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February 4, 1983

Mr. Michale Gale

Office of the Public Liaison
01d Executive Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 2500

Dear Michael,

The 98th Congressional.Class for Soviet Jewry, chaired
by Steve Bartlett(R-TX) and Mel Levine(D-CA), has already
attracted more than fifty freshman members.

A first meeting and reception will be held on Tuesday,
February 8 at 5 p.m. in the Rayburn Building. A number of
congressmen will be joining national and community Jewish
leadership for the event.

Steve Bartlett is in touch with the office of Con-
gressional Liaison at the White House to request a brief
statement from President Reagan. Your help in securing
such a statement would be most appreciated.

I enclose for your information the letter of invitation
for the 98th Class, a list of members and a reference to the
97th Class.

Many thanks.

Sincerely,

David A. Harris
Director
NCSJ Washington.Office

DAH :mkb
Encs.

A coalition of forty major national organizations and over two hundred local community councils and federations
National Office: 10 East 40th Street, Suite 907, New York, N.Y. 10046 ¢ (212) 679-6122/Cable Address: AMCONSQV, N.Y. ¢ Telex: 237311 NCSJ

Washington Office: 2027 Mossachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 ¢ (202) 265-8114
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 15, 1982

Dear Chris:

On behalf of the President, I would like to thank you for your
March 23 letter, cosigned by Congressman Coyne, regarding the
establishment of the 97th Congressional Class for Soviet Jewry.

We are grateful to have this information, and you may be assured
that we share the concerns you have expressed for the remaining
two million Jews in the Soviet Union. I have taken the liberty
of sharing your letter with the appropriate staff members here,
and please know that we look forward to working with you and
your colleagues on this very important issue.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

Kenneth M, Duberstein
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Christopher H. Smith
House of Representacives
Washington, D.C. 20515



" 98th CONGRESSIONAL CLASS FOR SOVIET JEWRY MEMBERS AS

BARTLETT, STEVE(R)
LEVINE, MEL(D)
BERMAN, HOWARD(D)
BOXER, BARBARA(D)
BRYANT, JOHN(D)
BURTON, : DAN(R)
CARR, BOB(D)
COLEMAN, RONALD(D)
DURBIN, RICHARD(D)
LEVIN, SANDER(D)
McCAIN, JOHN(R)
MOODY, JIM(D)
MORRISON, BRUCE(D)
MRAZEK, ROBERT(D)
RICHARDSON, BILL(D)
SIKORSKI, GERRY(D)
SMITH, LARRY(D)
TORRICELLI, ROBERT(D)
VANDERGRIFF, TOM(D)

DALLAS, TX

LOS ANCETES . CA
LOS ANGELES, CA
SAN FRANCISCO, CA
DALLAS, TX
INDIANAPOLIS, IN
LANSIRG, ML

EL PASO, TX
SPRINCFIELD, TLL
DETROLT, Mi
PHOENLX, A7
MILWAUKER , Wi
HAMDEN, ¢

LONG LSLAND, NY
SANTA FE, NM
TWIN CITIES, MN
HOLLYWOOD, FL
METRO, NJ

FT. WORTH, TX

OF 1/18/83:

1233 LHOB
02 CHOB
1022 LHOB
1517 LHOB
506  CHOB
20 cuon
2439 RHOB
1017 LHOB
417  CHOB
$23 0 CHOB
P23 LIoB
1631 THOB
437 CHOB
509 CHOB
1610 LHOB
at4a  CHOB
113  CHOB
317 CHOB
1529 LHOB

{CO-CHAIR. ]
[CO-CHAIR. ]

BORSKI, ROBERT(D)
BIL.IRAKIS, MICHAEL(R)

PATLADELPITA, PA
CLEARWATER, VL

314 CHOB
319 CHOB

AS OF 1/27/83

McNULTY, JAMES(D)

TOWNS, EDOLPHUS(D)

TUSCON, AZ

NY ,NY

MACK, CONNIE ITI(R)

KOLTER, JOE(D)

SARASOTA, ¥T. MYERS

BEAVER FALLS . PA

1338 LiHOB

1009 LHOB

504 CHOB

202 o

AS OF 1/28/83

AS OF 1/31/83

SISISKY, NORMAN(D)

