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Mr. Michale Gale 
Office of the Public Liaison 
Old Executive Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 2500 

Dear Michael, 

February 4, 1983 

The 98th Congressional! Class for Soviet Jewry, chaired 
by Steve Bartlett(R-TX) and Mel Levine(D-CA), has already 
attracted more than fifty freshman members. 

A first meeting and reception will be held on Tuesday, 
February 8 at 5 p.rn. in the Rayburn Building. A number of 
congressmen will be joining national and connnunity Jewish 
leadership for the event. 

Steve Bartlett is in touch with the office of Con
gressional Liaison at the White House to request a brief 
statement from President Reagan. Your help in securing 
such a statement would be most appreciated. 

I enclose for your information the letter of invitation 
for the 98th Class, a list of members and a reference to the 
97th Class. 

Many thanks. 

DAH:rnkb 
Encs. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
David A. Harris 
Director 
NCSJ Washington ,Office 

A coalition of forty major national organizations and over two hundred local community councils and federations 

National Office: 1OEast40th Street, Suite 907, New York; N.Y. 10016 • (212) 679-6122/Cable Address: AMCONSOV, N.Y. • Telex: 237311 NCSJ 
Washington Office: 2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W .. Washington, D.C. 20036 • (202) 265-8114 ~ .. 



9~esional Class for Soviet Jewry 

Cc>Osalrmeu 
Steve Bartlett CR-TX) 
Mel Levtnc(D-CA) 

Dear Mr. : 

November 22, 1982 

We are presently forming the 98th Congressional Class for Soviet Jewry in cooperation 
"'1th the National Conference on Soviet Jewry, a coalition of forty major national Jewish 
o~aanizations and 200 .local federations and community relations councils which seeks to 
improve the condition of Jews in the Soviet Union. The 98th Class will be composed of 
fre1baan Members of Congress and will be modeled after the highly successful 97th Con-
1Te11ional Class which consisted of nearly fifty Members elected in 1980. 

Since 1971, more than 260,000 Jews have left the Soviet Union~ but, recently, the rate 
of ... igration has been declining precipitously (October's figure of 168 emigrants represents 
an eleven-year low.) There are now well over 10,000 refuseniks (Jews denied emigration visas) 
in the Soviet Union, some awaiting exit visas as long as ten years, and repression of Jewish 
reliaious and cultural self-study efforts continues to increase. Given there circuaatances, 
it ia essential that we, the new Members of Congress, show our collective solidarity with 
Soviet Jews. · 

The 98th Class will promote "Dear Colleague" letters and legislation that expresses t he 
sense of Congress on this important hwnanitarian issue. Further, participants will be asked 
to "adopt" a refusenik family and to advocate on its behalf, and to attend discussions with 
key figures ·on the Soviet Jewry issue. 

ibe plight of Soviet Jewry is one of great and growing concern to all those in the Uni ted 
States who care deeply about human rights. While participation in the 98th Class will not 
require a major time commitment, it will offer an unparalleled opportunity for newly-elected 
Members to send a strong message to Soviet Jews and to Soviet officials of the ongoing Con- · 
gre1sional concern over the fate of the 2.5 million Jews in the USSR. 

Please return the enclosed postcard at your earliest convenience. Additional information 
is available upon request. 

Sincerely, 

Steve Bartlett 
Congr.essman-e lect (R-TX) 

Mel Levine 
Congressman-elect(D-CA) 

SB/ML:mkb 
Enc:s. 

A COAIJTION WITH THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET JEWRY 
· 2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 

202/265-8114 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGl O l\I 

April 15, 19 8 2 

Dear Chris: 

On behalf of the President, I would like to thank you for your 
March 23 letter, cosigned by Congressman Coyne, regarding the 
establishment of the 97th Congressional Class for Soviet Jewry. 

We are grateful to have this information, and you may be assured 
that we share the concerns you have expressed for the remaining 
two million Jews in the Soviet Union. I have taken the liberty 
of sharing your l1~tter with the appropriate staff members here, 
and please know that we look forward to working with you and 
your colleagues on this very important issue. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth M. Duberstein 
Assistant to the President 

The Honorable Christopher H. Smith 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
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98th CONGRESSIONAL CLASS FOR SOVIET JEWRY MEMBERS AS OF 1/ 18/83 : 

B'.ARTLETT, STEVE(R) 

LEVINE, MEL( D) 

BERMAN, HOWARD(D) 

BOXER, BARBARA(D) 

BRYANT, JOHN(D) 

BURJ'ON:; : DAN(R) 

CARR, BOB(D) 

COLEMAN, RONALD(D) 

DURBIN, RICHARD(D) 

LEVIN, SANDER(D) 

McCAilN, JOHN(R) 

MOODY, JIM(D) 

MORRISON, BRUCE(D) 

MRAZEK, ROBERT(D) 

RICHARDSON, BILL(D) 

SIKORSKI, GERRY(D) 

SMITH, LARRY ( D) 

TORRICELLI, ROBERT(D) 

VANDERGRIFF, TOM(D) 

BORSKI, ROBERT(D) 

BILIRAKIS, MICHAEL(R) 

McNULTY, JAMES(D) 

TOWNS, EDOLPHUS(D) 

