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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Off ice of the Press Secretary 
(Geneva, Switzerland) 

For Immediate Release November 20. 1985 

LARRY SPEAKES 
IN Q&A WITH REPORTERS 

OUTSIDE.THE SOVIET MISSION 

Geneva, Switzerland 

3: 45 P.M. (L) (Approximate) 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes, the two sides have agreed to recess 
momentarily while their -- and the United State delegation has 
returned to the u.s. Mission to receive a briefing from those who 
have been working on possible agreements, possible ideas about ho~ we 
report on the meeting. 

The Soviet delegation and the U.S. delegation have been 
meeting at the U.S. Mission. They will return -- the Soviets will 
return to this Mission and report to their ministers and the u.s. 
delegation went there to receive the information. 

O The Soviets went to their ·-- the Soviets stayed here 
for their briefing with their people? Is that what you are saying? 

MR. SPEAKES: Here's the scenario. The U.S. and the 
Soviets were meeting at their -- at the U.S. Embassy -- a group 
outside of this meeting. They have agreed -- the two leaders have 
agreed to -- the two leaders agreed in the meeting that they would 
confer with those who had been holding a separate meeting. So the 
Soviets are returning to their Mission to confer with their 
delegation and the u.s. group is going to the u.s. Mission to confer 
with its delegation. 

Meanwhile the President and the General Secretary remain 
here in a private conference. It's in a stand-up fashion in the 
large hall of the Mission here. 

Q When did it break up and how long did it go on? 

MR. SPEAKES: If I can give you the times here. 

Q Can you get this back to our office, because we 
don't have a phone. 

MR. SPEAKES: we need to work out a way for you to phone _ 
it some way. 

What we've got is a -- We arrived here at 2:25 p.m. The 
General Secretary suggested that the two go into a private session, 
which they began at 2:29 p.m. It lasted for fourteen minutes. At 
2:43 p.m. they began the session with the large group and at 3:30 
p.m. _they recessed. 

Q How long did it last? Only fourteen minutes. 

MR. SPEAKES: Fourteen minutes for the private session 
and the other one lasted from 2:43 p.m. until 3:30 p.m., so roughly 
fifty minutes there give or take a few. 

O How long to you expect this recess to be? 
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.MR. SPEAKES: The recess is scheduled to last about 30 or 
40 minutes. I think our group will be back here at 4:15 p.m. 

Q All right. And then, what's the situation as far as 
the time tomorrow? Has that been worked out? Do you know what time 
this thing's going to take place and where? 

MR. SPEAKES: Well, what is under discussion now is to -
whether and how we will report the occurrences at the summit. There 
have been discussions that have been ongoing, both in the meetings 
with the principals, and outside of the meetings with the principals. 
And the point is, we've reached a point where they would like to 
confer with their subordinates, and they have gone out to do so. 

Now, at the moment, no decisions have been made regarding 
how the two leaders will report. 

Q Do you know who has been heading the U.S. effort in 
this regard outside of these meetings? 

MR. SPEAKES: It's been a number of people from Defense, 
State and NSC. 

Q But they've all been meeting at the U.S. Mission. 
Now, each side is going to their own mission --

MR. SPEAKES: To their respective 

Q -- to confer with each -- to confer with themselves. 

MR. SPEAKES: That's right. 

Q Then, they come back and report to the leaders. 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. 

Q Do you think we could get to a White House phone? 

it. 
MR. SPEAKES: We'll try to do that. I'll try to arrange 

Q Larry, how big were these --

0 What did you say Reagan and Gorbachev are doing now? 

MR. SPEAKES: They are engaged in a private conversation 
in the -- a large hall of the Soviet Mission here. 

0 -- a standing conversation? They're going to stand 
up for a half-hour and talk? 

MR. SPEAKES: They may: and they might sit down. 

Q So really, this might -- this is the end, and when 
they come back, then they make some kind of decision? 

MR. SPEAKES: Well, not necessarily. They 
be opportunities for further discussion at the leadership 
There is a dinner tonight that certainly provides a forum 
discussion on numerous topics. 

there would 
level. 
for further 

Q Is this an indication that the blackout is lifted? 

