1924 as it does now, I might never have left. But I can tell 

you that my heart is still here and it will always be here. 

Birthdays are special moments and you've given me one today. 

But I must tell you, even though this is the 34th anniversary of 

my 39th birthday, the numbers don't phase me at all. I believe 

Moses was 80 when God first commissioned him for public service. 

And I also remember something that Thomas Jefferson once said. 

He said that we should never judge a President by his age; only 

by his work. And ever since he told me that, I've stopped 

worrying. 

Back in 1951, another Illinois native returned to his 

hometown for a short visit. Carl Sandburg was also 73 years old 

when he spent a day on his cousin's farm in Galesburg, just 90 

miles down the road. 

Later, he reflected on America's future. He thought about 

the three wars and the two depressions he had lived through. He 

reminisced about the pain and suffering he had seen on so many 
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faces. But Carl Sandburg didn't forecast a dark future for 

America. When he came back to the prairies of Illinois, _he felt 

the spirit of a ~trong and worthy people. And that made him an 

optimist •. He said, "I see great days ahead" ~ •• for "men and 

women of will and vision." Then he tipped his hat as a way of 

offering his favorite toast, "To the storms to come and the stars 

coming after the storm." 

Carl Sandburg understood that our greatest strength is not 

bullets or balanc~ sheets, but the mighty spirit of free people 

under God. And our spirit has never waned. The he~rt of America 

is strong, good and true. We look forward to the future; we know 

we were never meant to be second best. And we never will be. 

Like Carl Sandburg, I also remember those depression years. 

Times were tough, but what I remember most clearly is that Dixon 

held together. Our faith was our strength. Our teachers pointed 

to the future. People held on to their hopes and dreams. 

Neighbors helped neighbors. We knew -- my Mom and Dad, my 

brother Neil, and good people like Dick McNichol, B. J. Frazer 

and the Wolfes -- we knew that.with pride, confidence and 

courage, we would overcome adversity _and be able to reach for our 

dreams; after the storm, the stars would come. 

Dixon has changed a lot since then, but in many ways, it 

hasn't changed at all. And I'm not talking about LQwell Park, 

St. Luke's or the Memorial Arch. What I'm really referring to 

are the values and traditions that made America great. 

Our values bring us together as a Nation, they help us go as 

-far as our God-given talents will take us. Americans are the 
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most charitable people in the world. We reach out to the needy. 

-We are a Nation of volunteers. We seek community service. It's 

so easy to have faith in America •. 

When you're talking about the character of America, you're 
- . 

also talking about the small business community, about the owners 

of that store down the street, the faithful who support their 

churches and their civic organizations -- all the brave men and 

women with faith to invest in the future to build a better 

America. 

Only when individuals are given a personal stake in deciding 

their own destiny, in benefitting from their own risks, do 

societies prosper, grow and remain free. To those who would 

stifle personal initiative through more and more Government, I 

ask them to read the Constitution. As a matter of fact, just 

read its first three words. It says, "We the People," not, "We 

the Government." 

It's everyday people with big ideas that count; people like 

Father John Dixon who arrived here in 1830 with his wife, five 

children and a dream. .His ferry service provided the only 

means of crossing the Rock River for travelers to Galena coming 

from Peoria, Fort Dearborn, and Fort Armstrong. But he didn't 

stop there. Through his efforts, he lived to see Dixon's Ferry 

become the county seat and a thriving community of 8,000. 

You know, I must say that if Father Dixon~'had to fill out 

environmental impact statements and report to regulatory agencies 

in Washington,bI'd probably still be calling Dixon's Ferry my ~ 

hometown. '".And our town would have never produced people like 
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John Deere and the Walgreens, people with ingenuity~ audacity and 

vision. 

That's why ~e're working so hard to limit the size and· scope 
. 

of the Federal Government. We've already reduced the growth of 

Federal regulations by more than 25 percent; and we've cut well 

over 300 million hours of Government-required paperwork each 

year. And we're going to reduce it even more. We want to give 

today's pioneers the same chance that Father Dixon had. 

And there's ~omething else. When you stop to think, it's 

easy to understand why America is back on her feet and moving 

forward with confidence. Our rebirth began right here, in our 

homes, schools, churches and neighborhoods. From the grocery 

store to the football field, and from the service clubs to the 

Chamber of Commerce, America has recaptured her drive, energy and 

determination. 

