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Ehe Washington Times

WORLD

TEAS NEWS AGENCY
ONDON — Mikhail Gorbachev's
ion of the future Soviet Union
v not be powerful enough to over-
ne the vested interests with most
ase from reform, European news-
wers said yesterday.
in London, The Times said the
2mlin leader did not yet have
sugh support to implement pro-
.als for “full-blooded democracy”
:ch he outlined Tuesday at a spe-
! Communist Party conference in
SCOW.
"To call for such fundamental
<nges by next spring suggests a
‘v real sense of urgency — more
urgency of the last-chance gam-
~thant onfident bureaucrat,”
aid i edjtorial.

The right-of-center mass daily De
Telegraaf in the Netherlands said
the conference would follow Mr.
Gorbachev’s reform drive in princi-
ple but said divisions in Soviet soci-
ety could reduce the extent and
speed of changes.

“Party officials and civil servants
do not want to lose their hard-won
positions,” said De Telegraaf. “The
population is hardly motivated to
work harder. Far-reaching changes
are necessary if the Soviet Union is
not to decay.

“The Soviet Union needs more de-
mocracy and more capitalism. It can
only get out of the slump if the party
leadership can achieve that, and it
seems far from certain that it can.”

In West Germany, the conserva-

tive Die Welt called Mr. Gorbachev’s
opening speech disappointing but
said conflict within the party meant
he had to proceed cautiously.

According to Sweden’s conserva-
tive daily Svenska Dagbladet, Mr.
Gorbachev’s reform package was
“halfhearted.”

“Party supremacy remains intact,
despite all the talk of democracy and
increased freedom for ordinary peo-
ple,” it said. “In the Soviet leader’s
eves, democracy is an instrument
which can be used to improve effi-
ciency in society — nothing more.”

Italy’s La Stampa hailed Mr. Gor-
bachev’s speech as *strong, convinc-
ing and even dramatic, though
inevitably peppered with caution.”

The influential Turin daily said

\)3‘& ¢

rope’s press finds Gorbachev hold inadequate

the speech posed the twin questions
of how to reconcile reform with Le-
ninist orthodoxy and what to do
about opposition to change.

“If reform opens a Pandora’s box
and pushes out in various directions,
as has already to some degree been
the case, will not the coalition of
threatened interests and guardians
of the system be too strong for it?”
La Stampa asked.

In France, Le Monde praised Mr.
Gorbachev for delivering “another
blow to the totalitarian single-party
machine” The left-wing Liberation
said Mr. Gorbachev was *a past mas-
ter in the art of springing surprises”
and “did not disappoint.”

The East German Communist

Party newspaper Neues Deutsch-
land carried the full text of Mr. Gor-
bachev's speech on its inside pages
and East German television broad-
cast his address live.

Western diplomats said that cov-
erage was strictly factual with no
commentary.

East German leader Erich Honec-
ker is opposed to Soviet-style peres-
troika, the term for political and eco-
nomic reform.

The Frankfurter Allgemeine said
the Kremlin leader’s proposal to cre-
ate a People’s Congress with 2,500
members meeting once a year made
no sense. “The size alone of such an
assembly guarantees its impotence,”
it said in an editorial
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‘A New Role
Of Public

Opinion’

Associated Press
MOSCOW, June 28—Flere
are Wam Sovict leader
Mikhail Trorbacheu's adddresy 1o-
day to the Communist Party

conference, as translated by the
Sovtet government:

On Farming:

“Some advances are on hand.
But they cannot satisfy us. In
substance, the increase we have
achmeved m food output has
largely been used to cover the
demand connected with the
growth of the population, And
that, comrades, means that we
need other, still higher rates of
building up food resources. We
have neither the moral nor the
pohtical right to tolerate the
delay in resolving the food
problem. . . .

