Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This 1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: Blackwell, Morton: Files
Folder Title: [Maranatha Campus Ministries]
Box: 37

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/diqgital-library

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/



https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/




MEMORANDUM FOR MORTON BLACKWEIL

FROM: DODIE LIVINGSTC
SUBJECT: Maranatha Campus Ministries

I note you have received a carbon copy of this request
from Maranatha Campus Ministries and would appreci
your recommendations. It is a fund-raising ever
ordinarily we would not send a message from the Presi

Thank you. <j>>U&J}

R



Maranatha Campus Ministries |
Post Office Box 1799 ® Gainesuville, Florida 32602 o (904) 375-6000

A June 14, 1983

President Ronald Reagan

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Mr. President,

In conjunction with the Year of the Bible, Maranatha Campus
Ministries International is sponsoring $100-a-plate dinners in
50 cities throughout the United States. The goal of the August
23rd "International Student Affairs Dinners” is to raise money
to place Bibles in the hands of as many of the 300,000 forefgn
students who are studying at our universities as possible.

As you may know, Karl Marx studied for a short time in a
New York university. Also, the two men who planned the attack
on Pearl Harbor studied at Oregon State University where they
were not treated with kindness. Because of that, those two Japanese
students vowed revenge on the United States.

To thwart that kind of image of America, students in Maranatha
Campus Ministries are meeting international students at airports
and bus terminals as they come to study at our universities.

We tutor them, hold dinners to honor them, and generally reach

out to love them in any way we can.

Accordingly, I have asked several senators and congressmen
to introduce a bill declaring August 23rd as International Student
Appreciation Day in America. That is the day we are holding
our dinners simultaneously across the nation.

A multi-media show is being produced to educate dinner attendees
about foreign students in the United States. Efraim Zimbalist, Jr.,
has been asked to narrate, and many other leaders have been invited
to speak briefly on behalf of our international visitors.

I wanted to share this with you, Mr. President, because
I know it flows with your concepts of volunteerism and because
I think it 1s a good thing for Americans to be doing. If you
. -could_send_ a_message..of encouragement it would be greatly appreciated
' and something we could share with all those attending in the
’ cities where these dinners will be held. A sample greeting is
enclosed for your convenience.

Maranatha Publications ® Audiovisual Department ® “The Forerunner”
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President Ronald Reagan
Page 2
June 14, 1983

I am praying for you, Mr. President. Thousands of Christian
students are interceding for you, the Cabinet, and others in
strategic positions. We believe you are God's man for this nation.
Our support will come not only from a position of prayer, Sir,
but also from our nation's heritage to campaign and vote for
the candidate of our choice!

His/Service,

1

{
% Weiner
Director
Maranatha Campus Ministries
International
BW:sd
Enclosure

cc: Morton Blackwell



v THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 27, 1983

Mr. Brian Onken

Christian Research Institute

Post Office Box 500

San Juan Capistrano, Calif. 92693

Dear Mr. Onken:

This is in response to your letter of March 23 to the
President regarding Maranatha Campus Ministries. Part of my
duty here is as the President's liaison to Protestant
religious groups.

We have had frequent contacts with Maranatha, all of
which have been constructive. Representatives of this
ministry have attended various meetings and briefings
here, some of which included the President. The letter
to which you refer is authentic. :

There is an excellent tradition in our country of
toleration of a wide variety of religious activities.
Maranatha's practice of vigorous witnessing for their
Christian faith is perhaps not to the taste of all. But
our experience with this group, our information from students
not affiliated with it, and the judgement of a large
number of respected, independent religious leaders lead to
the conclusion that this group is well within that American
religious tradition.

Thank you for your letter.

Sincerely,

. NI )
L/Z%’Fé‘n(l. Z)QCB.VC[{/
Morton C. Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President
Office of Public Liaison












Ronald Reagan
March 23, 1983
Page 2

The impact of the brochure is that you and Mrs. Reagan are "part
oF thée Maranatha TEamtly**amd that ysU have willlngly and With
%HfUrmEU”ﬁ§ﬁ?@ﬁf“?ﬁﬁS?E?ﬂ“fﬁ?“WE?k*Gfmnaraﬂatﬁﬁ'Christian
Fellowships, ™Y am quiteé "concerned about ERIS apparent
“endorsement.

If possible, could you please clarify a few points for me. I
would appreciate Knowing e following:

1. Are you personally familiar with the work of
Bob and Rose Weiner and Maranatha Christian
Fellowships?

2. Is the letter attributed to you authentic? 1If
so, would it be possible to ascertain the
context in which it was written? wWas it a
type of "form letter"?

3. Were you contacted by Maranatha Christian
Fellowships for permission to use your
comments as a published endorsement of their
ministry? Do you see yourself as part of the
"Maranatha family"?

4, Do you willingly and with informed consent
endorse the work of Maranatha as "highly
commendable"?

This group is very highly public-relations oriented. They are
trying to establish themselves as a respectable and biblical
college campus ministry. We have concerns about the students
getting involved in this group and the use of your apparent
endorsement gives them the respectability they desire and need.

Any help you could offer in clarifying your connection with
Maranatha Christian Fellowships would be very much appreciated.
I have enclosed photocopies of the promotional brochure for your
information.

— -

Sénior Research Consultant

BAO/kz
enclosures















Post Office Box 1799 e Gainesville, Florid 2602 e (904) 375-6000

February 8, 1983

Morton Blackwell

Special Assistant to the
President

0ld Executive Office Building

17th and Pennsylvania Ave.

Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Morton,

Enclosed is enough material, I believe, to present a posi-
tive answer to the chaplains questions. Please note the state-
ments made by Christian Life Magazine and Charisma Magazine
about Maranatha Campus Ministries.