MR. SPEAKES: No, the Soviets and the Soviet spokesman, 
Mr. Zamyatin, and I agreed inside just a few minutes ago that I would 
come out and make the report and we would like to have this filed so 
that all can get it. 

Q Larry, how big were the delegations that were 
meeting apart from the principles? 
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MR. SPEAKES: · I don't know the numbers. I don't. 

0 How long have they been meeting? 

MR. SPEAKES: They've been meeting off and on over the 
two-day period. 

O At the U.S. Mission always? 

MR. SPEAKES: I'm not sure where the meetings were held, 
whether they -- they could have been at both Missions. 

O But who would they include -- people like? 

MR. SPEAKES: They would include experts in the various 
areas. 

Q Like what? 

MR. SPEAKES: ·Experts in bilateral relations, experts in 
regional problems, experts in arms control. 

O . Now they would be talking back and forth with their 
counterparts in the Soviet Union and I assume also getting 
communications back .from the principles? 

MR. SPEAKES: Sure. They would report, as the group has 
to our delegation. They would report to their principles. 

Q Okay. I have a question. They are getting together 
to decide how they will report or .what they will report? 

MR. SPEAKES: I think all of those questions are topics 
for discussion. There have been the ongoing talks between the 
Secretary General and the President and then these talks at a second 
level. It's time now to bring both talks together and to discuss all 
aspects of the summit. 
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Q Now, this -- if there are any agreements, this is 
the point at which they would come back from the officials who've 
been working on the details and would be presented to the leaders for 
their approval? 

MR. SPEAKES: Well, I can't predict. This is for a 
moment -- an opportunity for both sides to confer with their 
respective delegations. 

Q Did we come in with a plan at all? 

MR. SPEAKES: I just don't really want to go beyond that. 
I think this is about all we've agreed to do. 

Q Is this to indicate that there were no deals being 
cut in here by the leaders and they were all outside this conference? 

MR. SPEAKES: No. The entire -- both delegations at all 
levels have been in contact with each other and everyone from top to 
bottom has been aware of the discussions that are taking place. 

Q Larry, were these --

Q Did everyone in the U.S. delegtation go back to the 
u.s. Mission or did part of them stay here? 

MR. SPEAKES: I believe most of them went back with the 
exception of the President. 

Q Did these two -- were these meetings with -- at the 
expert level? Did those begin because the two leaders were meeting 
in private and therefore the delegation's discussions were curtailed. 

MR. SPEAKES: No. No, they began because there's detail 
that needs to be discussed at the -- at other levels. 

Q Was there anyone that was involved in the -- capital 
discussions earlier before the summit began that came here and was 
also involved --

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know the --

Q It sounds like the two sides meeting at the U.S. 
Mission got together on a general preliminary plan and have now gone 
to each of their own delegations to see whether it will fly. 

MR. SPEAKES: I think that oversimplifies it a bit. 

Q Is it --

MR. SPEAKES: I think what you've done is you've had 
discussions going on a two levels. This is an opportunity now to get 
back to the delegations that have been meeting outside of the summit 
room and have an opportunity to confer with them and report back to 
their leaders. 

Q Who left here? Regan just walked out the front 
here. 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. 

Q Who left in the car earlier? 

MR. SPEAKES: Shultz and Bud and others. 

Q Okay, so the main players in here are all gone now? 

MR. SPEAKES: With the exception of the two main players. 

Q Right. But I say I mean, within the principles? 
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MR. SPEAKES: Yes, that's right. 

Q So but -- while we're talking about the expert 
level, they essentially picked up the ball from the negotiations that 
have been going on between the two capitals? 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes, that is right. 

Q And continue to work on the details while the other 
-- the principles dealt at a higher level but on the same issues? 

MR. SPEAKES: That is correct, yes. 

I think what would be a good idea. Schuster or Jim, I 
think what would be a good idea is for me to get a car over here 
--it's two minutes away -- and take you back and maybe the radio tape 
back if you want to play it through the mult. 

Q 

Q 
I mean, can I 

Q 
or --

Okay. 

But what if I don't have anyone in the press room? 
I'd like to go back, too, if I could. 

Yes, or just maybe two of us run over and come back, 

MR. SPEAKES: However you all want to do it. Let me just 
get a car over here that would help you get back. 

Q Yes, because we need to file. 