DALLAS, TX 1233 LHOB 

I.OS /\NC I·: Ll·:S. Ci\ ')() '.'. Cl 10 H 

LOS ANGI~LES, CA 1022 LHOB 

SJ\N FRANCISCO, C/\ l 5 I 7 Lii On 

DALLAS, TX )Ob Cl!OB 

I ND I /\N/\f'()J, I S, IN l 20 CI! 0 l3 

LANS: l•C:, Ml 2439 RllOB 

EL PASO, TX I 0 l 7 LllOH 

SPRlNGFrnLn, ILL 41 7 CHOB 

DETROIT, Ml LU C!IClB 

PH OEN LX, 1\Z I I :.:' I LllOB 

MI LW/\UK EE, I.JI 1 6 :l 1 LI l n B 

HAMDEN, CT 437 CJ! i)I\ 

LONG lS LAND, NY ')09 Cl!OR 

SANTA FE, NM 1610 Lil OJ\ 

THIN CTTJ t•:s, MN z, 14 r:11t rn 
HOLLYWOOll, FL l l 3 CllOB 

METRO, NJ 31 7 CllOB 

FT. WORTH, TX 1529 LHOB 

P~H L/\Df. T .r:: T ,\, PA ·31 !, CllOB 

CLE./\RW/\TER, FL l l 9 Cllt l II 

-----·-~---------- ·- ---

TUSCON, /\Z 1138 L: UlK 

NY,NY I 00 lJ LHllB 

[CO-CHAIR. J 

[CO-CHAIR. ] 

AS OF lf 'lTI /83 

AS OF 1/28/83 

-· - --·--- ------··----- -- -----·----------

MACK, CONNIE III(R) 

KOLTER, JOE(D) 

SISISKY, NORHAN(D) 

ERDREICH, BEN(D) 

SAR!\SOT:\, FT. ffl'ERS 501+ Cl!tlll 

BEAVER F/\U, S , PA '..!. ! :?. Cl! ll i) 

RTCHMOND, \I,\ 

--------- -- ----· - - --·- - - - - ---- - -------·-

KAPTUR, MARCY(D) 

EVANS, LANE(D) 

TOLEDO, Oll 

ROCK ISi.AND, ILL 14:!7 LOlll\ 

AS OF 1/31/8 3 

AS OF 2/1/83 

AS OF 2/2/83 



'98th CONGRESSIONAL CLASS 

OWENS, MAJOR(D) 

SPRATT, JOHN(D) 

CHANDLER, ROD(R) 

MACKAY, BUDDY(D) 

Bi\OOKLY~, NY 

YORK , SC 

SEJ\ 1"1'LE, WJ\ 

CAINESVILLE, FL 

AS OF 2/3/83 

114 CHOB 

1118 LHOB 

21'.6. CHOB 

503 CHOB 
----------------------------------·--------------

TORRES, ESTABAN(D) 

CARPER, THOMAS (D) 

LEHMAN, RICHARD(D) 

THOMAS, LINDSAY(D) 

ROWLAND, J. ROY(D) 
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SLATTERY, JlM{D) 
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WISE, ROBERT(D) 
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FEIGHAN, EDWARD(D) 

OLIN, JAMES(D) 

COOPER, JIM(D) 

MOLLOHAN, ALAN(D) 

LOS ANGELES, CA 

DELAWARE 

LOS ANGELES, CA 

SAVANNAH, GA 

MASON, GA 

EVANSVILLE , IN 

KANSAS CITY, MO 

LAS VEGAS, NV 

DllRllJ\M, NC 

Cln'.l•:NSl'.ORO, NC 

l'llTLJ\DELPl!ll\, l'J\ 
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J'\0:\NOKE, VA 

SHELBYVILLE, TN 

w:1ELLTNG, W. VA 

1740 

1020 

1319 

421 

513 

116 

17:'9 

1609 

1711 

l l 07 
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1 ·1'' - ~.) 

1524 

1723 

1725 

501 

l :2 :2 3 

1207 

425 

516 

LHOB 

LHOB 

LHOB 

CHOB 

CHOB 

CHOB 

Lil OH 

LHOB 

LHOB 

LHOB 

CHOB 

CHOB 

LHOB 

LHOB 

LHOB 

CHOB 

LHOB 

LHOB 

CHOB 

CHOB 



Dear David: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 11, 1983 

I want to take this opportunity to congratulate you 
on your successful conference for the Freshman Class 
for Soviet Jewry. It was with great pleasure that I 
had the opportunity to deliver the President's message 
to your gathering. 

I also want to take this opportunity to thank you for 
providing me with a copy of your Soviet Jewry handbook 
which I have already had an opportunity to review and 
use. The material that is contained in this handbook 
is an excellent resource for me in my position as 
Jewish liaison. It provides a comprehensive overview 
of the Soviet Jewry issue and will be extremely benef i
cial in my dealings with members of the Administration 
as well as with members of the American Jewish community. 
I look forward to receiving any updates you may issue 
to the handbook. 

Again, thank you for the opportunity to address your 
gathering and for providing me with a copy of your 
handbook. I look forward to working with you in 
the future and if I can ever be of assistance, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 

Mr. David Harris 

Sincerely, 
. 1 / . 

~/ / ',, ' 
' .. ~;.LL:/</ i , ~::j , -z__ , J. 

'Michael R. Gale 
Deputy Special Assistant 
to the President 

National Conference on Soviet Jewry 
2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
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Matlonal Conference on Sowlet Jewry 

NATIONAL CHAIRMAN 

THlOOORE R. MANf" 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

March 2 2 , l 9 8 :l 

1 ' 

/,.ft 

Mrs. Kirkpntrick repres~nted our nation with 
great competence last week ~t th~ World Confere nce on 
Soviet Jewry held in Jerusalem. The American dele
gates -- over 500 at:>ws and Christians from many citit'S 
throughout Amer ica -- w0rc iusti f i ab 1 y prouc'I of h0r 
participation, and exceedingly pl~ased by your message 
to the Conference, wh ic:1 she read. to them. 

