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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Off ice of the Press Secretary 

FOR RELEASE AT 6:00 PM EST 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1985 

EXCERPTS FROM THE ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO THE NATION 

November 14, 1985 

My mission, stated simply, is a mission for peace. It is to 
engage the new Soviet leader in what I hope will be a dialogue 
for peace that endures beyond my Presidency. It is to sit down 
across from Mr. Gorbachev and try to map out, together, a basis 
for peaceful discourse even though our disagreements on 
fundamentals will not change. 

* * * 

It is my fervent hope that the two of us can begin a process which 
our successors and our peoples can continue: facing our 
differences frankly and openly, and beginning to narrow and 
resolve them; communicating effectively so that our actions and 
intentions are not misunderstood; and eliminating the barriers 
between us and cooperating wherever possible for the greater good 
of all. 

* * * 

This meeting can be an historic opportunity to set a steady, more 
constructive course to the 21st century. 

* * * 

Success at the summit, however, should not 
short-term agreements that may be signed. 
time will tell us whether we constructed a 
safer world. 

* * * 

be measured by any 
Only the passage of 
durable bridge to a 

This, then, is why I go to Geneva. To build a foundation for 
lasting peace. 

* * * 

These, then, are the indispensable elements of a true peace: the 
steady expansion of human rights for all the world's peoples; 
support for resolving conflicts in Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America that carry the seeds of a wider war; a broadening of 
people-to-poeple exchanges that can diminish the distrust and 
suspicion that separate our two peoples; and the steady reduction 
of these awesome nuclear arsenals until they no longer threaten 
the world we both must inhabit. This is our agenda for Geneva; 
this is our policy; this is our plan for peace. 

# # # 