The letters I have enclosed are not all endorsement letters.
l..<y purport only to show a friendly relationship existing
between persons and/or ministries and Maranatha. Those that are
endorsements are quite evident.

The lengthy statement by Joseph Witherspoon of the University
of Texas Law School may be of special interest to the chaplains.

May I suggest the chaplains contact Pastor John M. Wilkerson,
minister at Bethel Temple Assembly of God. He could supply a
cogent view of the overall ministry, and from a local perspective.

Pastor Wilkerson can be reached at (817)457-1111 or 429-2722.
His church is located 6801 Meadowbrook Drive, Fort Worth, Texas,
76112,

In the enclosed brochure, we have attempted to present pastors,
parents and leaders from many “ifferent religious backgrounds in
an effort to show the broad support Maranatha enjoys.

Our one goal is to be pleasing to the Lord Jesus and be a
unifying, positive force on the campus and in the community.

We have made mistakes, but have tried to right any wrongs. . .
and we want to do that with respect to these chaplains, as well.
We should be honored to sit down and discuss any specific griev-
ances they or others have with us. We are open and very willing
to resp~~d to constructive criticism that we could use to change
more in.u the image of our Lord and Sr--‘or.

Maranatha Publications ® Audiovisual Department e “The Forerunner”
Maranatha Missions e Ministry Relations ® Maranatha Leadership Training School
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Fhe WH 1OUSE
WASH on
11-29-82

Dodie:

Morton thinks we should have

a Presidential message to this
tenth anniversary gathering of
Maranatha. If you will return
it to me, I will answer their
letter for him and send the
written message and explain why
they can't have a video or the
man in person! Thanks

Carolyn Sundseth
Need by 12-10 for program --

earlier if possible so I can get
it to Florida to them by 12-10.



Maranatha Campus Ministries
¢ Gainesville, Florida 32602

Post Office Box 1799

Morton Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President

0l1d Executive Office Building
17th and Pennsylvania Ave.

Washington, D.C.

Dear Morton,

20006

(904) 375-6000

September 13, 1982

Enclosed is the original letter to the President. If it is
not strong enough, as you counseled me on the phone...please return

it with any suggestions.

I would appreciate it if you would route it to the other
assistants and take one of the copies for yourself.

Thank you and have a wonderful day ir the Lord;

BN/nb

Enclosures

Sincerely,
TN, ’f‘. s
Ved
VLN " e
Bob Nolte

Ministry Relations

Maranatha Publications ® Audiovisual Department ® “The Forerunner”
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Maranatha Campus Ministries
Post Office Box 1799 ¢ Gainesville, Florida 32602 < (904) 375-6000

September 13, 1982

President Ronald Reagan
White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

Three to five thousand university students from all over the
U.S. will be gathering in Fort Worth, Texas, from December 28th
through January 1, 1983 to receive spiritual nourishment and
"marching orders"”" on how to bring our nation back to her godly
heritage.

As Commander and Chief, I would like to personally invite you
to speak to these university students either in person or by
videotape.

Many of these collegians worked for your. election in 1980, will
be working for it again in '84 and this year have worked hard for
the election or re-election of Republican lawmakers both in Congress
and in their respective statehouses.

In fact, Paul Weyrich said it was volunteers from Maranatha
Campus Fellowships that went door-to-door in Republican Congressman
Mark Siljander's district that won his primary battle this past
August in Michigan.

You would be speaking to these kind of young people, youth who
take the initiative - on their own - to campaign for the election of
men with principle and conviction to lead our nation.

As you did for the National Right to Life convention in July,
we would like to have you speak via videotape that we would play on
large screen television. The speech would only need to be 10 to 15
minutes long and be of an inspirational nature to commission univer-
sity students to become the leaders that God wants them to be in
their generation,

Of course, we would love to have you speak live to this group
of Christian students. However, I was counseled that perhaps this
would be the most feasible arrangement because of your schedule,
the Christmas holidays, etc.

For your information, Maranatha Campus Ministries will have
Christian fellowships on nearly 100 campuses by the end of this
year, representing young people from virtually every state in the
union. A number of foreign students from our overseas ministries
will also be attending the Ft. Worth Conference.

Maranatha Publications ® Audiovisual Department ® “The Forerunner”
Maranatha Missions ® Public Relations ® Maranatha Leadership Training School



will await reply from your staff.

Thank you for consideration of our request, Mr. President. We

Please be assured of our constant prayers for you, ...daily
prayers that we see God answering as you responsibility lead our nation.

By the way, many of our collegians at Kansas State attended
your speech last week in Manhattan and said your address was

(In Jesus' mighty power and love,
' —/

[ — ] -

l‘ LT / { - bl

Robert T. Weiner

Director

Maranatha Campus Ministries
International

fantastic! Keep up the good work!!
RTW/nb
cc: Morton Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President

Edwin Meese

Counsellor

James A. Baker IIX

Chief of Staff

William Clark

Assistant to the President
Edwin Harper

Assistant to the President
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Morton Blackwell

Assistant to the President
Room 191

0ld Executive Office Building
17th and Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C., 20006

Dear Morton,

The President is unable to make a videotape address for our
upcoming 10th anniversary conference in Fort Worth. Mr. Sadleir
informed us last week of this unfortuanate situation, but we
are still rejoicing and believing perhaps a Presidential telegram
could be sent.

A number of Christian pastors and ministry directors are
sending congratualatory telegrams or letters that will be read on
Dec. 28 during the conference opening. Many of those letters
have already arrived. Others, such as Dr. Pat Robertson of the
Christian Broadcasting Network, have been asked to send telegrams
on the day of the conference.

