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Conservative Press More Critical Than Center/Conservative Party
Supporters

Opposition to the air strike prevailed throughout the conserva-
tive and independent papers but not among center/conservative
party supporters. Majorities of center/conservative party
supporters in France (76%) and about half in Britain (52%) and
Germany (45%) approved the U.S. action. Only a few conservative
and independent editorials supported the action. Most
conservative papers, however, while calling the military action
inappropriate, sympathized with the reasons behind the action.

Press and Public Agree on Need For Coordinated Action

The press said Europe must agree on effective alternatives to
military action, such as diplomatic, political and economic
sanctions. Concurrently, in July majorities in France (62%)
and Germany (59%) and about half in Britain (48%) supported
economic and political sanctions against Libya. European press
commentary and a majority of the public in all three countries
gencrally agreed:

o VLibya is responsible for international terrorism.

o West European governments should be doing more to protect
their citizens against international terrorism.

o The U.S. air strike against Libya has not reduced
Libyan-sponsored terrorist attacks.

o West European military forces should not be used to combat
Libyan-sponsored terrorism (this opinion was especially
widespread in Germany).

Press Maintains Opposition to Military Action Amid Some Changes
in Public Attitudes

During the three months following the raid the press maintained
its opposition to the use of military force against Libya to
prevent terrorism. However, public attitudes fluctuated to

some degree., From late-April to mid-July the balance of opinion
in favor of any future U.,S. air strike decreased in France,
increased considerably in Germany, and increased somewhat in
Britain (Table 2).
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Table 1. Attitudes on U.S. air strike against Libya

"You may recall that U.S. warplanes bombed terrorist-related
targets in Libya last April. Do you strongly approve, somewhat
approve, somewhat disapprove or strongly disapprove of the U.S.
air strike?2"a

BRITAIN FRANCE GERMANY
4/86 7/86 4/86 7/86 4/86 7/86
(1012) (993) (499) (511) (501) (510)
Strongly approve 14% 15% 27% 22% 7% 13%
Somewhat approve 16 18 24 20 19 16
subtotal 30% 33% 51% 42% 6% 29%
Somewhat
disapprove 17 20 23 18 39 32
Strongly
disapprove 43 34 15 25 a1 34
subtotal 60% 54% 38% 3% 70% 66%
Don't know 10 13 11 15 4 5
100% 100% 1008 100% 100% 100%
4 Question wording in April 1986: "Now, thinking about the

recent U.S. air strike against terrorist-related targets in
somewhat

Libya, do you strongly approve,

somewhat approve,

disapprove, or strongly disapprove of the U.S. air strike?"

Table 2. Attitudes on future U.S. air strike against Libya
"Now suppose that there is reasonably good evidence that Libya
was behind a new terrorist attack, would you approve or
disapprove of another U.S. military action against Libya?"

BRITAIN FRANCE GERMANY
4/86 7/86 4/86 7/86 4/86 7/86
(1012) (993) (499) (511) (501) (510)
Approve 34% 39% 56% 43% 19% 36%
Disapprove 49 41 28 36 71 58
Don't know 17 20 16 21 10 6
100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Press Sources Used

Financial Times, independent
Times, conservative

Daily Telegraph, conservative
Guardian, liberal

Figaro, conservative
Quotidien, right-of-center
Les Echos, economic

Le Parisien, popular

Le Monde, liberal
Liberation, left-of-center
Le Matin, socialist
Humanite, communist

General-Anzeiger, independent

Westdeutsche Allgemeine, independent

Die Welt, conservative

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, conservative
Handelsblatt, conservative

Frankfurter Rundschau, pro-SPD

Stuttgarter Zeitung, left-of-center
Sueddeutsche Zeitung, liberal
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constraints on our actions.

o Looking beyond Libya, the application of RICO will discourage other states
that support terrorism (Syria, Iran, Cuba, and East Germany) from using the
international banks as paymasters. If the OLC’s legal reasoning is sound,
what don’t we bring suit against one of the other sponsors of terrorism so
that the international banks gets the message? 1Is there a better way that
this can be accomplished, if the use of RICO is not appropriate?

o State is being disingenuous when they cite IEEPA as the answer. They know
perfectly well that IEEPA authority is being degraded through overuse, and
that we would look ridiculous if we define the terrorist threat as a "national
emergency." To my knowledge, State has opposed all efforts in Congress to
give us the authority we need under the Export Administration Act to regulate
international financial transactions in order to combat terrorism. (Separate
amendments to the EAA have been introduced by Senators Garn and Mattingly.) I
believe that State is not interested in putting real financial pressure
against Libya, but rather is convinced that tough talk alone will deter
Qadhafi.
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