There is a new spirit of community building·-- you can feel 

it everywhere. We see so many acts of courage and downright 

heroism -- like the 11-year-old in Hampton, Virginia, who was 

seriously burned recently whil~ rescuing his elderly neighbor 

from a serious house fire. I talked to Tim Diakis; he'll be out 

of the hospital in a few weeks and he's going to be O.K. And now 

his community is chippi·ng in to help cover the cost of his 

hospitaliza,tion. 

And you showed how much you care in Dixon when you raised 

$25,000 for special medical care needed by young Jason Heinrich. 

This community spirit responds to our desire for cooperation and 

-brotherhood and it makes our hometown a better place to live. 

• 
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If anybody wants to know what "community" is all about, come 

-to Lee County and Dixon, Illinois. Come take a look at the 

Hometown Heritage Foundation, a community alumni organization 

dedicated to future development of the local area. By working 

together -- individuals, business, civic organizations and local 

government -- Dixon is building a brighter future. 

So you see, the reason I came home today was not to 

celebrate my birthday, but to celebrate Dixon and America. 

Honor, integrity and kindness do exist all across our land. 

There is a zest for life and laughter. 

Another Illinois native, Adlai Stevenson, kind of put it all 

together when he said,-

"America is much more than a geographical fact. It is a 
political and moral fact -- the first community in 
which men set out in principle to institutionalize 
freedom, responsible government, and human equality." 

That's what we're celebrating today. Thank you, God Bless 

you all and God Bless America. 
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THE PRESIDENT: 
a second whether the 
last night on television 
bad .. 

trying to learn here for just 
here yesterday as it looked 

I understand it wasn't that 

Thank you, Congress, distinguished 
guests and ladies and I appreciate this chance to be with 
you. Over the years we•ve shoulder to shoulder on the major 
issues of the day. I reme:m.oer when it was in style to say that no 
growth would improve fe. Well, we can be grateful 
no one's falling for (Applause.) The folks in your 
industry are today, as you ·been, working not to keep 
America the same, but building better. · 

Your 
Governor of Cal 
luncheons in San 
I looked over that 
returned from a trip to , 
place to visit; but I wouldn't want 

Now, I 
(laughter) -- I'm -- I 
few more years, if I can, 
you very much. (Applause.) 
to go on after that. 

I 
what we've been 

first I addressed after becoming 
I spoke at one of your 

preparing for today, 
with the words, "I just 

have to say it's a great 
live there.'i (Laughter.) 

same feelings today, but -­
stretch the visit out for a 
head home. (Applause.) Thank 
Be careful. I may decide not 

ty to give you an update on 
36-month tenure in Washington. 

Of course like you outside of 
Washington are doing Too of ten govern-
ment is given a lion's • And that's a pretty good 
excuse for a story old farmer who took over a parcel 
of land down in a creek bottom. had never been cleared, was 
covered with rocks, brush and he just determined to make 
it flourish and he to hauled away the rocks and 
he cleared away the brush, cultivated the ground and fertilized and 
so forth and then planted and before long just had a very 
beautiful gardene was 

MORE 



so proud 
he asked 
reverend came 
tallest corn I've 
lando" And then 
bigger than that. 
tomatoes, , 
with that land. 
finallvl' he couldn't 
you could have seen 
(Laughter. ) 

We 
blessings bestowed 
was freedom that 
energy took an 
and desert, and 
a better quality 
than any other in 

There are 
but government 
think -- (applause) 
faced modern 
burned out reeks le 
days, no one waited 
their sleeves 

people. The key 
country was that 
ents and energies 
themselves. 

Now, 
a degree of 
~ally in the 
is a product 
predetermined 
targeted. The 
espousers of 

this is 
hard to 

one of 

free 
yet, 
flow 

An 
the important 
have no trouble 
work for 
better job 
what they want to 
energy in America. 

The 
America back in 
of wonders in which 
change seems an 
seems to be set 
not yet done is 
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Those who are uncomfortable with profits may not under­
stand something that you folks in business know wello In a competi­
tive economy, making a profit means filling other people's needs 
and doing it efficiently, courteously, and as low a rate as possible. 
{Applause.) 