Would it be possible for the President to send such a greeting
-- not only to wish us God's blessing during the 5-day conference
but also a congratulations on Maranatha's 10th anniversary celebrat

If a telegram would be difficult, perhaps a letter could be
sent to our office here in Florida. Staff will be here up until
Dec., 22, If a telegram to the conference is possible, it should
be sent to:

Bob Weiner

c/o Maranatha Conference/Bob Muni
Americana Hotel

200 Main Street

Fort Worth, Texas 76102

I have enclosed some information on Maranatha for the person
in charge of composing a telegram and/or letter. I think it will
meet all your needs.

Thanks, my brother, and have a wonderful holiday season with
your family.

wer,

Ministry Relations
&Mo&o&/&fﬂ%ﬁqf&*

o VOIS B s = =9 Coa’
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CHAR'SMATA Continued

_—_

M aranatha Campus Ministries Inter-
national is observing its 10th anni-
versary with a year-end celebration, De-
cember 28 through January 1, 1983. The
ministry began in 1972 during a high school

revival in Paducah, Kentucky, when Bob
and Rose Weiner began holding Bible
studies for students.

Students from around the world will be
attending the leadership conference in Fort

he Church of God, with headquarters
in Clevetand, Tennessee, voted to re-
new its commitment to cross-cultural min-
istry. The vote occurred at the
demoninations 59th General Assembly in
Kansas City, Missouri. It presently is work-
ing among more than 20 different lan-
guage groups within the United States.
The editor of Spanish publications for
The Church of God. the Rev. Roberto Riv-
era, told the General Assembly, “The influx
of immigrants and refugees into the United

Pentecostals strengthen
Cross-cultural commitment

States has opened dramatic new avenues
of ministry. People reached by the church
in their home countries come to the U.S.
with a strong denominational identity. If
they can't find a Church of God worshiping
in their own language, they start one.”

“These churches provide an excellent
basis for evangelism,” commented the Rev.
Bill Rayburn, overseer of metropolitan Chi-
cago. The church also provides assist-
ance to newcomers by helping them find
jobs and learn English.

Maranatha observing 10th anniversary

Worth, Texas. They will celebrate what God
has done in evangelizing campuses of the
world. Among the speakers will be Rosey
Grier, former National Football League
player for the Los Angeles Rams (see Oc-
tober Charisma for story on Grier). Stu-
dents will also hear Jack Hayford, T. L.
Osborn, Dick Mills, Winkie Pratney, John
Gimenez, Terry Law, Dick Eastman, and
other well-known ministers.

Bob Weiner, founder of Maranatha
Campus Ministries International, says that
many of the young people saved during the
early days of the ministry are now preach-
ing the gospel on some 70 campuses where
Maranatha has fellowships around the
world. The ministry has sent over 300 young
people into some form of full-time campus
ministry.

The ministry’s goal is to reach every
university campus in the world with the
gospel by December 31, 1985.

Maranatha is publisher of The Forerun-
ner newspaper which has a distribution of
100,000 each month on the 70 college
campuses. Charismata continued
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» LOCAL CLASSES

+ CORRESPONDENCE COURSES

« ORDINATION PROGRAM
+ THEOLOGICAL DEGREES

Complete Your Education

GRADUATE DEGREES CAN BE EARNED
EXTERNALLY THROUGH VALID STUDY
PROGRAMS AT INTERNATIONAL.

Attention Local Residents:

A FULL RANGE OF UNDERGRADUATE AND

« ACCREDITED BY THE
INTERNATIONAL ACCREDITING
COMMISSION FOR SCHOOLS.
COLLEGES AND THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARIES
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Check No 17 on Readers Service Card. page 71

PrasicenvFounder

Local classes now In progress on the new campus.
Extension classes N 23 locations in the U.S.A. now in session.
The new three million dollar campus will be constructed in phases over the next 5 years. o
Our External Department is able to meet your needs through our 16 programs. The first year basic Ministerial
Training Program starts at the 0 credit level for those with no t eological background. Graduates of this program
can then go on through the Associate of Bible Subjects. 4 Bachelor, 4 Master and 5 Doctoral Programs, to com-
lete the 210-credit level. ) ] ) " , ‘
P eRemember. we accept transfer credits from other Bible schools, and give credit for life experience in the min-
istry. An equivalency examination is available for expenenced ministers; also an entrance examination is available
from those going from a secular to a theological degree program.

WRITE FOR FREE INFORMATION PACKET

14 pecomper 1982 Crar sma

STUDY IN YOUR OWN HOME
FIRST YEAR COURSE

“BE SUCCESSFUL
IN YOUR
MINISTRY”

TRAINING COURSE FOR
MINISTERS
BIBLE TEACHERS
CHRISTIAN WORKERS
LAYMEN
MEN AND WOMEN

We will train you in:

Theqlogical Subjects

Ministerial Preparation

And invite you to accompany us on an overseas mission
tnip {Caribbean-Central America area)

And (upon quatification) 1ssue you credentials as an or-
dained Minister or Teacher (Credentals are optional.
Many take the course for the information only.)
INTERNATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE

AND SEMINARY

P.O. Box 879

Plrmouth, Fioridas 32768-0879

Miss/Mrs. Mr. Rev. (circle appropriate)

Name

Address
City
State

Date

8-Month Course (64 Credits) $250.00
List certiticate tor which you wish to study:
1. Graduation Diploma
2. Bible Teacher's Certificate
3. Ordained Minister Credentials
] Esclgged is my application fee (non-refundable)

O | agree, after being accepted. to pay $25.00 per
month consecutively for the next 8 months.
understand that there 1s a $25.00 graduation fee.
| wish to continue studying for my theological
degrees.
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Maranatha Campus Ministries
Post Office Box 1799 ¢ Gainesville, Florida 32602 ¢ (904) 375-6000

May 22, 1982

President Ronald Reagan
The White House

1700 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Reagan,

We want to thank you for inviting us to the White House for
the announc1ng of your proposed "school . prayer amendment". We
want you to know that we stand behind you in this proposal and
we appreciate your efforts concerning the restoration of the
rights of American school children to pray.