MR. SPEAKES: Whoever needs to get back. You need to be 
covered here because --

THE PRESS: Thank you. 

END 3:55 P.M. (L) (Approximate) 
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MR. SPEAKES: Yes, the two sides have agreed to recess 
momentarily while their -- and the United State delegation has 
returned to the U.S. Mission to receive a briefing from those who 
have been working on possible agreements, possible ideas about ho~ we 
report on the meeting. 

The Soviet delegation and the U.S. delegation have been 
meeting at the U.S. Mission. They will return -- the Soviets will 
return to this Mission and report to their ministers and the U.S. 
delegation went there to receive the information. 

Q The Soviets went to their -- the Soviets stayed here 
for their briefing with their people? Is that what you are saying? 

MR. SPEAKES: Here's the scenario. The U.S. and the 
Soviets were meeting at their -- at the u.s. Embassy -- a group 
outside of this meeting. They have agreed -- the two leaders have 
agreed to -- the two leaders agreed in the meeting that they would 
confer with those who had been holding a separate meeting. So the 
Soviets are returning to their Mission to confer with their 
delegation and the U.S. group is going to the U.S. Mission to confer 
with its delegation. 

Meanwhile the President and the General Secretary remain 
here in a private conference. It's in a stand-up fashion in the 
large hall of the Mission here. 

Q When did it break up and how long did it go on? 

MR. SPEAKES: If I can give you the times here. 

Q Can you get this back to our office, because we 
don't have a phone. 

MR. SPEAKES: we need to work out a way for you to phone 
it some way. 

What we've got is a -- We arrived here at 2:25 p.m. The 
General Secretary suggested that the two go into a private session, 
which they began at 2:29 p.m. It lasted for fourteen minutes. At 
2:43 p.m. they began the session with the large group and at 3:30 
p.m. they recessed. 

Q How long did it last? Only fourteen minutes. 

MR. SPEAKES: Fourteen minutes for the private session 
and the other one lasted from 2:43 p.m. until 3:30 p.m., so roughly 
fifty minutes there give or take a few. 

Q How long to you expect this recess to be? 
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.MR. SPEAKES: The recess is scheduled to last about 30 or 
40 minutes. I think our group will be back here at 4:15 p.m. 

Q All right. And then, what's the situation as far as 
the time tomorrow? Has that been worked out? Do you know what time 
this thing's going to take place and where? 

MR. SPEAKES: Well, what is under discussion now is to -
whether and how we will report the occurrences at the summit. There 
have been discussions that have been ongoing, both in the meetings 
with the principals, and outside of the meetings with the principals. 
And the point is, we've reached a point where they would like to 
confer with their subordinates, and they have gone out to do so. 

Now, at the moment, no decisions have been made regarding 
how the two leaders will report. 

Q Do you know who has been heading the U.S. effort in 
this regard outside of these meetings? 

MR. SPEAKES: It's been a number of people from Defense, 
State and NSC. 

Q But they've all been meeting at the U.S. Mission. 
Now, each side is going to their own mission --

MR. SPEAKES: To their respective 

Q -- to confer with each -- to confer with themselves. 

MR. SPEAKES: That's right. 

Q Then, they come back and report to the leaders. 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. 

Q Do you think we could get to a White House phone? 

MR. SPEAKES: We'll try to do that. I'll try to arrange 
it. 

Q Larry, how big were these --

Q What did you say Reagan and Gorbachev are doing now? 

MR. SPEAKES: They are engaged in a private conversation 
in the -- a large hall of the Soviet Mission here. 

Q -- a standing conversation? They're going to stand 
up for a half-hour and talk? 

MR. SPEAKES: They may: and they might sit down. 

Q So really, this might -- this is the end, and when 
they come back, then they make some kind of decision? 

MR. SPEAKES: Well, not necessarily. They 
be opportunities for further discussion at the leadership 
There is a dinner tonight that certainly provides a forum 
discussion on numerous topics. 

there would 
level. 
for further 

Q Is this an indication that the blackout is lifted? 

MR. SPEAKES: No, the Soviets and the Soviet spokesman, 
Mr. Zamyatin, and I agreed inside just a few minutes ago that I would 
come out and make the report and we would like to have this filed so 
that all can get it. 