'T'hc purpo~.:;c ol- tlii, l1' tl l: 1· 1~; .;i rq>l} t. ' c::-:t,,res::; 
n:y dee p sense' of appr,..,ci,1tion t o yot:, v'c;on-11 l y and 
on behalf of the Amer .i.:::ar. delegation, bo'_iJ for makin(J 
Mrs. Kirkp0tri c k's par : ic'ipJti o n pos';ible :in:-3 for yoLr 
own most sio n ~fi cant nh'SS::l<Jr>. 

!~ c ~;I >( • ( • t I t l 1 l y , 

TH EODDrrn R. Mi\Nt< 

TR.'.'-1: h tp 
cc : ,Jea n c , 1 • ;.:. i. 1 i<; f.Jc-1 t:: i . · -~ 

Mi ch.:1._· l ·.~ ,1 '. l: 

N ... TIC"IAL OFFI (. [ ll f A51 4 0 r « Sl•H [TSU.I[ ·J C7 NEW rOF<I\ NY 100:6 . l:.'121 67;, bl~·,' 

WA SHINGTON OFFICE 2027 MAS-,,ACH l.> SETTS <l,VENUE r• V.. V'/,> S H 1NGTOP« [, C. ~00 3 1; • 12021 265 - tl •; 4 
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COMPLIMENTS 
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CONFERENCE 
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SOVIET JEWRY 

209.7 N.assachusetts Ave., N.W. 
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SWB SU/7276/Al/2 

Shcharanskiy and "Zionist" Tolerance of Nazi Criminals 

- -· 
Text of "Moscow Viewpoint" commentary by Valentin Zofi!l: 

If just a few months ago I had a!.ked what Klaus Barbie fs. I am sure the absolute 
majority would not have been able to answer that questlbll'- And I am not swe all 
listeners know the name even now. But there are few in the USA who do not know such 
names as Shcharanskiy and his ilk. At the UN headquarters in New York there is even a 
plaza named after that traitor of the So,iet people, found guilty of grave crimes against 
his home country and convicted in keeping with the legislation operating in the Soviet 
Union. As for Klaus Barbie and hundreds of others like him, American propaganda .and 
Washington authorities would rather keep their own counsel. It is in the last few weeks 
only under the pressure of events that American television and newspapers have been 
forced to fill in their audiences and readers on crimes committed by Klaus Bubie ..• 

' 
Significantly, the American mass media. which due to the present tum-about 

had to inform their listeners and readers about the Barbie case, would rather keep silent 
about hundreds of butchers like Barbie who have found refuge in the United States of 
America. There are quite a fe'w people in America who would like to hold forth and more 
often than not even to shout about human rights. It is not by chance that at the 
beginning of this talk I mentioned the name over which the Washington authorities aM 
American propaganda have been raising quite an uproar. I shall not go into the specifics 
of the anti-patriotic activities of the traitor Shcharanskiy. Quite a lot has been said on 
that score. I would like to ask this question only: Is double-<:oWlting permissible where 
human rights are concerned? Why is it that Shcharanskiy, convicted for espionage and for 
other crimes. arouses such an emotional uproar and a host of gratuitous defenders. 
whereas hundreds of thousands of Soviet people shot and dumped into trenches do not 
evoke such commise!!tlon, while their killers are living with the American-supplied 
habeas.corpus? 

The Zionist organisations fanning the myth about persecution of Jews in the 
Soviet Union out of all proportion arc playing a big part in fuelling the anti-Soviet 
clamour. It is common knowledge, and the leaders of these organizations know that too. 
that the Nazis slaughtered hundreds of thousands <:'f Jews during their attack on the 
SoViet Union. Some of those whose hands are covered with their blood are living in 
America. Now wouldn•t it be pertinent to ask this question: Why are the Zionist leaders 
so concerned about the fate of the tumcoat Shcharanskiy and why don't the ashes of 
hWldreds of thousands killed by Barbie and his kind knock at their hearts? How come 

· that Hitlerite executioners are in the employ of the Central Intelligence Agency and their 
services are paid with the money taken out of the American taxpayers' pockets? How can 
upright Americans put up with the fact that dozens and dozens of Barbies are living side 
~y side with them, feeling no fear and no compunction? ... 

As for the morals of those who name a plaza in New York City for the spy 
Shcharanskiy and at the same time harbour and nurture the Hitlerite killen. there is 
nothing to be said about that. They can speculate on anything, even·on the blood of the 
Victims of Hitlerism. But I for one fail to understand the indifference of many Americans 
which enables Washington to harbour Nui killers and butchers and make that an official 
policy. This indifference surpasses my understanding. 

(b) Tass in Russian for abroad 0500 gmt 6 Mar 83 

Text of report of 6th March 'Komsomolskaya Pravda' article by Tsezar Solodar. 
"Collusion between Zionists and Nazis": 

On the eve of and during the second world war Zionist emissaries concluded 
~rfidious bargaining deals with the Gestapo. the writer Tsezar Solodar says in 
Komsomolskaya Pravda'. The object of the bargaining were Jews of two kinds. so to 

speak. The tested Zionist activists, the money-bags and also young people suitable for 
the colonization of Palestine acquired -::he opportunity to escape from the countries 

-



' 

· .. · .. ., . . -

r ... ----. -- -·-~ -

SU/7276/A.l/3 8 Mar 83 

occupied by the Nazis. The second kind • millions of poor people misantluopically 
condemned as the economic and moral dirt of the wide world by the eminent ideologist 

·and organizer of Zionism, Chaim Weizmann • ended up in mobile gas chambers or death 
camps. The disclosure of each such deal would bring into the open not onJy the Nazi 
murderers, but also the Zionist traders in the lives of their poor :•fellow believers" the 
author says. Naturally the Zionist ringleaders are scared to death of such exposures. 

