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Q Larry, what time does the press have to be in
position at Arlington?

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know, Bob. See what time press has
to be in position at Arlington.

The President this morning met with the leadership. The
purpose of the meeting, for the main part, was to discuss his
upcoming summit meeting. I will give you quotes from the meeting.

He says, "1 am going to Geneva with a sense of confidence
and optimism --

Q Sorry. Sense of what?
MR. SPEAKES: Confidence -- -
Q Thank you.

MR. SPEAKES: -- and optimism -- based on the knowledge
that over the past five years we have restored America's strength and
international standing. I have no illusions about Soviet intentions
and fundamental differences separating us. We are bringing" --
everybody catching up?

Q No.
Q No.
Q -- I have no illusions --

MR. SPEAKES: Buy you a tape recorder, huh?
Q I am going to --
Q I have no illusions -- (Laughter.)

MR. SPEAKES: "I have no illusions about Soviet
intentions and fundamental differences separating us. We're bringing
a broad agenda to Geneva focusing on the full spectrum of U.S.-Soviet
relations, not just arms control, but regional conflicts, bilateral
relations and human rights. Genuine improvement in the relationship
can only result when there is progress in all four areas. At the
same time, we are not making any artificial linkage among these
areas, We will chart a realistic course for further discussion
among our negotiators at Geneva. We face a difficult negotiating
task in Geneva. We do not view Geneva as an end in itself but,
rather, part of an ongoing process. We need to show the Soviets that
the American people stand together in support of Democratic values
and respect for human rights as bases for American policies around
the world."

Q Do you have any quotes of what he might have said on
the Medvid case. There's some confusion about that.

MR. SPEAKES: Yes, I was there. I don't have the
specific quotes. The President's position is the Executive Branch
has carried out its responsibilities and we are providing the
appropriate courtesies to the Senate staff members who are working on
the case.

Q Does he want the man reinterviewed? At least Lago
Marsino seemed to feel that the President expressed a desire for --

MR. SPEAKES: As far as the Executive Branch is
concerned, we have carried out our responsibilites.

Q Then why --
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MR. SPEAKES: We have not. They're handling this as they
would other cases and they -- the courtesies extended to the Senate
are what they would extend to members of Congress.

8] Larry, do you want to say anything about the
published report yesterday that the U.S. government was aware of the
fact that Medvid was going to be drugged by the Soviets before he was
spoken to -- before he was re-interviewed by us?

MR. SPEAKES: Tom, I don't know anything about that. I
don't -- I honestly don't know. The State Department is releasing
their own medical reports -- medical reports that their doctors and
psychologists had today, so maybe that will shed some light. I do
not know.

9) This goes to the intercepted radio traffic between
the captain and the Soviet Embassy, supposedly.

MR. SPZAKES: Last night?
Q This is what Safir had in his column yesterday.

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know.

2 Coming back to your statement, reading from the
President once again, could you expand a little bit where you were
talking about expectations and everything in Ceneva? "We will chart

a realistic course for further discussions among our negotiators in
Geneva."

MR. SPCAKES: Yes. We hope that if we can have some
discussions that —-- at the summit meeting that would provide some
understanding by either side of our positions on arms control that
that would lead to
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the certificate of departure; the other is not to grant the
certificate of departure. The emphasis in the story is on not to
grant the certificate of departure -- in other words, blocking the
ship's departure.

Q And did that spokesman indicate to you that they
have, literally, not made up their minds as to which way it should
be?

MR. SPEAKES: That is -- they have not -- I know they
have not.

Q And can you go into =-- can you explain what they
base their decision on, other than --

MR. SPEAKES: What they will base their decision on?

Q What they will base their decision on.

MR. SPEAKES: They will base their decision on the
criteria that are normally required to grant a certificate of
departure. And there are 24 of them. 1I've only been given examples

because the lawyer didn't have it with him when we talked.

Q And why did the Customs feel that, as a courtesy to
the Senate, they had to be involved at all?

MR. SPEAKES: As it --

Q -- the Executive Branch was saying that the case
was closed.

MR. SPEAKES: The courtesy extended was simply driving
them from the airport to the dock at which time they walked up to the
gangplank and talked with the captain.

Q Don't put in for --

MR. SPEAKES: So, that was the courtesy. When you --
when Senate staff people travel, they do get courtesies of local
federal agencies -- Executive Branch agencies.

Q Can you say bureaucratically who's in charge of
this? 1Is it Secretary Baker, is it Shultz, is it, I mean --

MR. SPEAKES: There are various agencies that play roles

Q But, who's coordinating --

MR. SPEAKES: -~ ranging from the State Department, the
White House, the Justice Department, the INS, the Customs Service, the
Coast Guard -- all -- been involved.