While we were at the meeting we gave you, by way of one of
your personal aides, a book entitled God and Government, by Gary
DeMar. This book presents the Biblical basis for our Constitution
and our civil government. We hope that if you have not had time
to read this, you will review it. It contains some invaluable
Biblical information for refuting the humanist who is trying to
destroy the moral and spiritual principles upon which this nation
was built.

We also gave you a book entitled, The American Covenant, the
Untold Story, by Marshall Foster. This book contains historical
information now discarded by the secular humanist concerning the
covenant which our founding fathers made with God upon establishing
this nation. This information is vital for those who are working
for the restoration of our republic.

Rose and I represent thousands of college students who are
all part of Maranatha Campus Ministries International. As of
this fall, we will have churches on 100 major university campuses
in 36 states. Our ministry is working on the "grass roots level"
to restore Biblical and moral principles upon which our nation was
founded. As part of our strategy for this restoration we distribute
to university students across the U.S. a monthly newspvaper, The
Forerunner. T

It is the purpose of this paper to dispel the negative and
pessimistic ideas that are flooding our nation and present instead
positive ideas of hope, godliness and prosperity. The Forerunner

Maranatha Publications  ®  Audiovisual Department  ®  “The Forerunner”
Maranatha Missions ® Public Relations ®  Maranatha Leadership Traimng School



President Ronald Reagan
May 22, 1982
Page 2

is communicating the Christian history of America, calling for
a return to our historic Biblical roots, and working for a
restoration of a strong republic under God.

As the Berkeley Barb and other underground papers in the
sixties spread leftist views across the nation's campuses and
did much to plant destructive seeds that tore down our nation,
it is our goal to use The Forerunner as a tool to plant seeds
of truth and light that will bring forth a national spiritual
awakening. We are preaching on campuses across the United States
working for a spiritual awakening of our land and calling students
back to God. We see a real hunger among university students for
spiritual truth.

Mr. President, because of your public acknowledgement of
God and your stand for truth, your place of intercession and
example as a godly leader is doing much to deter the enemy and

pave the way for moral and spiritual revival. Incidentally, the
first issue of our newspaper, The Forerunner, printed in May of
last year, was dedicated to you, President Reagan. (A copy is

enclosed.)

Rose and I are starting a political organization called
"United Students of America", (USA) which will be lobbying Congress,
on national and state levels. From the outset, we will be active
in 36 states on 100 major university campuses from Harvard to
Berkeley. We believe there is going to be an unprecedented move
by the Spirit of God as great masses across our nation turn back
to the ways of righteousness. In correlation, there will be
continual and growing support for all legislation that promotes
godliness and the restoration of our republic.

One of our greatest concerns at this time is the abortion
issue which is a great evil and offense to God. We believe that
the scripture explicitly points out that abortion is the root
cause of the financial problems that face our nation. Ezekiel
Chapter 16 so aptly points out that because the land is full of
adultery and fornication and "because you have slaughtered My
children...I have stretched cut My hand against you and diminished
your rations." (Ezek. 16:21,27)

We believe this judgement of God is a judgement toward
restoration. God desires to restore this nation and to return
financial prosperity, but until abortion is eradicated from our
nation and the slaughter of the millions of innocents is stopped,
God will continue to resist our economy.

Secondly, we are concerned about the unconstitutional position
of the judicial system and their ability to legislate and overrule
the elected officials of the people. We would like to see a



President Ronald Reagan
May 22, 1982
Page 3

Constitutional amendment, not only to change the life tenure of
the Supreme Court and federal judges to a limited term of office,
but an amendment that would also define the historic base of the
United States law as the "Judeo-Christian-based Biblical law".

In 1963, the Supreme Court ruled that the Bible was no longer
an authoritative source thus throwing out 171 years of historic
Judeo-Christian-based law, which was the firm foundation of law in
this nation. The judges have substituted, instead, sociological law,
deciding what is sociologically good for the society at any given
moment.

The Supreme Court, having rejected absolute Biblical law and
having no absolute law to which it submits, has moved from the
position of being interpreters of the law, to being law makers
themselves. This position for the Supreme Court as well as the
federal judges of our land is unconstitutional.

As we have a Constitutional amendment that defines "Biblical
law" as the historic basis of all of our law and our Constitution,
we can rid forever from this nation any tendency to practice socio-
logical law that has proven to be wicked and devastating to human life
in the hands of unprincipled and unscrupulous men! We would like for
you to review our article on this subject, "Silent No Longer", on
page 14 of The Forerunner (June, 1982, which is also included).
We are confident that there will be massive grass roots support
for this type of an amendment in the next two or three years.

We are praying for you and working with you to establish a
stronger America. If we can be of any help or assistance to you
in mobilizing this nation's university students for action, let us
know.