Because our business men and women have been working for 
profit, the American people pay less of their income for food and 
nepes~ities of life than people anywhere else. Of course, mistakes 
sometimes happe,n. There's a story of a fellow whoie fr;iend was so 
successfµl that he was opening up a new branch of office and a 
floral arrangement was ordered for the occasion. ae was upset when 
he got to the opening to find. a wreath reading, "Rest in Peace." 
(Laughter.) Well, on the way home, he was so upset he went bv and 
stopped. by the flowe~ shop to complain. And after he ranted for a 
little p:i,t, the owner of the flower shop said, "WeJ.l, CCilm down. 
Things aren't all that had~.. lie said, "Just thil\k, somewhere today 
someone was buried under a flower arranqement enscribed, 'Good luck 
in your new location.'" (Laughter.) , · 

It hasn't been perfect, and yes, our country has made 
mista.kes. But with freedom a.nd a profit motive, we've achieved 
greatness as a nationo And don't let anyone tell you that because 
our people are working for themselves and their families, it is 
contrary to community spirit and a spirit of human kindness and 
generosity. 

The frontier spirit is pulling together, is legendary. 
And today, people voluntarily donate hundreds of millions of hours 
and billions of dollars to charitable and community projects-each 
yearo 

MORE 



This, too, 
all, when people are 
meaningful. The 
community becomes a source 
character of the 

It's 
government programs 
is a reflection of 
and not what he or 
everyone's money. 

Calls for more 
a lack of understanding of the 
as a people are We 
family, faith and 
believe we 

Four 
gone wrong. There 
of hopelessness 
the first time the 
were behind her. 

Economic 
double~digit inflation 
rates knocked the 
right off their feet. 
But does anyone really 

the result 
result of 
simply strayed too 
basis of American 
draining away any 
Federal taxes were too 
or invest. Federal 
our hands and 

Getting 
this country on 
job is not yet done, 
take this opportunity 
thank you for your 
we've accomplished 
support of you and 
inflation monster 
mentality. 

Together, we've 
more than in half. 
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of America. After 
helping others becomes 

better one's 
reflects the 

legar coercion. 

that advocating 
charity. Generosity 

with his or her own resources 
the government ~o do with 

more government may reflect 
character. Our values 

in , yes, but also in 
We're optimistic people who 

accomplish great things. 

something had 
pessimism and a sense 

character. For 
America's best days 

a vice-like grip while 
Sky-high interest 

industries 
't a political gathering. 

those days? 

emerging were not 
were they the 

leaders. We 
serve as the 

was spending too much, 
private sector. 

the incentive to work 
reason, tying 

out and putting 
easy and the 

I want to 
-- I want to 

months • What 
without the active 

you. Together we've put the 
broken the inflation 

in federal spending 
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.ore progress can be made here, but wevve made a good start. The 
prime interest rate has come down from 21~ percent to 11 percent. 
Here, too, those rates can and must come down more. (Applause.) 

I think there's just some people that aren't quite sure 
that what•s going on now is for real. Well, maybe a little bit 
longer and they'll realize it is for real. 

Federal regulatory reform has reduce::lthe growth of fed­
eral red tape by more than 25 percent. This initiative, led by Vice 
President Bush, has cut over 300 million man-hours of needless govern­
ment-required paperwork each year and will save more than $150 billion 
for you over the next 10 years. 

Through across•the-board tax rate renuctions and indexing 
to begin in 1985, we're preventing people from being mangled by built­
in tax increasesQ 

As .the political rhetoric heats up this year, there• 
be those trying to appeal to greed and envy. Make no mistakev that 
is what they're trying to do. They suggest our tax program favors 
the rich. Well, this is the same anti-business, anti-success attitude 
that brought this country to the brink of economic disaster. The 
finger-pointers and hand-wringers of today were the policymakers 
yesterday. And they gave us economic stagnation and double-digit 
inflation. (Applause.) There was only one thing fair about their 
policies, they didn't discriminate; they made everyone miserable. 
(Laughter.) Today, 10 percent of the people, 10 percent, pay 50 per­
cent of the income tax and 50 percent of the workers in.America and 
earners pay 93 percent. 

Teddy Roosevelt once said, 11 It ought to be evident to 
everyone that business has to prosper before anybody can get any 
benefit from it." (Applause.) Well, together, we're restoring 
progress and every American will bene_fit. 

We've turned stagnation and decline into robust growth, 
six percent in 1983. Productivity is up. Consumer spending is up. 
Factory use is up. Housing starts and -auto sales are up. And 
encouraging, venture capital, which lays the foundation for a better 
tomorrow, is way up. During 1983, $4.l billion was raised, that was 
four times more than in 1980. 