Q Who's making sure that everybody's on the same
track?

MR. SPEAKES: John Poindexter has been chairing the
interagency meetings last night and again this morning on that
subject?

Q -- what subject was that?

MR. SPEAKES: On the subject of Medvid.

Q And was Baker --

MR. SPEAKES: The legal ramifications.
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Q Is he changing his --

MR. SPEAKES: No, no, no. We don't say you have to get
out of Afghanistan before we can reach an agreement on doing away
with all nuclear weapons.

Q But it would sure help.
MR. SPEAKES: That's the shorthand --

Q Is artificial -- I mean, nuance-wise here, what's
artificial?

MR. SPEAKES: What we mean is, Ira, they've had arms
control talks -- example: LBJ. It was -- those talks were scuttled,
not over substance totally, but over Czechoslovakia. Arms control
talks in '79; those talks ended without agreement, not so much for
substance -- not entirely on substance, but over Afghanistan to a
certain extent. So, the President believes if regional issues are
resolved,
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Q Well, we're prepared to stay here, you know.
MR. SPEAKES: Are you?

Q As long as it takes.

MR. SPEAKES: Bob?

Q Two questions.

MR. SPLEAKES: Two?

Q Two, yes. Number one --

Q I'm prepared to stay here.

Q -- you say this case is closed, but you've got
Poindexter sharing interagency meetings -- last night and today, and

what does "the case closed" mean?

MR. SPEAKES: Case -- the executive branch has carried
out its responsibilities. As you know, the Senate Agriculture
Committee has issued a subpoena. If the subpoena is not served, it
presents certain legal questions as far as the executive branch is
concerned. If it is served, it presents other legal questions as far
as the executive branch is concerned. We would have to make
decisions on those and we're reviewing the legalities of it, so when
and 1f we are faced with a decision, we make it.

Q Okay, the second gquestion. On the Customs spokesman
last night, are you saying that he was misquoted in the various
newspapers, or that in fact you -- over the course of this morning

that the White louse has suggested perhaps that they'd better --

MR. SPEAKES: No. He was not quoted fully, explained to
reporters, including The Times reporter who he claims got that wrong.
It's a bad day.

Q Did =-- the White House call him back today?
MR. SPEAKES: -- Post do anything wrong today?
c I'm just going to --

MR. SPEAKES: This is this guy. I wouldn't throw off on
The Times.

Q He buried the hostage story, and while we're on
hostages, what have you got to say?

Q It's =--

MR. SPEAKES: ©No, now you'wve got to let your colleagues
go ahead.

Q -- what Bob was saying, it's not that the White
House pulled Customs back today and vetoed it.

MR. SPEAKES: No, the guy said --
Q Ckay.

MR. SPEAXES: -- he was telling all of the options and
those were two of them.

Yes, sir?

e An aide to Jesse Helms said this morning that there
is some doubt that the guy that was interviewed was actually the same
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Q And what do --
Q -- he's rejecting it?

) Q And what conclusion do you draw from the fact that
Killburn and Buckley were not included?

MR. SPEAKES: 1 cannot draw any conclusion on that.
Q Buckley's dead.

Q Larry --

MR. SPEAKES: Okay Helen.

Q -- can you announce the week =--

MR. SPEAKES: Oh, next week. Yes, everybody'll be
worrying about that.

Okay, you got the weekend, and you got Monday. Tuesday:

bipartisan Congressional leadership; Geneva luncheon -- I'm not sure

what group's coming in then. That's it. Wednesday: Cabinet meeting

scheduled at 11:00 a.m. -- could be a Cabinet Council. Thursday --
Q Affirmative action?

MR. SPEAKES: No. Thursday, the President will spend
some time in the afternoon on Geneva preparation. And on Friday, he
meets with Secretary Shultz. And, that's about all I have.

Q Are there any more interviews left, Larry.

Q -- radio address --

MR. SPEAKES: Don't have anything on the speech.

Q What about --

MR. SPEAKES: Anymore interviews? Yes. The President
next week on Tuesday will be interviewing with television
representatives of five European countries?

Q What about address on arms control?

MR. SPEAKES: Television address?

Q Yes.

MR. SPEAKES: I don't have anything for you on that yet.
Probably the first of the week I'll be able to --

Q -- tape the Saturday radio address?

MR. SPEAKES: I think so now. I thought at one time
there was a decision not to, but I see it on the schedule -- I'm not
sure.

Q You mean you'll tell us at the beginning of the week
about the --

Q You mean a week -- you mean a week from Saturday?
Will the T.V. -- European T.V. be immediately available, or do you

know what the release time on that --
MR. SPEAKES: Yes. I think some of them will be

broadcasted live and your satellites always intercept it so, what
difference does it make?

MORE #1610-11/08







