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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(Geneva, Switzerland)

PRESS BRIEFINGS
BY
LARRY SPEAKES

November 20, 1985

Press Filing Center
The Hotel Intercontinental

6:17 P.M, (L)

MR. SPEAKES: I will read a statement, if I can have
your attention, that summarizes the situation at present. Then I
will go back into detail as far as times of meetings and sub-meetings
that have taken place today. And then it will be followed by your
questions. I will not give any specifics, as usual, but I will give
this overview which has been agreed to by my counterpart of the
Soviet side.

The leaders of the United States and the Soviet Union
and their advisors met for three hours this afternoon for further
discussions on a number of major issues that have been the subject of
talks at the summit here in Geneva for the past two days. During the
afternoon good progress was made but some work remains to be done.
The two leaders have asked a working group of their advisers to
continue their discussions and report to the two leaders at dinner at
the President's residence this evening.

Among the issues under review is the manner and content
of the report on the summit by the United States and the Soviet
Union. There are broad areas of agreement and other areas on which
further discussions must take place. The group will report at dinner
on their discussions, reporting on areas of agreement and issues that
remain to be decided. The President and the General Secretary will
make final decisions.

The United States is committed to finding areas of
agreement and seeks progress in improving understanding. We are
dedicated to this end.

End of statement. If you will listen closely, please,
on the times because they are complicated and you will confuse your
colleagues if you ask too many questions.

Q Go slowly.

At 2:25 p.m., the President arrives Soviet Mission; 2:29
p.m. the two leaders begin one-on-one session; 2:43 p.m., the two

leaders conclude one-on-one session -- fourteen minutes. At 2:43
p.m. the larger group begins a session. At 3:30 p.m., the larger
group recesses session -- forty-seven minutes before the recess. At

3:30 p.m. the President and General Secretary Gorbachev begin a
one-on-one in a stand-up fashion with interpreters in the Grand Hall
of the Soviet Mission. While this continued for a period of ninety
minutes or so --

Q Ninety?

MR. SPEAKES: Ninety -- nine, zero minutes -- I'll come
to the time in a minute -- the groups of their advisors, including
Secretary Shultz, Bud McFarlane, Don Regan, and others that had
participated in the talks, moved out of the Soviet compound up the
street to the United States Mission. At the United States Mission a

MORE #1621-11/20




























) ® @

Soviets.

So, Owen, I'm running overdue. I've got to help some
other people.

Q If you could clarify once more from your statement
at the beginning. You had said during the afternoon good progress

was made. The good progress -- did that refer to solving any of
these major issues in dispute or in understanding any of these issues
in dispute, or were you referring to the manner on -- at the

reporting results?

MR. SPEAKES: Good progress refers to manner and
content. That's the question and the answer all in one.

Q Larry, you mentioned that there were about thirty
people in the room when they reported to the President and General
Secretary. We have, as I understand it, seven main participants on
each side. Who were the rest of them?

MR. SPEAKES: They had been joined, Don, by others. For
instance, on our side Perle had come in, Nitze had come in, Roz
Ridgway had come in -- some of the people that were involved in the
discussions that were taking place at the U.S. Mission.

Q Could you get us a list of who they were?

MR, SPEAKES: I don't think so.

Q Larry, with regard to the experts who were working
at the U.S. Mission, can you tell us, first, when they went to work?
Can you tell us whether they worked overnight? Can you tell us whose
idea it was to have the parallel discussions?

MR. SPEAKES: They did work last night very late. They
did meet -- I'm not sure whether they met this morning -~ they met
this afternoon. I don't know the times -- the running times on it.

Q With regard to how this parallel process got
started, was that a mutual decision?

MR. SPEAKES: I'm sure it was, yes. I don't know
whether it was something agreed upon by the leaders or whatever. Let
me go way on the far corner. There we go.

Q Could I get a list =--

Q -- verification on one point?

MR. SPEAKES: Yes,

Q -- Sunday, but let me try to go back over this.
When somebody says that the subjects were bilateral, regional, and --
you quickly said that's the whole range of subjects.

MR. SPEAKES: No, I didn't say that was. I said "the
whole range."

Q I'm sorry, sir, that's what you said. Later on you
said there are four subjects. My question is whether human rights is
still a separate subject?