The lack of a desire on the part of Zionism to take part in the exposure of Nazis 
who have evaded retribution is also explained by such half-admissions that their activists 
allow to slip through their teeth: in so far as some fascist criminals have been able to 
attain fairly high positions in the FRG, they are capable of obtaining. in revenge for the 
participation of Zionism in their exposure . a cancellation of the agreements which are 
advantageous to Tel Aviv, by which the FRG pays Israel reparation for the Jews 
annihilated by Hitlerism. 

Nonetheless the chief reason why the Begin clique and with it also all 
international Zionism obstinately "do not notice" the flourishing of Nazi criminals today, 
is because they do not want to argue with their oldest "strategic partner .. , the article 
says. The Zionists know that it is the USA which not only helped the over:vhelming 
number of Nazi executioners who escaped the courtroom to hide, not only gave them a 
substantial and profitable refuge, but also turned them into instructors and teathen of 
the "sciences" of execution. And it is in this capacity that they have fixed jobs for them 
in Latin American countries with dictator regimes. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 5, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO MICHAEL GALE 

FROM: JIM MEDAS'r' 

SUBJEC'r: PROCLAMATION FOR SOVIET JEWRY SOLIDARITY DAY 

----·----------------
Attached, for your information, is a copy of a proclamation 
by Governor Robert Orr (R-Indiana) for Soviety Jewry 
Solidarity Day, March 15th. 



Executive Order 

WlfllEREA§, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, · 

WHEREAS. 

EXJECUTirVlE DlElPAJRTMlENT 
[ND lLANAlPO L[§ 

To ALL To WHOM THESE PRESENTS MAY CoME, GREETING: 

the free nations of the world continue to support-the tenets of 
the Universal Declaration of Hurn.an Rights as recognized by the 
signatories of the Helsinki Accords; and 

the right to emigration by Savi et ·Jewry -has been- halted under 
newly formed and more oppressive ·changes in Soviet Policy; and 

Soviet Jewry continues to be· threatened and deprived of their 
cultural and linguistic ide·ntity; they are victims of severely 
restrictive religious exercises; and are subject to rank 
discrimination in higher edu·cation and employment; and 

the anals of the history of mank.ind ·records the terrible way by 
which human rights have been violated and abused; and 

·it is vital that the cause of justice, ·c·ompassi'an· and humaniJy 
for all mankind be attained; and 

the third World Conference on Soviet Jewry will :aPen in Jeru'salem 
on March 15; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Robert D. Orr, .Governor of the State of Indi.a-na, do hereby 
proc1afm March 15i 1983, as 

SOVIET JEWRY ~OLIDARITY DAY 

in the State of Indiana, and urge a 11 citizens to raise the 
banner for the freedom ar.d humane relations among all people 
in order to make it possible for us all to live a better life. 

BY THE GOVERNOR 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and caused to be affixed, 
the great seal of the State of Indiana, 
at the Capitol, in the city .cif Indianapolis, 
this 15th day of March, 1983. 

ROBERT D. ORR 
Governor of Indiana 
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Mr. Michael Gale 
Office of Public Liason 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Michae 1: 

April 13, 1983 

Per our earlier conversation, this is to confirm your 
speaking engagement to a group of Philadelphia Hebrew 
day school students and their parents on Thursday, 
May 12. I will call you in a few days with the lo
cation and time of your presentation. Their teacher 
has requested that you speak on the Administration's 
actions on behalf of Soviet Jews and a short compari
son of the two countries' governments. 

If you have any questions, feel free to call me. 

Thanks in advance for your participation. 

MBL:rls 

Sincerely, 

~vin 
Associate Director, 
Washington Office 

A coalition of forty ma;or national organizations and over two hundred local community councils and federations 

Notional Office: 10 East 40th Street, Suite 907, New Yorn. N.Y. 10016 • (212) 679-6122/Coble Address: AMCON':IJV, N.Y. • Telex: 2J7J11 NCSJ 
Washington Office: 2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington. D.C. 20036 • (202) 265-8114 ~ .. 
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April 19, 1983 

Mr. Michael Gale 
Office of Public Liaison 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Michael: 

I am glad you were able to be at the Jerusalem Conference. 
It was an important event and part of the measure of its 
success is the Soviet reaction. They've been put on the 
defensive and have decided to create an aggressive counter
offensive. Their need to justify and explain the position 
of the Jewish minority is an important byproduct of our 
meeting. 

We appreciate your role in helping bring the Administration's 
viewpoint before the American delegation, and to the delegates 
from the many countries represented. This Administration was 
very ably represented in the person of Ambassador Jeane Kirk
patrick. Her presence, and the President's remarks, were 
instrumental in forcing the Soviet Union to respond. Your 
role in assisting this process was much appreciated by the 
National Conference on Soviet Jewry, and the entire U.S. 
delegation. 

With continued best wishes, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

~o~ ~~~ve Director 

jg/rb 

A coalition of forty major national organizations and over two hundred local community councils and federa tions 

National Office: 10 East 40th Street. Suite 907, New Yo!M. N.Y. 10016 • (212) 679-6122/Cable Address: AMCON50V, N.Y. • Telex: 237311 NC5.I 
Washington Office: 2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 • (202) 265-8114 



NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET JEWRY 
10 East 40th Street Suite 907 
New York, New York 10016 

STATEMENT ON MADRID CONFERENCE 

The National Conference on Soviet Jewry remains a firm supporter of the "Helsinki 
process", which began with the first Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, in 
Helsinki, in 197 5. 