“We must restore the eco-
nomic  balance hetween town
and countryside, and release to
the utmost the potenttal of col-
lective and state farms by pro-
moting diverse contractual and
lease arrangements. We must
overcome the estrangement
hetween farmer and soil. We
must  make  the  farmer
sovereign master, protect himn
against command methods and
cardinally change the conditions
ot life in villages. That is the
only way to rapidly heghten the
efftciency of the agro-industrial
sector and to secure a radial
improvement in fuod supplies
acrossy the country.”

On Price Increases:

“The prcing reform cannot
tail to affect retail prices as
well, because they are closely
connected with the system of
prices as a whaole. Taday, the
retail price of many food prod-
ucts, notably that of meat and
milk, is considerably lower than
the actual cost of produemg
them, lower than the state's
procurement price,

“The state is compelled to
cover this diffecence in the form
of a subsidy to the consumer.
That i> not a normal situation. It
undermines the incentives tor
producing these products and
gives rise to a wasteful attitude,
especially toward bread.”

On Human Rights:

“ would like to dwell partic-
ularly on the political freedoms
that enable a person to express
his apinion an any natter. The
implementation of these free-
doms is a real guarantee that
any problem ot public interest
will be discussed from every
angle, and all the pros and cons
will be weighed, and that this
will help to find optimal solu-

tions with due consideration far
all the diverse opinions and ac-
tually possibilities,

“In chort, comrades, what we
are talking about is a new role
of public opinion in the country.
And there is no need to fear the
novel, unconventional character
of some opinions, there 18 no
need to overreact and lapse into
extremes at every turn of the
debates,

‘I also want to touch. upon
such a fundamental matter as
freedom of conscience, which is
very much in the public eye just
now in connection with the mil-
lennium of the introduction of
Chuistianity in Russia. We do
not conceal our atfitude to the
religious outlook as being non-
materfalistic  and  unscientitic.
But this is no reason for a dis-
respectful attitude to the spir-
itual-mindedness of the behev-
er, still less for applymg any
administrative pressure to as-
sert materialistic views,

“Lenin’s decree on the sep-
ararion of the church from the
state and schools from the
church, adopted 70 years ago,
provided a new basis for the
relations between them. It is
kinown that these relations have
not always developed
normally. . . .

“All believers, irrespective of
the religion they profess, are
full-fledged  citizens of the
USSR ..

“Our entire legal system is
designed to  guarantee strict
ubservance of the rights of cit-
izens to the violability of their
private life, home, the secrecy
of telephone communication,
pustal and  telegraph  corre-
spondence. The law must reti-
ably  protect a  person’s
dignity. . . .

“As you know, we have lately
more than once encountered
attempts  to  use democratic
rights for undemocratic pur-
poses. There are some  who
think that in this way any prob-
lems can be solved—from re-
drawing boundaries to setting
up opposition partjes. The [par-
ty} Central Comimittee consid-
ers that such abuses of democ-
ratization are fundanientally at
variance with the aims of per-
estroika and run counter to the
peaple’s interests.”

On Government:

“We should organize state
power and government so that
the people would always have
the final say and the processes
of self-regulation and self-gov-
ernment would be given the
widest possible scope. Of fun-
damental importance here is the
proper distribution of authority,
uf powers between the principal
elements of our political sys-
tem, first and foremost hetween
the party and the state. . . .

“It i3 also time we introduced
a number ot democratic restric-
tions on the duration of service
in elective oftices, Our past
record shows that the absence of
these restrictions was a prime
catse of ahuses of power, both
centrally and locally.”
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istics hide poverty,
Soviet economist says

MOSCOW — Poverty is a serious
problem for many Soviet citizens,
with the latest figures indicating
one-third receive less than 100 ru-
bles ($166) a month in income, a So-
viet economist was quoted yester-
day as saying. Writing in the Soviet
trade union newspaper Trud, A.
Levin of the Academy of Sciences
said national statistics on income
were inadequate.

“Unfortunately even now the
statistics, unlike those of other
countries, do not fully disclose
data on income per person. But it is
known for sure that 35 percent of
the entire population in 1986 had
income of less than 100 rubles per
month per person,” he said.