MR. SPEAKES: You can assume that the United States, for
its part, has discussed all of the issues that we laid out in advance
of this meeting during the course of the last two days.

Where are we? Nelson.

Q I wanted to try to fine-tune and o0il there a little
bit there.
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MR. SPEAKES: -- but there are others that are beneath
the Secretary level that are experts in the various areas; I don't
know their names.

Q Murphy?
MR. SPEAKES: Let me work the back. Yes.

Q Larry, you said a little earlier the two leaders
know what they want and how they want it. Which do they disagree
over, what they want or how they want it?

MR. SPEAKES: Well, I think once they see what their
advisers recommend to them and if there are differences between the
two -- two groups, U.S. and Soviet, then the two leaders will discuss
that and see if they can come to some resolution at the summit, so to
speak.

Q Larry.
MR. SPEAKES: Helen.

Q Did the leaders ever meet with these experts to tell
them which way they want it to go?

MR. SPEAKES: That has been -- the experts are working
from the direction given by the leaders over the past two days.

Q How? At the luncheons and the morning meetings?
MR. SPEAKES: Many of them, Roz Ridgway for instance,

Paul Nitze, were both involved in the discussions, so they know what
the two leaders have directed.

So -- Pat.

Q Larry, the advisers present their final version to
the leaders this evening. I'm under the impression it could be
decided this evening at dinner or after dinner. But you said it's
likely that you'll only have a page -- something written here later
tonight. Could you brief -- if they agree tonight, could you brief
-- would you brief tonight?

MR. SPEAKES: If they agree tonight, could I brief
tonight on what they agree. They may, in their agreement, agree to
report tomorrow, so I will be bound by what they agree to do.

Q If they --

MR. SPEAKES: I will announce that if that's what they
agree.

Q Tonight.

MR. SPEAKES: 1I will announce that they've agreed to --
how they are going to report.

Mike.
Q Yes. When it -- whatever and whenever the outcome,
would you caution people against having high expectations for the

results of the summit? 1Is that what you're trying to tell us?

MR. SPEAKES: No, I'm simply stating matters as they
stand at the moment.

Q What -- should we have high expectations, or low
expectations? How do you feel about it?

MR. SPEAKES: How do I feel about it?
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Q You've told us for weeks what our expectations
should be.

MR. SPEAKES: How do I feel about it, Mike asked. You
know, I've never been surprised about anything that happens as long
as I've had this job, one way or the other.

Q How about, are you happy?

MR. SPEAKES: Am I happy? I'm always happy.
Q Good. (Laughter.)

MR. SPEAKES: So -- New York Times. Bernie.

Q Have you been -- has the U.S. been informed about
Gorbachev's press conference, and what is our reaction to it?

MR. SPEAKES: Gorbachev's press conference -- have we
been informed? I don't know that we have been formally and
officially in the sessions informed. I did not ask Zamyatin about it
this afternoon.

Q Do we have any reaction to this?

MR. SPEAKES: No, we don't. I mean, that's certainly
within his prerogative.

Rick.

Q I don't quite understand how that fits with the
leaders working out how to report. Gorbachev has clearly decided
that one way he's going to report is to have a press conference. Is
the President going to have a press conference?

MR, SPEAKES: The President decided one way he -- two
ways. He will report it to NATO leaders -- 15 or 16 of them -- and
we have a list of them that we will release to you for tomorrow, and
to the United States Congress and the American people. That's two
ways he'll report.

Q But here in Geneva will he have -- report as well?

MR, SPEAKES: That hasn't been determined by the
President.

So -- yes?
Q There is a report that U.S. authorities have asked
for one hour of time on World Television Network tomorrow morning at

9:00 a.m. Can you confirm or deny it?

MR. SPEAKES: Report is incorrect.

Okay =-- Johanna.
Q Have any ~- have the plans changed in terms of how
the speech will be written on the plane going to Belgium -- going to

the States?
MR, SPEAKES: No. Hasn't, no, sure don't.

Q Larry, were any members of the actual arms
negotiating team present?

MR, SPEAKES: Of the actual arms negotiating team in the
sessions this afternoon?

Q In any of the working -~ lower level working
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