We are pleased that the present Administration has viewed the process as an impor
tant instrument to help ensure the security of people and nations. While we are aware of 
the limits of the Helsinki Final Act, the basic accords should continue to be a part of U.S. 
foreign policy. 

We now take note of the final d~ument approved at the current meeting of the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Madrid. We are cognizant of the fact that the 
head of the U.S. delegation, Ambassador Max M. Kampelman, has eloquently articulated 
the issue of human rights, giving particular attention to the plight of Soviet Jews. We also 
appreciate the concern of our NATO allies, and of those neutral and non-aligned nations 
who have supported the U.S. position. 

We find little solace, however, in the compromise agreement reached at the Madrid 
meeting. While we welcome the promise of a follow-up special meeting on human rights 
scheduled to occur two years hence, and the promise of a meeting on emigration to be 
held three years hence, Jews in the Soviet Union continue to languish in prison, to suffer 
increasingly restricted access to higher education and employment, and are victims of a 
rampant anti-Semitic campaign, including that in the media, organized under the guise of 
"anti-Zionism". 

That two families of Pentecostals have emigrated from the U.S.S.R. may be a sign 
of hope, and we rejoice in their good fortune. There are, however, between 3 - 400,000 
Jews who have taken the first step in the process to be repatriated to Israel, and are still 
waiting. There are families who have been trying for over a decade. The final document 
may continue to leave them in limbo, and in peril, for years. 

Recent public statements suggest that promises of Soviet action on human rights 
are soon to be implemented. We await evidence of a positive change in the near future 
and, of course, we would welcome significant progress. 

In the meantime we will continue to monitor events and to speak the truth. 

July 28, 1983 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 18, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR HOWARD TEICHER 

FROM: MICHAEL R. GALE 

SUBJECT: Solidarity Day 

On Sunday, May 22nd, the New York Conference on Soviet 
Jewry will be sponsoring its annual Solidarity Day for 
Soviet Jewry. Solidarity Day is an annual event which 
attracts ap~roximately 150,000 people who demonstrate 
in support of Soviet Jewry. 

In the past the Reagan Administration has been represented 
by Richard Allen and Jeane Kirkpatrick. New York Conference 
on Soviet Jewry askedJeane Kirkpatrick to again address them 
this year. Originally Ambassador Kirkpatrick indicated that 
she would not do so, unless Judge Clark or the President 
personally instructed her to do so. However, according to 
the organization, she has accepted their invitation to 
address them this Sunday. 

In addition, the organization has requested a message from 
the President to be delivered by Senator D'Amato. This 
request originated with Ambassador Richard Fairbanks of the 
State Department. Paula Dobriansky has drafted such a memo 
and has sent it to Dodie Livingston for her approval. I 
have contacted Ken Duberstein's office for their approval 
that Senator D'Amato deliver the message. I have not heard 
from Duberstein's office, nor have I heard from Dodie 
Livingston's office. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 9, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY 

THRU: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JONATHAN VIPOND III 

MICHAEL R. GALE)Jtf:._!J 

Solidarity Day 

Solidarity Day for Soviet Jewry will be held 
on Sunday, May 22nd at Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 
in New York. The Greater New York Conference 
on Soviet Jewry, which sponsors the event, has 
invited Vice President Bush to be the keynote 
speaker. Unfortunately, his schedule will not 
allow him to participate. The Conference has 
extended an invitation to Ed Meese to serve as 
the keynote speaker. I would recorruuend that 
you send a memo to Mr. Meese recorruuending his 
participation. If he is unable to do so, we 
ought to try to arrange for a member of the 
Cabinet, possibly, Bill Brock, or maybe Paul 
Laxalt as Chairman of the Republican National 
Committee, to represent the Administration. 

The President has been very support~ve and 
active in the Soviet Jewry movement. A high 
level Administration official's participation 
will underscore the importance the President 
places on the issue of Soviet Jewry. The failure 
of the Administration to provide such a high-level 
repre:-.::entative will be seen in the American Jewish 
community as a backing away from the President's 
support of the American Jewish community and 
of the Soviet Jewry movement. In the past, the 
Reagan Administration has been represented by 
Richard Allen in 1981 and Ambassador Jeane 
Kirkpatrick in l982. I have spoken with George 
Klein who is active in The Greater New York Conference 
on Soviet Jewry and he stresses that in order not 
to send a wrong signal to the American Jewish 
corruuunity and the Soviet Union, we need to have 
the Administration represented by a high level 
official as possible. He personally has tried 
to arrange for Secretary Shultz to attend, but the 
Secretary's schedule will not permit him to attend. 
George's bottom line is that basically that the Administration 
should be represented by a household name. 
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May 6, 1983 

Edwin Meese III 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. t1eese: 

We are writing to invite you to be tlte keynote speaker for the more than 
150,000 residents of the Greater New York Area who will assemble oppcsite 
the United Nations at Dag Hammarskjold Plaza on Sunday afternoon, May 22, 
1983, for the 12th annual Solidarity Sunday for Soviet Jewry. This event 
will be the single largest public manifestation of support for Soviet 
Jews in the world this year, and your presence would underscore the 
American commitment to Soviet Jews, as well as deep concern about the 
virtual halt in Jewish emigration from the USSR. 