ERDREICH, BEN(D)

RTCHMOND, VA

BIRMINGHAM, AL

KAPTUR, MARCY(D)

EVANS, LANE(D)

TOLEDO, OH

ROCK ISLAND, I@LL

PLog LHOD

AS OF 2/1/83

1630 LHOB

1427 LOHE

AS OF 2/2/83



"98th CONGRESSIONAL CLASS

OWENS, MAJOR(D)

SPRATT, JOHN(D)

CHANDLER, ROD(R)
MACKAY, BUDDY(D)

BROOKIYN, NY
YORK, SC
SEATTLE, WA

CAINESVILLE, FL

AS OF 2/3/83

CHOB

LHOB

CHOB

CHOB

TORRES, ESTABAN(D)
CARPER, THOMAS (D)
LEHMAN, RICHARD(D)
THOMAS, LINDSAY(D)
ROWLAND, J. ROY(D)
MCCLOSKY, FRANK(D)
SLATTERY, JIM(D)
WHEAT, ALAN(D)
REID, HARRY(D)
VALENTINE, TIM(D)
BRITT,ROBIN(D)
KOSTMAYER, PETER(D)
ORITZ, SOLOMON(D)
BOUCHER, FREDERICK(D)
WISE, ROBERT(D)

PENNY, TIMOTHY(D)
FEIGHAN, EDWARD(D)
OLIN, JAMES(D)
COOPER, JIM(D)
MOLLOHAN, ALAN(D)

LOS ANCELES, CA
DELAWARE

LOS ANGELES, CA
SAVANNAH, CA
MASON, GA
EVANSVILLE, IN
TOPEKA, KS$
KANSAS CITY, MO
LAS VECGAS, NV
DURITAM, NC
GREENSBORO, NC
PHTLADELPHLIA, PA
CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
A3TNCTON, VA
CHARL¥STON, W.VA
ROCHESTER, NY
CLEVELAND, Ol
ROANOKE, VA
SHELBYVILLE, TN
WIELLING, W.VA

LHOB
LHOB
LHOB
CHOB
CHOB
CHOB
LHOB
LHOB
LHOB
LHOB
CHOB
CHoOB
LHOB
LHOB
LHOB
CHOB
LHOB
LHOB
CHOB
CHOB



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
February 11,‘1983

Dear David:

I want to take this opportunity to congratulate you

on your successful conference for the Freshman Class
for Soviet Jewry. It was with great pleasure that I
had the opportunity to deliver the President's message
to your gathering.

I also want to take this opportunity to thank you for
providing me with a copy of your Soviet Jewry handbook
which I have already had an opportunity to review and
use. The material that is contained in this handbook
is an excellent resource for me in my position as
Jewish liaison. It provides a comprehensive overview
of the Soviet Jewry issue and will be extremely benefi-
cial in my dealings with members of the Administration
as well as with members of the American Jewish community.
I look forward to receiving any updates you may issue
to the handbook.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to address your
gathering and for providing me with a copy of your
handbook. I look forward to working with you in

the future and if I can ever be of assistance, please
do not hesitate to contact me.

Sinc§rely,

/// - o,
S AR
/,/14’—’ i ~

‘Michael R. Gale
Deputy Special Assistant
to the President

R 2 e
it -

Mr. David Harris

National Conference on Soviet Jewry
2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
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National Conference on Soviet Jewry

NATIONAL CHAIRMAN

THEODORE R. MANN

March 22, 1983

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

™

Dear President Raagan:

Mrs. Kirkpatrick represented our nation with
great competence last week at the World Conference on
Soviet Jewry held in Jerusalem. lhe American dele-
gates -- over 500 Jows and Christians from many cities
throughout America -- were justifiably proud of her
participation, and exceedingly pleased by your message
to the Conference, which she read to them.

