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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
December 21, 1982

PRESENTATION OF THE YOUNG AMERICAN MEDALS
FOR BRAVERY AND SERVICE

DATE: December 22, 1982
LOCATION: State Dining Room
TIME: 10:30 a.m. - 10:50 a.m.
FROM: ELIZABETH H. DOL

PURPOSE

Presentation of the Young American Medals for Bravery and the
Young American Medals for Service to the 1980 and 1981 winners.

BACKGROUND

The awards are presented annually to youths under 19 years who
have performed acts of bravery or service. The recipients are
nominated by their state Governors and recommended by a stand-
ing committee. Your taking the time to make this presentation
expresses your interest in America's youth and exalts many
positive virtues in young Americans.

PARTICIPANTS

See attached 1list.

PRESS PLAN

Open press.

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

10:30 a.m. You enter the State Dining Room and proceed to
the platform and shake hands with all of the
recipients on stage.

10:32 a.m. You stand to the right of Mr, Schmults while
Mr. Schmults makes brief, introductory remarks.

10:35 a.m. You call the first recipient who will stand on
your right as you describe this meritorious
activity. Mr. Schmults, standing to your left,
will hand you the medal which you will present
to the recipient. This procedure will take
place for each recipient.

10:50 a.m. You thank the audience and depart the south door
of the State Dining Room.

Attachment: List of Participants



PARTICIPANTS

Michael Browne, 1980 Young American Medal for Bravery

Robert Noble, 1980 Young American Medal for Bravery

John Terry, 1980 Young American Medal for Service

Jeffrey Blake, 1980 Young American Medal for Service

James Jones and Roseann Jones, accepting the 1981 Young American
Medal for Bravery for their son, Jeffrey Jones (deceased).

Mark Rhinier, 1981 Young American Medal for Bravery

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

Senator Alfonse D'Amato
Senator Pete Domenici
Senator John Heinz

Senator Daniel Moynihan
Senator Harrison Schmitt
Senator Arlen Specter
Congressman Thomas Foglietta
Congressman Manuel Lujan
Congressman Stanley Lundine
Congressman Robert Walker

ADMINISTRATION

Edward C. Schmults, Deputy Attorney General
Elizabeth H. Dole

Thelma Duggin

Adis Vila



SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

Presentation of Young American Medals for
Bravery and Service

December 22, 1982

FROM: Muffie Brandon ““—QQR— %f&n&n-—-

9:50 a.m. Guests begin to arrive the Diplomatic Reception Room and
are held briefly in the Lower Cross Hall., The award
recipients and Mr. Edward Schmults, Deputy Assistant
Attorney General, are met by Miss Adis Vila and escorted up
the back stairs to the State Dining Room for a briefing.

Following the briefing, the program participants may hold
in the Red Room.

10:05 a.m. Guests are led up the back stairs to the State Dining Room
to be seated for the presentation.

10:25 a.m. All guests are seated and the participants take their places
on stage. Mr. Schmults takes his place at the podium.

10:30 a.m. THE PRESIDENT arrives the State Floor via the elevator and
proceeds to the Red Room, THE PRESIDENT is announced from
the south door of the Red Room into the State Dining Room;
He proceeds to the platform and shakes hands with all of the
recipients on stage.

THE PRESIDENT then stands to the right of Mr. Schmults while
Mr. Schmults makes brief, introductory remarks at the podium.

THE PRESIDENT then takes the podium, and as he reads the name
of each recipient, that recipient steps forward and stands

to THE PRESIDENT'S right. THE PRESIDENT then reads a
description of the awardee.

As THE PRESIDENT completes the description of that awardee,
Mr. Schmults, standing to THE PRESIDENT'S left, will hand
THE PRESIDENT the medal, and THE PRESIDENT will then present
it to the recipient. This procedure will take place for each
recipient.

10:50 a.m. At the termination of the award presentation and THE PRESIDENT'S
rgmarks, THE PRESIDENT departs the south door of the State
Dining Room into the Red Room and proceeds to the elevator.

All guests may then depart.



(Dolan/AB)
Decembher 21, 1982
6:00 p.m,

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRESENTATION OF YOUNG AMERICAN MEDAILS FOR
BRAVERY AND SERVICE
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1982

[President begins speaking after introductory remarks by Deputy
Attorney General Schmults]

Ladies and gentlemen, just let me take a moment to say a
word about all the recipients of these medals. You know it's
frequently said that voung people need heroes to look up to and
emulate. But in this ceremony today it's we older people who are
doing the admiring and finding inspiration in lives younger than
our own. This is especially fulfilling because it serves to
remind us of the caliber of people who will be leading our
country in a few years. It also illustrates how strongly rooted
the tradition of service and heroism is in America's young
people.

You know Nathaniel Hawthorne once said that heroes can be
heroes only in a heroic world. What he meant, of course, is that
service and bravery can be honored only in a society that puts a
premium on those gualities. When we honor those who in service
and bravery stand out amongst us, we are reaffirming our own most
deeply cherished beliefs and traditions.

John Terry is awarded the 1980 Young American Medal for
Service.

John is honored for having taken personal responsibility for
the appearance of his street in Philadelphia. ©Not just in front
of his house -- the whole street. For several years now, he has

been regqularly sweeping up the entire block. He doesn't do this
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because someone told him to, and he doesn't get money or merit
badges or even much in the way of formal thanks for it.

John, you looked around you in your hometown, saw things
that needed improving and, instead of writing to Washington or
city hall, you went out and got the job done yourself.