In the history of the contemporary Soviet Jewry movement, the plight of 
Soviet Jews has never been more desperate. In recent months, leaders of 
the Jewish communities in virtually everv major Soviet city have been 
arrested, Soviet anti-Semiti.sm has grown significantly in intensity, and 
official harassment of Soviet Jewish activists and refuseniks has reached 
an all-time high. Soviet Jewish emi8ration has fallen from more than 
51,000 in 1979 to a projected total of Jess than 1,500 this year, and the 
very survival of the third largest Jewish community in the world is now 
at stake. 

This situation demands a major response in keeping with our nation's 
tradition of support for those who cherish liberty and religious freedom. 
We believe you would be an ;:ippropriate spokesman for this message in 
1983, as someone who shares our concern, and has always been steadfast in 
his support for this humanitarian cause. Your presence would underscore 
the importance the Administration attaches to this matter. We would hope 
your address would also include a personal message from President Reagan, 
because this year, a special effort is needed to penetrate the Kremlin 
walls. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely yours, 

Zeesy Schnur 
Executive Director 

We await your response. 

Seymour P. Lachman 
Chairman 
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Mr. Michael Gale 
Office of Public Liaison 
Old Executive Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20506 

Dear Michael: 

May 27, 1983 

With the grain negotiations to take place between the United 
States and the Soviet Union in the very near future, I am 
writing to ask your help to insure that U.S. concern over 
the decline in emigration and Soviet treatment of Prisoners 
of Conscience and refuseniks will be addressed by the American 
participants at an appropriate time during the discussions. 

Also, for your information, I enclose the text of S. Con. 
Res. 11, sponsored by Senators Mitchell, Packwood and Moynihan, 
which was adopted by the Senate on April 15, 1983. You will 
note the reference to raising the Soviet Jewry issue at 
various contact points, including grain negotiations. A 
similar resolution in the House (H. Con. Res. 63), now has 
more than 180 co-sponsors, but has not yet come before the 
Human Rights Sub-Connnittee. 

With many thanks and much appreciation for your help in this 
matter. 

DAH:rls 
Enc. 

Sincerely, 

·~ 
David A. Harris, Director 
Washington Office 

A coalition of forty major national organizations and over two hundred local community councils and federations 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
(Feature Story). 

".'\CRITICAL MOMENT: WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD FOR SOVIET JEWS?" 

By Theodore R. Mann 

Concerned with the fate of the Soviet Union's two-and-a-half million Jews, 
we are a5king ourselves ·some hard questions this week. Will Jewish 
emigration be permitted to resume under the new regime of Yuri Andropov? 
Will the condition of Soviet Jews worsen or improve? 

It is a critical moment. Twenty percent of the entire world Jewish popula
tion resides in the Sov.iet Union. The change in leadership therefore will 
affect not only Soviet Jews but the entire Jewish community. 

Some say that the situation cannot get much worse than it is. Emigration, 
after alJ, has already virtually stopped -- only l 68 Jews were let out last 
month. But that is not so. The situation can get much worse. 

~11 dissident movements in the Soviet Union, except one, were decimated 
over the past decade by the KGB. Yuri Andropov was the head of the KGB. 
Jewish dissidents were the single exception. While they have been severely 
harassed, they have been allowed to survive. Most probably, this was be
cause the Soviets believed that their fate was of especial importance to the 
United States government. Presumably Andropov joined in that decision to 
make an exception in the case of the Jews. At least one hopes so. 

On the other hand, it is not hard to describe how the Soviet Jewish condition 
could be made infinitely better: Anatoly Shcharansky and the other Jewish 
prisoners could be released from their jails; the thousands of refuseniks 
could be allowed to emigrate; a decision could be taken to permit Jewish 
emigration to Israel at the 1979 rate of .50,000 per year, or even much 
higher; state-sponsored anti-Semitism and harassment of all activities 
whidl give slbstance to Jewish identity could stop. 

Our most optimistic goals can only be reached through a process of negoti
ation, either between the Soviets and the Israelis, which cannot occur as 
long as there are no diplomatic relations between them, or between the 
United States and the Soviet Union, which cannot occur in any meaningful 
way unless and until relations between the two superpowers begin to thaw. 

It would seem to be in the Soviet interest to resume diplomatic relations 
with Israel. They could thereby gain for themselves a role in Middle East 
negotiations. The United States has managed to develop and maintain 
sufficient credibility with most Mideast nations to play a significant role in 
the evolving political situation in that region. One would think that the 
Soviets would like to achieve the same status. Neverth~les.-;, ~ ba¥e not 
done so in -the past l' years, and it is hard to believe that Andropov's 
ascension to power will make the essential difference. 

The more realistic opportunity is that the change of leadership in the Soviet 
Union might lead to a thaw in US-USSR relations. Jews are let out of the 
Soviet Union for the same reason that Jewish dissidents have been permitted 
to exist there: Soviet leaders believe that the safety of Soviet Jews and 
their right to emigrate are demanded by an American Jewish commlnity 
influential enough to make the subject important to American governmental 
leaders. 

(More) 

National Office: 10 East 40th Street, Suite 907, New York, New York 10016 (212) 679-6122 
Washington Office: 2027 f.Aassachusetts Avenue, NW, Wash1ngtol'1 DC. 20036 (202) 265-8114 



Jews have been permitted to leave, therefore, in order to induce better 
relations with the United States or in order to reward better relations with 
the United States. At this moment, and for the past two-and-a-half years, 
East-West relations have been so bad that there has been nothing to reward. 
And in light of the other very difficult items on the Soviet-American 
agenda, there is nothing to induce. The Soviets are J likely to believe that 
if emigration levels are raised, the l nited St t I bend on s JCh critical 
issues as Poland, the arms rac ar I Afghanist 1 
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In the end, it al I depend c he n ic r th r ic I . noted above, the 
safety of Soviet Jews and their ngt t to em1gr te depend upon Soviet 
perceptions -- of an American-Jewish community powerful enough, and 
interested enough, to make the future of Soviet Jews an important subject 
on the American government's agenda. 