Sincerely,
e
) —
e / , v/\‘, \_/ N
. AT 57&'("\ézpfbétxxjav

Bob and Rose Weiner

Directors

Maranatha Campus
Ministries International

Box 1799

Gainesville, FL 32602

RTW:reb

enclosures



Maranatha Campus Ministries
Post Office Box 1799 ¢ Gainesville, Florida 32602 < (904) 375-6000

May 21, 1982

Morton C. Blackwell
Special Assistant to

the President
0ld Executive Office Building
17th and Pennsylvania
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Mr. Blackwell,

On behalf of Maranatha Campus Ministries International, I
would like to invite you as a special guest speaker at the month-
long Maranatha Institute of Biblical Studies. We would like you
to give an educational lecture on your specific service to President
Reagan. We would also like you to share with us about the Leadership
Institute and how our people can get involved.

You are among 10 nationally-known ministers, writers and
lectures who will be speaking to the June 20-July 20 leadership
lab. Several hundred campus leaders and university students from
within Maranatha Campus Ministries will be attending this significant
school.

—_— - .. - . [ R - B - - - -

[ irmiiy v WU e R R T R e L S P L e T D A A A Y WML LI Ll Wil e

Flight, hotel and food expenses will be taken care of as well . :

all transportati-- D et L AA of o N § o
1:24pm and arriv n time for
your evening :eng any

questions. I hope to see you again very soon.
I enjoyed our fellowship together in you office and I hope

to have another chance to fellowship with you here. Say "hello"
to Carolyn for me! Have a wonderful day!

In His mighty love,

ob Nolte
Host - Institute of Biblical Studies

BN/nb
Enclosure

Maranatha Publications ®  Audiovisual Department ® “The Forerunner™
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he last time | saw Bob Weiner was in

the Los Angeles airport as he and
Rose and their two children were on their
way back East after establishing a new
Maranatha Ministries fellowship at the
University of Hawaii and visiting several
existing fellowships on the West Coast.

| was changing planes in L.A., on my
way home from the Philippines; I'd been
flying for 24 hours and | was a little groggy
as Bob enthusiastically told me of miracle
after miracle that was taking place in his
fast-growing campus ministry.

Sounds like a good story, | thought to
myself, as | tried to overcome jet lag enough
to listen attentively.

This month’s cover story by Sherry An-
drews is the outgrowth of that conversation
with Bob in L.A. Since then, I've learned
much about Maranatha Ministries. It is a
ministry that is obviously blessed by God,
|

Maranatha ... provides
discipline and structure
for college students (and)
gives them an opportunity
to exercise their idealism.

L
and is doing an outstanding work on many
college campuses.

But | also heard some complaints about
Maranatha and its tactics from people who
felt some in the ministry were too strong-
handed in dictating the lives and actions of
the students who participate in the minis-
try.

When | assigned Sherry Andrews to write
the story last fall, | asked her to specifically
watch for evidences of legalism. It wasn't
that we were looking for problems. But if
the problems existed, we knew they must
be grappled with in the story. Or if the prob-
lems were too great, we might decide not
to run the story at all.

But Sherry said she found no evidence
of Maranatha Ministries being too legalis-

tic.

UP FRONT By Stephen Strang

“They might be a little too fundamental-
ist for my tastes, but they certainly aren't
unscriptural,” said Sherry, who was reared
an Episcopalian and who now attends an
Assemblies of God church. “I'd heard some
people say Maranatha bordered on being
acult. | couldn't find any evidences of that.

“In fact,” Sherry went on, “Maranatha is
probably right on target for the audience it
is geared to serve. It provides discipline
and structure for college students who are
on their own for the first time. Also, many
college students are very idealistic. Mar-
anatha Ministries gives them awholesome
opportunity to exercise their idealism.
Generally, | was very impressed with its
program.” ,

Sherry was at one time an associate ed-
itor of Charisma. Since last fall, she has
been a free-lance writer, and she has just
completed her first book.

You will enjoy her account of this exciting
campus ministry beginning on page 20.
Then, on page 24, you can read Sherry’s
personal account of attending a dynamic
Maranatha Ministries service.

Welcome, Tim Gilmour!

In the past months | have had the privi-
lege of introducing on this page several
key employees we have added to the Cha-
risma staff asthe magazine has grown and
prospered. This month it's an honor to in-
troduce Tim Gilmour who will work with
Margaret French and Carol Lockett to help
us better serve our advertisers.

We consider the advertising in our mag-
azine to be a ministry, as we do the edito-
rial. Of course the advertising helps us pay
the bills. (It also helps the subscription
price to be half what it would be if subscrip-
tions alone paid for the costs of producing
the magazine.) But more than that, it is an
opportunity to allow many thousands of
people to learn of conferences, colleges,
books, records, church products, audio-
visual equipment, and a myriad of other
goods and services that they might not
otherwise know about. We regularly re-
ceive letters from people who say they en-
joy reading the ads and benefit from them.

We carefully screen all of our advertise-
ments. This isn't to say that we “endorse”

A charismatic campus ministry

Our cover story finds Maranatha Ministries ‘right on target

all of the goods or services offered in the
magazine. But you can be sure that we do
not allow ads from people who we know
have tarnished business reputations or
whose merchandise we believe would be.

Tim Gilmour

offensive to the majority of our readers.

As in the other areas of the magazine,
we want to know your thoughts, both
pro and con, on what you think of our
advertising.

Tim is a graduate of Western Michigan
University in Kalamazoo, with a bachelor
of business administration degree in ad-
vertising. He was formerly an advertising
account executive at the Sentinel Star in
Orlando, Florida. He and his wife, Linda,
and daughter, Faith, live in Casselberry,
Florida.

Welcome, new readers!

This issue will be the first for thousands
of new Charisma subscribers. We have
just completed our most successful sub-
scription mailing ever and are adding many
new readers. The response was so great
that during one week alone we added more
the 10,000 new subscriptions.