Q Larry, how big were the delegations that were 
meeting apart from the principles? 
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MR. SPEAKES: · I don't know the numbers. I don't. 

0 How long have they been meeting? 

MR. SPEAKES: They've been meeting off and on over the 
two-day period. 

0 At the U.S. Mission always? 

MR. SPEAKES: I'm not sure where the meetings were held, 
whether they -- they could have been at both Missions. 

0 But who would they include -- people like? 

MR. SPEAKES: They would include experts in the various 
areas. 

0 Like what? 

MR. SPEAKES: Experts in bilateral relations, experts in 
regional problems, experts in arms control. 

O . Now they would be talking back and forth with their 
counterparts in the Soviet Union and I assume also getting 
communications back from the principles? 

MR. SPEAKES: Sure. They would report, as the group has 
to our delegation. They would report to their principles. 

O Okay. I have a question. They are getting together 
to decide how they will report or what they will report? 

MR. SPEAKES: I think all of those questions are topics 
for discussion. There have been the ongoing talks between the 
Secretary General and the President and then these talks at a second 
level. It's time now to bring both talks together and to discuss all 
aspects of the summit. 
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Q Now, this -- if there are any agreements, this is 
the point at which they would come back from the officials who've 
been working on the details and would be presented to the leaders for 
their approval? 

MR. SPEAKES: Well, I can't predict. This is for a 
moment -- an opportunity for both sides to confer with their 
respective delegations. 

Q Did we come in with a plan at all? 

MR. SPEAKES: I just don't really want to go beyond that. 
I think this is about all we've agreed to do. 

Q Is this to indicate that there were no deals being 
cut in here by the leaders and they were all outside this conference? 

MR. SPEAKES: No. The entire -- both delegations at all 
levels have been in contact with each other and everyone from top to 
bottom has been aware of the discussions that are taking place. 

Q Larry, were these --

Q Did everyone in the U.S. delegtation go back to the 
U.S. Mission or did part of them stay here? 

MR. SPEAKES: I believe most of them went back with the 
exception of the President. 

Q Did these two -- were these meetings with -- at the 
expert level? Did those begin because the two leaders were meeting 
in private and therefore the delegation's discussions were curtailed. 

MR. SPEAKES: No. No, they began because there's detail 
that needs to be discussed at the -- at other levels. 

Q Was there anyone that was involved in the -- capital 
discussions earlier before the summit began that came here and was 
also involved --

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know the --

Q It sounds like the two sides meeting at the U.S. 
Mission got together on a general preliminary plan and have now gone 
to each of their own delegations to see whether it will fly. 

MR. SPEAKES: I think that oversimplifies it a bit. 

Q Is it --

MR. SPEAKES: I think what you've done is you've had 
discussions going on a two levels. This is an opportunity now to get 
back to the delegations that have been meeting outside of the summit 
room and have an opportunity to confer with them and report back to 
their leaders. 

Q Who left here? Regan just walked out the front 
here. 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. 

Q Who left in the car earlier? 

MR. SPEAKES: Shultz and Bud and others. 

Q Okay, so the main players in here are all gone now? 

MR. SPEAKES: With the exception of the two main players. 

Q Right. But I say I mean, within the principles? 
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MR. SPEAKES: Yes, that's right. 

Q So but -- while we're talking about the expert 
level, they essentially picked up the ball from the negotiations that 
have been going on between the two capitals? 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes, that is right. 

Q And continue to work on the details while the other 
-- the principles dealt at a higher level but on the same issues? 

MR. SPEAKES: That is correct, yes. 

I think what would be a good idea. Schuster or Jim, I 
think what would be a good idea is for me to get a car over here 
--it's two minutes away -- and take you back and maybe the radio tape 
back if you want to play it through the mult. 

Q 

Q 
I mean, can I 

Q 

or --

Okay. 

But what if I don't have anyone in the press room? 
I'd like to go back, too, if I could. 

Yes, or just maybe two of us run over and come back, 

MR. SPEAKES: However you all want to do it. Let me just 
get a car over here that would help you get back. 

Q Yes, because we need to file. 

MR. SPEAKES: Whoever needs to get back. You need to be 
covered here because --

THE PRESS: Thank you. 