We are influential enough. Whether we care enough is the only question; 
care enough to demand of all our elected representatives, month in and 
month out, year in and year out, that they help us in this great task of 
rescue. That depends upon the strength and cornrnitrnent of the Soviet 
Jewry movement in all of the r.ities throughout the United States, and the 
strength of the Soviet Jewry movement depends entirely upon your personal 
co m m L1rn.eo..!:. .a.ntl co aper~ 

(Theodore R. Mann, a prominent Philadelphia lawyer with the firm Mann and Ungar, is 

Chairman of the National Conference on Soviet Jewry. In his article, he assesses future 

trends in Soviet Jewish emigration in light of rec.e11t changes in Soviet leadership.) 

December 3, 1982 

Dist.: A, 3, 16 
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if emigration levels are raised, the l nited S1 it 1 bend on such critical 
issues as Poland, the arms race f Afghan1st 
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in order to lower a dangerous! i11gh f 1t, ' n t res~ t will still be an 
America with a much more substa 1tial ~n' budg t ~ur ng the rest of this 
decade than existed in the 1970s. This 1< c >t e 1 take into account the 
great and growing technological gap b ee t t , o sui: er powers and the 
resulting superiority of American -wea 11 -- cenced by the relative 
performance of those weapons n tt 1c 'e 1 st "'.ir. 

The Reagan Administrati m's der110nstr 1 
capacity may well cause the new lead( r 
address the very real econormc prob! n s 
of accommodation with t11 lJnitcd c, 
adventurisrn. One hopes that the R 
equally anxious to reach such a 1 acn !nrno 

0 r l rica's 
f th · Sov1 t 
tl1a .., < It' 1 

t , , le tP'1. 

n , 1>tr 
ion 

ill and productive 
nion, anxious to 

to seek a new kind 
without Soviet 

it se If w i 11 be 

The appointment of George Shult 
and more practical than the President -

re .iry t 

~di 111 

't 
' that 

I 

t· -- less ideo logical 
ore likely Should 

of th Soviet-that occur, the opportun1ti f r 1i' 
Jewish condition c uld i 

In the end, it al I depend 1 he r u r th r i< I . , noted above, the 
safety of Soviet Jews <inf their ngt t to m1gr te depend upon Soviet 
perceptions -- of an American-Jewish cornmunity powerful enough, and 
interested enough, to make the future of Soviet Jews an important subject 
on the American government's agenda. 

We are influential enough. Whether we care enough is the only question; 
care enough to demand of all our elected representatives, month in and 
month out, year in and year out, that they help us in this great task of 
rescue. That depends upon the strength dnd cornrni tment of the Soviet 
Jewry movement in all of the cities throughout the lJnited States, and the 
strength of the Soviet Jewrv movement depends entirelv upon your personal 
.co.mmi1m.eo.t .and _.a.per 

(Theodore R. Mann, a prominent Philadelphia lawyer wi.h the firm Mann and Ungar, is 

Chairman of the National Conference on Soviet Jewry. In his article, he assesses future 

trends in Soviet Jewish emigration tn !Jght of rec e11t changes in ~oviet leadership.) 
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UPDATE ON SHCHARANSKY: THE HUNGER STRIKE 

Jewish Prisoner of Conscience Anatoly Shcharansky* began a hunger strike on September 
27 in Chistopol prison, a strict regime labor camp. His action was undertaken to protest 
the Soviet authorities' confiscation of his mail and their refusal to allow him to receive 
visits from his family, despite such allowances under the Soviet penal system. 

His mother, seventy-seven year-old Ida Milgrom, has received no direct contact from him 
since January 1982 when she visited briefly with him at Chis to pol and was shocked by his 
poor physical appearance. Since then, although in poor health herself, Mrs. Milgrom twice 
made the arduous near 500-mile journey to the prison site from her Moscow home -- in 
April and in July -- with hope of seeing her son. Instead, she received only vague 
information from prison and health officials about his condition. 

Mrs. Milgrom fears that Shcharansky's already weakened state, prior to undertaking the 
hunger strike, coupled with the authorities' continued refusal to release substantial details 
on his status, may signal that he is "near death." In the absence of visiting the prison and 
seeing Shcharansky, there are no means to accu~ately gauge the precarious nature of his 
status. 

On October 10, Mrs. Milgrom visited the Office of Camp Management in Moscow for 
information on her son. Officials there merely stated that he "is alive" and would not 
verify her fears. She planned to remain there until she was granted a meeting with mem
bers of the Central Committee of the Communist Party regarding her son's situation; 
officials, however, chose not to acknowledge her demands. 

Colonel Vyacheslav L. Romanov, an official from the Ministry of Internal Affairs, told 
Mrs. Milgrom on November 9 that her son was in "satisfactory health" and that she would 
be promptly notified should there by any danger to his health. Shortly thereafter, she 
cabled new Soviet leader Ylri Andropov on Shcharansky's behalf, but was informed by a 
Central Committee official that her appeals were to be forwarded to the Procurator 
General in Moscow, Aleksandr M. Rekunkov. 

Mrs. Milgrom and her other son, Leonid, were scheduled to depart for Chistopol on Nov
ember 19. She had again hoped to meet with prison officials to obtain details on Shchar
ansky's status, and planned to remain close to the camp location until authorities satisfied 
her request. However, she was confined to her bed on December 1 as a result of extreme 
emotional and physical stress. Her fragile state was due to concern about her son, who on 
that same day, entered the 65th day of his hunger strike. Mrs. Milgrom and Leonid were 
forced to postpone their journey indefinitely. 