MORE 



Working 
a. ·e, in fact, working 
year, unemployment 
went up last year 
ton, real wages were 
proud, :1 working 
power than if tax 

Just 
The leading economic 
economy, posted a 
in the last sixteen 
highest level in more 

America 11 s 
American people are better 
plause .. ) 
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seeing results. More people 
in our history. Last 

33 years. Real wages 
When we got to washing­

of which I'm most 
,500 more in purchasing 

at the 1980 levels. 

two gems of good news. 
p ·forecasting the direction of the 

December, the fifteenth increase 
sales in December jumped to their 

, yes, I do believe the 
they were before. (Ap-

We inherited we're turning into hone. 
With hard work and common sense, we 9 re the era of limits 
into an era of opportunity. 

We've come a 
Turning the economy 
turn to the equally 
making it more efficient 
tooo We've transferred a 
local levels, programs 
ment•s responsibility 

We also put 
sector to determine 
and make the federal 
Commission came up 
studied right now 
all done by some 2, 
volunteered and ·'even 

JJe, of course, 
My only caution is to 
I have attempted to 
by supporting the 
Congress. The group 
down payment on 
be required. But one 
the recovery is no answer. 
makingo It will more 
times compared government to 
an alimentary canal an 
responsibility at 

One of 
more responsible is 
veto. It's working 43 
use in Washington, D.C. 

remains for us to doo 
number one. Now, we can 

streamlining government, 
We 1 ve made a start here, 

to the state and 
been the federal govern-

experts from the private 
to eliminate waste 

effective. The Grace 
that are being 

and agencies. This was 
the business world who 

fund their activity. 

must come to grips with the deficit. 
those offering easy answers. 

MORE 

from being totally politicized 
working group from the 

administration on making a 
measures will still 

taxes and threatening 
This problem was long in the 

solutions. I've some­
definition of a baby~ It's 

end and no sense 

we can take to make our system 
Executive with a line-item 
think it should be put to 
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The American people 
also want a constitutional amen 
budget. (Applause.) Now, this 

And they and I 
nt mandatinq a balanced federal 

of the Constitution, , 
tution needed one additional article. He 
one that would prohibit the government from 

idea. At the adoption 
that the Consti­

i t should contain 
borrowing money. 

Well, in addition to long-term reforms, I believe we 
should make our tax system more simple, fair, and rewarding for all 
the people. If we could broaden the tax base, then personal rates 
could come do~m rather than go up. And I think tax simplification 
is an historic change the people want and our economy needs .. 
(Applause. ) 

In closing, just let me express that I have every confi­
dence that we can control government spending, taxing, and in doing 
so, ensure a lasting era of growth and opportunities for all our 
people. Although the rhetoric gets thick at times, especially dur 
election years, the leaders of both political parties are indivi­
duals of goodwill. Individuals who want what's best for this country. . . 

Nobody should ever sell America or Americans short. We 
are, today, recapturing much of spirit of enterprise about which 
that Frenchman; de Tocqueville, wrote. Your industry, more than 
most, reflects this spirit. You've proven that those who are willinq 
to take a chance, willing to work hard and live right, can accom­
plish great things. You need only look around you to find success­
ful individuals at the head of impressive companies who started 
with a pick or shovel, or drivinq a truck. 

This magnificent theater which we're meeting tod.av 
is part of the legacy of an individual who started in the sand and 
gravel industry, Colonel Henry Crown. (Applausen) His father, 
Arie, -- I hope I have the name -- pron01.:nce the name right -- after 
whom this theater is named, was a Lithuanian immigrant. From the 
humblest of beginnings, Henry Crown became one of the most success­
ful men in the American business world. Reflectina the good. and 
decent values at the heart of this countrv, he 9 s been one of this 
country's leading philanthropists. Colonel Crown, thank you for 
all you've doneo (Applause.) 

MORE 
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Colonel Crown's s~ory is not unique among this group. 
You are powerful forces for good in your communities across our 
countryo Walt Whitman once wrote, "O America .because you .build 
for mankind I build. for you." 

Today, American li.berty shines brightly, offering 
proof to a mankind plagued with tyranny and deprivation -- there 
is a better way. Together, we can keep America the blessed land 
of freedom and opportunity God meant it to be. 

Thank you and God bless you. (Applause.) 

END 12:59 P.M. CST 