To these many new readers, we say
“welcome.” We hope you enjoy Charisma
and that you will take time to let us know
what you like and don't like about our mag-
azine. We sincerely try to publish a mag-
azine that will bring glory to God and which
will bless and encourage you. We hope
you are a regular reader for many years to
come. <>
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By Sherry Andrews
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t’s easy to spot the Maranatha Cen-

ter at the University of Florida. A

dignified, white colonial house sur-
rounded by stately oak trees, it sits in the
middle of a row of fraternity and sorority
houses on U.S. Highway 441, directly
across from the main entrance to the
university. An enormous banner,
stretched across the front porch, an-
nounces proudly that “JESUSISLORD.”

Surrounded on all sides by fraternity
houses dedicated to the pursuit of a good
time, Maranatha House bears witness
that Jesus is at the center of all life, in-
cluding life on a secular college campus.

Since it began in 1972 with one small
fellowship at Murray State University in
Kentucky, Maranatha Campus Minis-
tries International has become the larg-
est and the fastest-growing charismatic
campus ministry. There are now 52 fel-
lowships throughout the United States
and in eight foreign countries. The
number of fellowships is presently dou-
bling every year.

Maranatha students combine the zeal
and enthusiasm of the early Jesus move-
ment with solid teaching and tight dis-
cipline. They are out on campus every
day witnessing, preaching, praying, and
talking with students, holding healing
meetings, rallies, and occasionally
sponsoring musical concerts.

They are members of student govern-
ment, fraternities, sororities, athletic
teams, band, chorus, and almost any
other campus activity you care to name.
They are committed to evangelizing their
campus and bringing the kingdom of
God into every aspect of campus life.

The founder of Maranatha and the
man who inspires all this fervor is Bob
Weiner, 35, a dynamic evangelist and
former youth pastor. Weiner is friendly
o : and outspoken, a natural salesman for
Bob Weiner answers students’ questions on the Gainesville campus of the University of Florida. Jesus.
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He is also something of a paradox. An
avowed charismatic, he is often sharply
critical of excesses in the renewal. A fun-
damental preacher whose rhetoric can
at times sound harsh, he says grace is
the key to his ministry. Simple in both
his teachings and his theology, he is nei-
ther simple-minded nor uninformed. He
fellowships with anyone who loves Jesus
and accepts the Bible as the Word of
God, refusing to be drawn into contro-
versies. He strives for balance in his per-
sonal life and in the ministry.

Weiner is complemented in both of
these areas by his wife, Rose. An attrac-
tive blonde, Rose is as intense and pas-
sionate about the ministry as Weiner.
She takesan active role in Maranatha. In
conversations about it, Weiner often de-
fers to her. He calls her a “prophetess”
and seems to accept her as a full partner
in ministry. The two have co-authored
a series of Bible study courses.

The Weiners share a common vision
for college students. They believe that
this generation is special and that from
it an army of young people is going to
arise which will bring the nations to
Christ.

As Rose explains it: “The Lord told us
that He has planted in this generation a
sense of dignity, a sense of calling. And
if we will just speak to that calling, the
young people will respond.”

Weiner believes that that call is to
bring about a serious reformation in our
day.

“In Genesis 1 our commission is to fill
the earth, subdue the earth, rule the
earth,” he says. “I believe that God is still
waiting for us to complete that commis-
sion. God wants us to get a vision of the
whole earth being filled with the glory of
God and the gospel of the kingdom
preachedto the ends ofthe earth. Weare
to bring the kingdom of God on earth as
it is in heaven.”

Weiner is an intense speaker who
likes to be close to the person he’s talk-

ing to. He often places his hand on his
arm, as if by drawing him into his circle
physically, he can draw him into his “vi-
sion” also.

“Establishing the kingdom of God on
earth may sound difficult,” he contin-
ues, “but it is very practical. Lenin, the
founder of communism, began with 17
university students in Russia earlier this
century, and today one third of the world
is under communist domain.

“Maranatha has 3,000 solid, commit-
ted young people who love Jesus with all
their hearts, who are free in the Lord and
full of the Holy Ghost. We're going to
take those young people and evangelize
the campuses, then the nation, and then
the world.”

Although Maranatha students are a
minority on large university campuses,
Weiner has taught them how to exercise
influence far beyond their numbers. He
encourages them to become involved in
student government in order to make
their vows known and their voices heard.
He knows that the majority of students
will simply not take the time or the trou-
ble to express their opinions on most is-
sues. Theréfore, a well-organized and
vocal minority can often set policy for
the apathetic majority.

Maranatha students have taken ad-
vantage of campus apathy on many oc-
casions to sabotage potential activities
they considered immoral or to secure
greater freedom for Christians. To cite
a few examples:

+ Four years ago the state of Tennes-
see considered liberalizing its policies
regarding the use and possession of al-
cohol on all state university campuses.
Fifteen Maranatha students at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee at Martin wrote let-
ters to the chancellor of the university,
protesting the change. They were the
only students in the entire university
system who bothered to express an opin-
ion either pro or con. As a result, the
proposal was defeated.

Founders Bob and Rose Weiner are discipling
students to evangelize college campuses in
the fastest-growing charismatic
campus ministry in America.

+ In Tallahassee, Florida, the Leon
County Sheriff’s Department had de-
cided to eliminate its part-time prison
chaplain. When Maranatha students at
Florida State University heard about it,
they mounted a letter-writing campaign
protesting the action. The chaplain was
reinstated, and his position was ex-
panded into a full-time job.