END 3:55 P.M. (L) (Approximate) 
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MR. SPEAKES: Yes, the two sides have agreed to recess 
momentarily while their -- and the United State delegation has 
returned to the U.S. Mission to receive a briefing from those who · 
have been working on possible agreements, possible ideas about how we 
report on the meeting. 

The Soviet delegation and the U.S. delegation have been 
meeting at the U.S. Mission. They will return -- the Soviets will 
return to this Mission. and report to their ministers and the u.s. 
delegation went there to receive the information. 

Q The Soviets went to their -- the Soviets stayed here 
for their briefing with their people? Is that what you are saying? 

MR. SPEAKES: Here's the scenario. The U.S. and the 
Soviets were meeting at their -- at the U.S. Embassy -- a group 
outside of this meeting. They have agreed -- the two leaders have . 
agreed to -- the two leaders agreed in the meeting that they would 
confer with those who had been holding a separate meeting. So the 
Soviets are returning to their Mission to confer with their 
delegation and the U.S. group is going to the U.S. Mission to confer 
with its delegation. 

Meanwhile the President and the General Secretary remain 
here in a private conference. It's in a stand-up fashion in the 
large hall of the Mission here. 

Q When did it break up and how long did it go on? 

MR. SPEAKES: If I can give you the times here. 

Q Can you get this back to our office, because we 
don't have a phone. 

MR. SPEAKES: we need to work out a way for you to phone 
it some way. 

What we've got is a -- we arrived here at 2:25 p.m. The 
General Secretary suggested that the two go into a private session, 
which they began at 2:29 p.m. It lasted for fourteen minutes. At 
2:43 p.m. they began the session with the large group and at 3:30 
p.m • . they recessed. 

Q How long did it last? Only fourteen minutes. 

MR. SPEAKES: Fourteen minutes for the .private session 
and the other one lasted from 2:43 p.m. until 3:30 p.m., so roughly 
fifty minutes there give or take a few. 

Q How long to you expect this recess to be? 

MORE 



- 2 -

.MR. SPEAKES: The recess is scheduled to last about 30 or 
40 minutes. I think our group will be back here at 4:15 p.m. 

Q All right. And then, what's the situation as far as 
the time tomorrow? Has that been worked out? Do you know what time 
this thing's going to take place and where? 

MR. SPEAKES: Well, what is under discussion now is to -
whether and how we will report the occurrences at the summit. There 
have been discussions that have been ongoing, both in the meetings 
with the principals, and outside of the meetings with the principals. 
And the point is, we've reached a point where they would like to 
confer with their subordinates, and they have gone out to do so. 

Now, at the moment, no decisions have been made regarding 
how the two leaders will report. 

Q Do you know who has been heading the U.S. effort in 
this regard outside of these meetings? 

MR. SPEAKES: It's been a number of people from Defense, 
State and NSC. 

Q But they've all been meeting at the U.S. Mission. 
Now, each side· is going to their own mission --

MR. SPEAKES: To their respective 

Q -- to confer with each -- to confer with themselves. 

MR. SPEAKES: That's right. 

Q Then, they come back and report to the leaders. 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. 

Q Do you think we could get to a White House phone? 

MR. SPEAKES: We'll try to do that. I'll try to arrange 
it. 

O Larry, how big were these --

O What did you say Reagan and Gorbachev are doing now? 

MR. SPEAKES: They are engaged in a private conversation 
in the -- a large hall of the Soviet Mission here. 

Q -- a standing conversation? They're going to stand 
up for a half-hour and talk? 

MR. SPEAKES: They may: and they might sit down. 

Q So really, this might -- this is the end, and when 
they come back, then they make some kind of decision? 

MR. SPEAKES: Well, not necessarily. They 
be opportunities for further discussion at the leadership 
There is a dinner tonight that certainly provides a forum 
discussion on numerous topics. 

there would 
level. 
for further 

0 Is this an indication that the blackout is lifted? 

MR. SPEAKES: No, the Soviets and the Soviet spokesman, 
Mr. Zamyatin, and I agreed inside just a few minutes ago that I would 
come out and make the report and we would like to have this filed so 
that all can get it. 

