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Proposed Resolution for the Republican National Convention:

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS President Reagan made human rights a priority issue

in the Summit meetings conducted within the last year hetween
himself and Soviet General Secretary Gorbachev, and

WHEREAS more than two-hundred known prisoners continue to
languish in Soviet prisons for no reason other than their
religious beliefs and among those prisoners of conscience
Russian Orthodox Deacon Vladimir Rusak toils in a Soviet lahor
camp having been sentenced to seven vears imprisonment at harA
labor to be followed by five years banishment hecause he wrote
a truthful history of the Russian Orthodox Church since the
Communist revolution of 1917,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Republican National Party
hereby reaffirms its commitment to the ideal of religious
freedom for all human beings and supports the efforts of our
President to secure the release of all prisoners of conscience
presently held in Soviet prisons, mental institutions and
places of exile, beginning with Deacon Vliadimir Rusak and
extending to all people: Christians, Jews, Moslems and any

and all people of faith and reaffirms our commitment to the

ideal that religious freedom is a basic human right.



ST. SERGIUS OF RADONEZH ORTHODOX CHURCH

A PARISH OF THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH ABROAD - JULIAN (OLD) CALENDAR

75 EAST 93rd STREET, NEW YORK CITY, N.Y. 10128
(212) 534-1601

) July 24, 1988

Mr. Paul Weyrich, President

Free Congress Research and Education Foundation
721 Second Street, N.E.

Washington, D.C. 20002

Dear Paul:

This will confirm receipt of your letter of July 11th
and is to thank you for your offer of assistance in the matter
of Father Dcacon Vladimir Rusak in particular and persecution
of Christians in the Soviet bloc¢ in general. With the assistance
of some people, T have done a few things recgarding this issue
and I think that your assistance in some follow-up work may
be of great help.

During the week of July 17th to the 24th, New Jersey
State Assembly Spcaker Chuck Hardwick, who is Vice-Chalirman
of the Republican National Platform Committece, conducted local
meetings in Passaic and Bergen Counties 0 gain insight into
the issues from Repuhlican leaders as well as ordinary Republican
party memhers. T, along with some others, including a young lady
who is a member of the Creck Orthodox Archdiocese (the same church
which Dukakis nominally belongs to),spoke on the issue of Fr.
Deacon Vladimir Rusak and recliagious persecution in the Soviet
bloc. I gave Speaker lardwick o copy of a proposed resolution
for the Republican National Convention (copy enclosed) which I
had drafted. The resolution is hrief and speaks directly to
the issue raised here.

In my humble opinion, it would make good political sense
for the Republican Party to adopt this resolution and include it
in the platform for several reasons: it offends no one; it reminds
people of a victory of the administration (President Reagan's
success in bringing attention to the human rights issue during
the Summit Mecetings of the last year which were generally per-
ceived as successful); it offers the Republican Party an oppor-
tunity to scize an issuce ignorced by the Democratic Party which
should he part of their platform since their presidential candidate
is nominally an Orthodox Christian: it would force the status
of Gov. Dukakis within the Creek Orthodox Church to the forefront,
which he is desperately trying to avoid; aside from Orthodox
Christians interested in this issuce, there are also millions of
Polish, Ukrainian, Magyar and other Catholiecs as well as Catho-
lics and Protestants with origins in the Baltic states and Funda-
mentalist Protestants who have a keen interest in this issue and
a positive stand has the potontial of translating into millions
of votes on election day, and; it reaffirme in the minds of voters




o

that the Republican Party is conscious of the dangers of
communism. It is also the right and decent thing to do. If
attention is brought to any prisoner of conscience, that
prlsoncr becomes a liability and he has a much better chance
of winning freedom from prison. Tmmaaqin@ the name Vladimir
Rusak flashed on television screens around the world from
the Republican convention. The Soviets wouldn't be able to

get him out of jail fast enough.

Any help you may bhc abhle to provide in getting this
resolution to floor during the Renublican National Convention
would be appreciated, especially by our imprisoncd Christian
brethren. As T originally requested, please try to get the
case some national attention by placing it in a syndicated
newspaper or madgazine column.

Please give my love and hest wishes to everyone. Holy
Transfiguration parish, its clerqgy and members are in my prayers
daily. And again, thank you.

very truly yours in Christ

Warrcen Mark Carlstedt
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Religious Liberty

The gquestion of religious freedom was foremost on our
agenda. Both in high-level meetings (Reagan-Gorbachev,
Shultz~-Shevardnadze) and working-level meetings, general
issues such as religious education, access to religious
literature, religious prisoners, laws limiting religious
activity and restrictions on charitable work were discussed.
Specific issues raised were the legalization of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church, and repression of Hare Krishnas,
1ithuanian Cathclics and unregistered Baptists and
Pentecostals.

A few days prior to the Moscow Summit, the Hare Krishnas
were registered and promised a place of worship. 1In the
past year, many more Ribles have been permitted to enter the
coviet Union, and some charitable work is now allowed. 1In
July, the heads of the Russian Orthodox Church met in
Finlané with Vatican representatives to discuss the issue of
the banned Ukrainian Cathclic Church.

While the U.S. has welcomed these positive movements, the
administration feels strongly that there is still a long way
to go before we can say there is religious freedom in the

USSR. The USG will continue to press for more religious
liberty.

Fmigration and Family Visits

The vast majority of Soviet emigres fall into three ethnic

groups: Jews, Germans and Armenians. 1In recent months,
however, a relatively larger numbker of Penteccstals have
also been allowed to emigrate. 2lsc, many relatives of U.5.
citizens (Ukrainians, Balts, Russians, etc,) have been

allowed to travel for brief visits to the U.S.
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