 Flying to Memphis, Tennessee, to
visit a Maranatha chapel, Bob Weiner
became concerned about the prolifera-
tion of cults at the airport. After receiv-
ing permission from the airport manager,
he had Maranatha members begin work-
ing the airport in one-hour shifts, along-
side the cults. As soon as a cult member
approached someone, a Maranatha stu-
dent would appear, telling the person he
was being victimized by a false prophet.
In less than a month the cults had left
the airport. The airport manager tele-
phoned Weiner, thanking the students
and asking if they would help again if the
airport had trouble with cults.

Whenever Transcendental Meditation
introductory lessons are held on a col-
lege campus, Maranatha students show
up. Reading from the Maharishi’s own
works, they publicly challenge the oft-
made assertion that TM is not a religion.

In one TM meeting in Kentucky, a
lady who was crippled with arthritis said
her doctor had suggested she try TM as
alast resort. A Maranatha member stood
and offered to pray for her. She was in-
stantly healed and praised God openly in
the meeting. -

Maranatha members also attend gay
rights meetings and publicly offer to pray
or counsel with anyone wishing to be
freed from homosexuality.

This aggressiveness on the part of
Maranatha students is part of what Wei-
ner sees as a larger movement among
Christians to reestablish God’s author-
ity on the earth.

“We're not running from the enemy

Continued on next page

Charisma, MAY 1982 21






-

always clothed in grace.

“The key to Maranatha is Romans 5:17,
‘.. .Those who receive the abundance of
grace and the gift of righteousness will
reign in life through the One, Jesus
Christ,”” he says, then adds, “You can be
totally committed, but without grace
you're in legalism.

“We preach the truth, but we preach
it from a loving, caring heart. God loves

" these precious kids. They are not rotten

sinners. People that go onto campuses
and preach a hellfire, ‘turn or burn’ mes-
sage really turn kids off. We preach total
commitment—but with the grace and
the love of God. That's what makes the
difference.”

Weiner believes so strongly in the im-
portance of a loving attitude that he has
initiated a new program for evangelism
called “I Care.” Students wear “I Care”

“Go home and make the
beds, wash the dishes, and
be a silent witness. Lel your
parents see by deeds and
your life the change in you.”

buttons. Maranatha Houses have ban-
ners strung across their front doors pro-
claiming, “Jesus Cares for You.” During
the last two home football games at the
University of Florida last fall, planes flew
over the stadium with banners an-
nouncing that “Jesus Cares.”

“We want to be a caring influence on
our campuses,” Weiner says. “On large
university campuses, loneliness can be
areal problem. It's easy to feel lost in the
crowd with 35,000 students. We want
students to know that we care about
them as people—that we want to meet
their needs, not just get them to join our
church or become involved in our min-
istry. We want to reach out to our cam-
puses and be a blessing to them.”

Weiner’s aversion to legalism stems
from his own background. He grew up
in a very legalistic church home. As a
freshman at Trinity College in Deerfield,
Illinois, he rebelled against the church
and began to attend wild parties and cut
classes. He dropped out of school, joined
the Air Force, and was sent to California.

In California he met some of the Jesus
people. He was intrigued by their enthu-
siasm, but he had vowed that he was
never again going to become involved in

Sherry Andrews is a free-lance writer from
Orlando, Florida. She is a former associate ed-
itor for Charisma.

organized religion.

However, during his final year in the
Air Force, he became friends with a group
of students involved with Campus Cru-
sade for Christ. One night they asked
him to go out witnessing with them. For
a lark, he agreed. Since he had attended
afundamentalist church most of his life,
he knew how to share the plan of salva-
tion. Three of the people he talked to
that night accepted Jesus.

This presented a problem for Weiner.
Campus Crusade requires a “follow-up”
visit. But Bob was still noncommittal
about Christ. Rather than being hypo-
critical, he wrote Bill Bright, president
of Campus Crusade, described his pre-
dicament, and asked Bright to send
somebody else to do the follow-up.

But the Holy Spirit was actively pur-
suing this young man. A few weeks later
he attended a Saturday night “Jesus rally”
where baseball player Albie Pearson was
sharing his testimony. Pearson prophe-
sied over Weiner that night, saying he
would be used to reach young people. He
asked if Weiner had received the baptism
in the Holy Spirit. Hearing he had not,
Pearson invited him to his home the
next day.

That same night some unknown friend
slipped David Wilkerson’s pamphlet on
the Holy Spirit under Weiner’s door.
Bob read it straight through. It created
such a hunger in his heart that the next
morning he actually ran to the nearest
Assemblies of God church. The minister
spoke on the baptism in the Holy Spirit,
and at the end of the service Weiner
stumbled to the altar and wept for over
an hour. That afternoon at Pearson’s
house, he received the baptism in the
Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues for an
hour and a half.

From that day Weiner became an in-
defatigable evangelist.

The next afternoon while he was in
the library, a boy Weiner had never met
approached and asked him to come out-
side and tell his friend about Jesus. Bob
tells the story:

“We hadn’t been outside five minutes
when the whole library emptied out. |
found myself surrounded by almost 60
kids. I began to preach, and 17 of them
got saved.”

Bob began meeting regularly with
young people at the library. He soon
opened up a coffeehouse called The Other
Door. It was so successful that he and
Bob Cording, a youth pastor in the area,
formed an organization called Sound
Mind, Inc. They began holding Jesus ral-
lies and concerts.

In the fall of 1971, Weiner and Cord-

ing closed the coffeehouse, borrowed a
Continued on next page
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Physician Paul Brand and Chris-
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Maranatha ministries

Confinued from page 25

charismatic teachers in the nation.
Winkie Pratney, Judson Cornwall, De-
Vern Fromke, Lester Sumrall, and T. L.
Osborn have spoken at Maranatha
meetings.