John, it's really good to see you again. Usually, ladies
and gentlemen, I never meet Young American Medal recipients until
the day they come to receive their medals. But I met John last
year in Philadelphia, where they consider him an example for
young people, for adults ~-- for the whole city. That's the
American spirit of volunteerism -- one we need not just in
Philadelphia but throughout the whole Nation. Congratulations,
John. [Shake hands and present award to John Terry]

Jeffrey Blake is awarded the 1980 Young American Medal for
Service.

As a long-time member of his county's American Red Cross
chapter, Jeff has an extraordinary record of accomplishment. His
record includes the establishment of a Red Cross communications
system and a "Disaster Response Team" that has rendered
assistance at the scene of many fires and other unfortunate
events.

One of the things that has most amazed foreign observers of
American democracy like de Tocqueville is the astonishing
capacity of Americans for helping one another. Jeff, you've done
truly outstanding work with an organization that was one of the
first to earn Americans their reputation for compassion and

humanitarianism. Your work carries on this tradition and has
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already helped hundreds and perhaps thousands of people. Jeff, I
want you to know how proud all of us are of you.
Congratulations, Jeff. [Shake hands and present award to Jeffrey
Blakel

Robert Noble is awarded the 1980 Young American Medal for
Bravery.

One evening, shortly after he had graduated from high
school, Bob Noble of Fredonia, New York, was at a party when he
and his friends heard a tremendous collision on the hichway
nearby. When they got to the wreck, they found the car in
flames. Bob climbed into the burning automobile several times.
He removed two persons who, as it turned out, died of their
injuries. But he also saved a woman who otherwise would have
surely died in the fire.

One thing that should be mentioned about Bob is that he had
to overcome the urgings of friends who warned him not to "get
involved" in that rescue. It wasn't just that they were warning
him of the danger; they were, in effect, arguing that it just
wasn't smart to get mixed up in something like that.

But he wouldn't buy that argument. He didn't really even
listen. He went to that car. He chose to risk his life
repeatedly to help people he didn't even know. It was a grisly,
harrowing experience, but a life was saved. Congratulations,
Rob. [Shake hands and present award to Bob Noble]

Michael BRrowne is awarded the 1980 Young American Medal for

Rravery.
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Michael Browne of Dixon, New Mexico, was 13 when he acted
alone in making a hazardous climb in the dark to aid a severely
injured hiker high on a 300-foot-high mountain ledge. For
several hours, hoping that rescue workers would find them, he
cluna to her in the darkness, keeping her from sliding over the
edge.

Michael is a special kind of boy. He lives in an adobe
house in that mountainous area. No electricity, no frills --
very little of what we've come to think young people need to grow
up right.

Well, I guess we're wrong. The grown men and women who know
this young man, especially the rescue workers who came to take
over after he had been singlehandedly preserving that young
woman's life for hours in the rain and darkness, will tell you
that they don't come any better. And Mike, as a fellow
Westerner, I'm especially proud to shake your hand.
Congratulations, Mike. [Shake hands and present award to Michael
Browne]

The 1981 Young American Medal for Bravery would have
been presented today to Jeffrey Jones from Lancaster,
Pennsylvania, but unfortunately that is not possible. With us
today are Mr. and Mrs. James Jones, who will accept the Young
American Medal for Bravery on behalf of their son, Jeffrey Jones.

Jeff, an 18-year-old volunteer fireman, died while
attempting to save three rescue workers who had been overcome by
lethal fumes in an underground tank. It was for that sacrifice

that he was chosen to receive the Medal. This is a reminder, a
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sad one, that we honor heroes because they take great risks and
sometimes pay the ultimate price. [Shake hands and present
award to Mr. and Mrs. Jones]

Mark Rhinier [RIH-NEER] is awarded the 1981 Young American
Medal for Bravery.

The incident that took Jeffrey Jones' life, nearly took Mark
Rhinier's [RTIH-NEER] life too. Mark, 18 and a volunteer fireman,
was also overcome by the poisonous gas, but he regained
consciousness briefly and was able to grab a rescue line. It all
started when an 8-vear-old boy fell down a narrow pipe into an
undergrocund tank. Two paramedics and Mark and finally Jeff went
down that pipe. The little boy's life was saved -- barely -- and
Mark here had a very narrow escape, but when it was over three
men were gone. We're proud of you, Mark. [Shake hands and
present award to Mark Rhinier]

We can onlv wonder at the bravery that sent Jeff and Mark
into that tank =-- they knew that two paramedics had passed out
but they felt they had to try.

That, of course, is what makes the hero. He has to try. He
may measure the odds and weigh the chances, but his heart seems
to take over and make the decision for him.

These medals we've given out today give us all something to
think about. They are a testament to how good people can be, and
especially how remarkable young Americans can be.

We are grateful to you for coming. God bless you.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 21, 1982

SIGNING CEREMONY FOR THE NUCLEAR WASTE POLICY ACT

DATE: December 22, 1982
LOCATION: Cabinet Room

TIME: 1:15 PM

FROM: Craig L. Fuller / ;%

Kenneth M. Duberstein
PURPOSE
To sign the Nuclear Waste Bill and express your
appreciation to those Congressional and industry

leaders who supported it.

BACKGROUND

The Nuclear Waste Policy Act, which passed the
Congress on Monday, is a major step forward in
restoring nuclear options. It was adopted pursuant
to your Policy Statement of October 8, 1981. The
coalition that supported this legislation is broad
based and a clear indication of the bipartisan
support for your energy policy. This ceremony will
be a much needed encouraging signal to the nuclear
energy industry.

PARTICIPANTS

A list will be provided.

PRESS PLAN

No Press.

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

You will make brief remarks.* You will then sign
the bill and shake hands as time permits.

* Talking points to be provided tomorrow AM.
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