(over ) 
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Medically, Shcharansky has far exceeded the stage at which irreparable biological deteri
oration occurs during a hunger strike. Although several variables must be considered 
(weight, amount of body fat, general health, etc.), nutrition experts at the Cornell Uni
versity Medical School estimate that a hunger striker can sustain life for 30-35 days if 
water is ingested. 

Many observers believe that the authorities, in an effort to keep Shcharansky alive, are 
"force-feeding" him with necessary nutrients. However, according to Iosif Mendelevich, a 
former Prisoner of Conscience who emigrated to Israel in 1980 and who carried on a 54-
day hunger strike during his lengthy incarceration, this procedure can be "more painful 
than a continuous hunger strike" and is a "most fiercely sophisticated form of torture." 
Mendelevich was articifially fed with nutrients through special tubing. Recalling the 
inhumane treatment he received, he wrote: 

Guards enter the cell, attack the prisoner •.• they force open his mouth 
with a special instrument ••• A 0.8 centimeter-diameter tube in placed in 
the prisoner's mouth with direct access to the stomach. 1,000 calories worth 
of liquid food is poured through the tube. If the hunger striker stops the 
flow •.• then the tube is shoved up his nose. 

Aside from the brutal physical treatment, Mendelevich stated that "this type of feeding 
harms the body's metabolism and causes painful headaches and stomach aches. As it is 
given between long breaks, it forces the prisoner to start the hunger strike over and over 
again." 

Although Shcharansky "is alive," as the authorities have stated, his present status remains 
unknown. Data suggests that his life may nevertheless be endangered. 

*Shcharansky was convicted in 1978 of "treason" and "anti-Soviet agitation and pro
paganda" and sentenced to 13 years in a labor camp. 

His wife Avita!, who was pennitted to emigrate to Israel in 1974, is currently in the 
United States to call attention to her husband's plight. She has met with United Nations, 
State Department and White House officials in light of her husband's life-threatening 
situation. 

December 17, 1982 



NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF SOVIET JEWRY- Speech 

Thw state of Soviet Jewry is indeed perilous. You in this audience 

know these facts well and I will not repeat them here. I came to 

underscore to you that this administration knows these facts also and 

is prepared, within its powers, to act on them. 

-- Only last week in Helsinki Secretary Schultz raised the treatment 

of Soviet Jewry with Foreign Minister Gromyko. It was at the top of his 

agenda - not a boiler plate item appended to the supplementary papers 

prepared for this meeting. 

I want to underscore that point. For the Russians are masters of 

protocol. They want to believe that groups such as yours can pressure 

American governments to raise the issue of Soviet jews with them formally 

and for the record. By now, however, they must realize that the P\l~istence 

and prominence given to these matters reflect on the part of this 

Administration personal conviction not merely political convenience. 

-- Some weeks ago the State Department determined what many of you know 

first hand - that the problems of anti-semitism in Russia is not simply 

a matter of folk custom but rather reflects official state policy. 

The anti-semitic writings of so-called scholars such as Lev Korneyer-

who describes Adolf Eichman as a "victim of Zionist terrorists" could not 

be sustained without official government approval. His ravings - and indeed 

I can only call them that - have been favorably reviewed in the Soviet 

official press. Those of us who know and understand the history of the 

Doctors Plot and the Sf ansky Trials know too well the implications of 

last April's creation of an Anti-Zionist Committee of the Soviet Public~ 

for Soviet Jewry - a crackdown has begun - its results are evident to 

us all. 
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...- This Administration wants better relations with the Soviet Union 

and will earnestly seek to secure such better relations. However, it will 

not do so by ignoring the fate of Soviet Jewry. The President's 

references to Soviet Jewry in his speech last week on Soviet-U.S. relations 

tell us that - and more important tell~the Kremlin that. It is this 

analysis of recent events that I wish you most earnestly to understand. 

I want to further add a personal note. The Rabbis have always 

regarded the task of Pidyon SheVuyim - ransoming of the captives - to be 

of especial importance. Indeed the Rambam tells us that the duty to 

ransom captives supersedes the duty of charity to the poor. (Mattenat 

Aniyyim 8:10). For the purpose of ransoming captives you can take money 

set aside for building a synogague - so important is this mitzvah ~ 

commandment. 

Your work for Soviet Jewry is a direct modern analogue of the 

holy activities of Jewish communities throughout Europe to redeem fellow 

jews kept in slavery I commend you for it. 

In that regard I want to make one small historical reference - a 

reference which is important for us to appreciate - at a time when braver 

men certainly than myself can accept prison terms 12 years or more for the 

crime of studying Hebrew. In the Kuzari Yehuda Helevi, the greatest medieval 

jewish poet and theologian, notes that the fact that the jews maintained 

their religious observance while in captivity made them inconvenient 

servants for their (in this case Central Asian) captors. Thus, the captors 

were prepared to sell them back. He states "For the gentiles would have 

apportioned you among them as their slaves were it not for those dates 

that you keep with such strict observance'' By analogy we can only hope 
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that the strength of people like Anatol Scharansky and Yosef Begun 

in maintaining their links to jewish culture and identify, will lead 

the Kremlin to conclude that convenience might dictate greater freedom 

for Soviet Jewry)that they too are inconvenient servants. 

Thus they - arf in an attenuated sense - you - have made of 

obduracy and stubborness not a vice but a virtue. 

Thank you for allowing me to be with you today. 