Weiner feels he is following the scrip-
tural pattern in his organization proc-
ess: “And He gave some as apostles, and
some as prophets, and some as evangel-
ists, and some as pastors and teachers,
for the equipping of the saints for the
work of service, to the building up of the
body of Christ” (Eph. 4:11).

Weiner has a goal for each Maranatha
fellowship to be self-supporting. To ac-
complish that, each Maranatha House
functions as a combination church/dor-
mitory. Downstairs rooms are used as
chapel and meeting places. Upstairs
rooms are rented to students at the same
price or sometimes slightly less than
regular college housing.

Rent receipts usually exceed the
amount needed for monthly payments
and maintenance. The extra money is
applied against the downpayment. When
it is paid off, any excess money is placed
in a general fund to provide seed money
for other centers.

In addition to helping defray costs,
this arrangement provides Maranatha
members with a built-in fellowship and
a means of practical discipleship. It also
gives new converts a caring environ-
ment in which they grow spiritually.
Weiner believes this is very important.

“The first two weeks after a person is
saved are the most critical,” he says.
“That’s when most people backslide.”

To keep casualties at a minimum,
Maranatha insists a new convert join a
fellowship group as quickly as possible.
If a student is saved in one of the open-
air preaching meetings held on campus,
he is taken back to the Maranatha House
and immediately baptized in water. Oth-
ers then pray for him to receive the bap-
tism in the Holy Spirit. Finally, the elders
of the fellowship pray for him, asking
God to release His special gifts. That
prayer, which is often accompanied by
prophecy, is taped and given to the new
believer so that he has evidence right
from the beginning of God’s work in his

life.
An older member is then assigned to

each new convert for several weeks,
helping him with problems and showing
him how to become involved in regular
Bible study and fellowship.

On most campuses Maranatha stu-
dents meet weekly in small fellowship
groups in addition to attending the larger
meetings of the entire body which are

held on Tuesday and Saturday nights.

Weiner's goal, for students who join
Maranatha as freshmen, is that by the
time they graduate, they will have ac-
quired not only a four-year secular edu-
cation but also a full Bible college
education and four years of practical
ministry.

While Maranatha lays down few hard-
and-fast rules regarding personal con-
duct of its members, students are ex-
horted to keep their lives focused on the
kingdom of God and thereby avoid the
distractions of the flesh. Weiner believes
that sex is the number one idol among
college students, and he takes a dim
view of many accepted college social
practices.

Although he does not forbid students
to date, he thinks most dating is based
onwhat 1 John 2:16 calls, “the lust of the
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of life.” Instead of dating, he encourages

His plan is to convert
many of the more than
300,000 foreign students
attending universities and
train them as evangelists.

young people to pray and seek “God’s
perfect choice” for their mates.

“We need only to look at the results of
the dating game to see who the author
of it really is,” he says. “Every guy or girl
involved with worldly dating usually ends
up with a broken heart somewhere along
the way.

“As students commit this area of their
lives to God, it frees them from concern
and from divided interests. They can fel-
lowship together, pray together, work
together, share with each other, and
really get to know one another without
the pressures that steady dating puts on
a relationship.

“The young people who married fol-
lowing this kind of relationship have
homes built on the Rock. They sought
the kingdom of God first, and God hon-
ors their marriage.”

Never one to rest on his laurels, Wei-
ner is constantly looking for a new chal-
lenge. His goal is to have a Maranatha
Center on every major university cam-
pus in the world by December 31, 1985.
He would like to see one billion souls
saved in his lifetime.

He hopes to accomplish his goal largely
by developing a new missions program
which focuses on converting foreign

students on U.S. campuses. If the gospel
is going to be preached in the more than
30 countries that have closed their doors
to missionaries, it will have to be through
indigenous pastors and layworkers,
Weiner believes. His plan is to convert
many of the more than 300,000 foreign
students attending universities in the
United States and train them as evan-
gelists, to reach their home countries.

Although the program started only a
few months ago, Maranatha already has
52 evangelists assigned to work with for-
eign students in universities through-
out the United States.

Another relatively new evangelism tool
developed by Maranatha is a monthly
newspaper, the Forerunner. Rose ex-
plains the vision God gave her for the
paper:

“The Lord opened our eyes to Isaiah
41:15, ‘Behold, I have made you a new,
sharp threshing sledge, with double
edges; you will thresh the mountains
and pulverize them.” He told us that
double edged sword would be the Fore-
runner and that we were to be a pro-
phetic voice to the nation.

“We were supposed to get this paper
into the hands of every college student
in the nation, and it would be used in the
same way as the Berkeley Barb and other
underground newspapers were used in
the '60s. While they planted seeds of an-
archy and rebellion, the Forerunner will
plant seeds of the coming revival.”

Rose continues, “As we began to think
of ways to get university students to read
this paper, we came up with the idea of
running a monthly survey on current
political and social issues. We now inter-
view 1,000 students on each campus ev-
ery month and then publish the results
in the Forerunner. That's 60,000 stu-
dents we are interviewing each month,
and every one that we question is put on
the mailing list to receive the paper and
find out the results of the survey.

“We believe that the Forerunner is
going to enable us to be the voice of
American youth. Congressmen and
Senators are going to be calling us to
find out what American youth are think-
ing.”

What will the Weiners tell them? That
American youths are fed up with hu-
manism, materialism, and immorality.
That they are seeking spiritual reality.
That when they find it, they are going to
change the world.

This is the generation prophesied about
in Joel 2—the generation of promise—
Weiner says. “We want everybody to
know,” he adds, “that we're taking over.
We're going to bring righteousness,
peace, and joy of the kingdom of God to
this earth.” <>
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