0 Larry, how big were the delegations that were 
meeting apart from the principles? 
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MR. SPEAKES: · I don't know the numbers. I don't. 

0 How long have they been meeting? 

MR. SPEAKES: They've been meeting off and on over the 
two-day period. 

O At the U.S. Mission always? 

MR. SPEAKES: I'm not sure where the meetings were held, 
whether they -- they could have been at both Missions. 

O But who would they include -- people like? 

MR. SPEAKES: They would include experts in the various 
areas. 

O Like what? 

MR. SPEAKES: Experts in bilateral relations, experts in 
regional problems, experts in arms control. 

O Now they would be talking back and forth with their 
counterparts in the Soviet Union and I assume also getting 
communications back from the principles? 

MR. SPEAKES: Sure. They would report, as the group has 
to our delegation. They would report to their principles. 

O Okay. I have a question. They are getting together 
to decide how they will report or what they will report? 

MR. SPEAKES: I think all of those questions are topics 
for discussion. There have been the ongoing talks between the 
Secretary General and the President and then these talks at a second 
level. It's time now to bring both talks together and to discuss all 
aspects of the summit. 
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Q Now, this -- if there are any agreements, this is 
the point at which they would come back from the officials who've 
been working on the details and would be presented to the leaders for 
their approval? 

MR. SPEAKES: Well, I can't predict. This is for a 
moment -- an opportunity for both sides to confer with their 
respective delegations. 

Q Did we come in with a plan at all? 

MR. SPEAKES: I just don't really want to go beyond that. 
I think this is about all we've agreed to do. 

Q Is this to indicate that there were no deals being 
cut in here by the leaders and they were all outside this conference? 

MR. SPEAKES: No. The entire -- both delegations at all 
levels have been in contact with each other and everyone from top to 
bottom has been aware of the discussions that are taking place. 

Q Larry, were these --

Q Did everyone in the U.S. delegtation go back to the 
U.S. Mission or did part of them stay here? 

MR. SPEAKES: I believe most of them went back with the 
exception of the President. 

Q Did these two -- were these meetings with -- at the 
expert level? Did those begin because the two leaders were meeting 
in private and therefore the delegation's discussions were curtailed. 

MR. SPEAKES: No. No, they began because there's detail 
that needs to be discussed at the -- at other levels. 

Q Was there anyone that was involved in the -- capital 
discussions earlier before the summit began that came here and was 
also involved --

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know the --

Q It sounds like the two sides meeting at the U.S. 
Mission got together on a general preliminary plan and have now gone 
to each of their own delegations to see whether it will fly. 

MR. SPEAKES: I think that oversimplifies it a bit. 

Q Is it --

MR. SPEAKES: I think what you've done is you've had 
discussions going on a two levels. This is an opportunity now to get 
back to the delegations that have been meeting outside of the summit 
room and have an opportunity to confer with them and report back to 
their leaders. 

Q Who left here? Regan just walked out the front 
here. 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes. 

Q Who left in the car earlier? 

MR. SPEAKES: Shultz and Bud and others. 

Q Okay, so the main players in here are all gone now? 

MR. SPEAKES: With the exception of the two main players. 

Q Right. But I say I mean, within the principles? 

MORE 
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MR. SPEAKES: Yes, that's right. 

Q So but -- while we're talking about the expert 
level, they essentially picked up the ball from the negotiations that 
have been going on between the two capitals? 

MR. SPEAKES: Yes, that is right. 

Q And continue to work on the details while the other 
-- the principles dealt at a higher level but on the same issues? 

MR. SPEAKES: That is correct, yes. 

I think what would be a good idea. Schuster or Jim, I 
think what would be a good idea is for me to get a car over here 
--it's two minutes away -- and take you back and maybe the radio tape 
back if you want to play it through the mult. 

Q 

Q 
I mean, can I 

Q 
or --

Okay. 

But what if I don't have anyone in the press room? 
I'd like to go back, too, if I could. 

Yes, or just maybe two of us run over and come back, 

MR. SPEAKES: However you all want to do it. Let me just 
get a car over here that would help you get back. 

Q Yes, because we need to file. 

MR. SPEAKES: Whoever needs to get back. You need to be 
covered here because --

THE PRESS: Thank you. 

END 3:55 P.M. (L) (Approximate) 