The purpose of this tetter (s siwply to oXpress
ny deep sense of appreciation to you, personzily and
on behalf of the American delegation, bo+-h for makinyg
Mrs. Kirkpatrick's parricipation possible and for your
own most sianificant messadge.,

Rospoctiarly,

CHEODORE R. MANN

TRM:bbp
cc:  Jeanc . RLIRpalts o<
Michacl Sale

UFFWCE OF TrE CHa HVAr 1271 000 TERNA ot il aRE PriocADRELPHIA o 39163 « 12150 7 20 51002
NATIONAL OFFICE 70 EAST 40T STREET SUGTE 307 NEW YORK NY 10016 « 12121679 &i1s2
WASHINGTON OFFICE 20C¢7 MASSLACRUSETTS AVENUE WNW WASHINGTON L O £D03F - 12021265 - 814
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 5, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO MICHAEL GALE

FROM: JIM MEDAS(\?\[\

SUBJECT: PROCLAMATION FOR SOVIET JEWRY SOLIDARITY DAY

e i . . - - - 8 -

Attached, for your information, 1s a copy of a proclamation
by Governor Robert Orr (R-Indiana) for Soviety Jewry
Solidarity Day, March 15th.
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?ff National Conference onSoviet Jewry

April 19, 1983

Mr. Michael Gale

Office of Public Liaison
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Michael:

I am glad you were able to be at the Jerusalem Conference.
It was an important event and part of the measure of its
success is the Soviet reaction. They've been put on the
defensive and have decided to create an aggressive counter-
offensive. Their need to justify and explain the position
of the Jewish minority is an important byproduct of our
meeting.

We appreciate your role in helping bring the Administration's
viewpoint before the American delegation, and to the delegates
from the many countries represented. This Administration was
very ably represented in the person of Ambassador Jeane Kirk-
patrick. Her presence, and the President's remarks, were
instrumental in forcing the Soviet Union to respond. Your
role in assisting this process was much appreciated by the
National Conference on Soviet Jewry, and the entire U.S.
delegation.

With continued best wishes, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

cutive Director

Jg/rb

A coalition of forty major national organizations and over two hundred local community councils and federations
National Office: 10 East 40th Street, Suite 907, New York, N.Y. 10016 ¢ (212) 679-6122/Cable Address: AMCONSOV, N.Y. ¢ Telex: 237311 NCY

Washington Office: 2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 ¢ (202) 265-8114
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOVIET JEWRY
10 East 40th Street Suite 907
New York, New York 10016

STATEMENT ON MADRID CONFERENCE

The National Conference on Soviet Jewry remains a firm supporter of the "Helsinki
process”, which began with the first Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, in
Helsinki, in 1975. '

We are pleased that the present Administration has viewed the process as an impor-
tant instrument to help ensure the security of people and nations. While we are aware of

the limits of the Helsinki Final Act, the basic accords should continue to be a part of U.S.
foreign policy. :

We now take note of the final document approved at the current meeting of the
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Madrid. We are cognizant of the fact that the
head of the U.S. delegation, Ambassador Max M. Kampelman, has eloquently articulated
the issue of human rights, giving particular attention to the plight of Soviet Jews. We also
appreciate the concern of our NATO allies, and of those neutral and non-aligned nations
who have supported the U.S. position. ’

We find little solace, however, in the compromise agreement reached at the Madrid
meeting. While we welcome the promise of a follow-up special meeting on human rights
scheduled to occur two years hence, and the promise of a meeting on emigration to be
held three years hence, Jews in the Soviet Union continue to languish in prison, to suffer
increasingly restricted access to higher education and employment, and are victims of a

rampant anti-Semitic campaign, including that in the media, organized under the guise of
"anti-Zionism".

That two families of Pentecostals have emigrated from the U.S.S.R. may be a sign
of hope, and we rejoice in their good fortune. There are, however, between 3 - 400,000
Jews who have taken the first step in the process to be repatriated to Israel, and are still
waiting. There are families who have been trying for over a decade. The final document
may continue to leave them in limbo, and in peril, for years.

Recent public statements suggest that promises of Soviet action on human rights
are soon 10 be implemented. We await evidence of a positive change in the near future
and, of course, we would welcome significant progress.

In the meantime we will continue to monitor events and to speak the truth.

July 28, 1983




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
May 18, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR HOWARD TEICHER
FROM: MICHAEL R. GALE

SUBJECT: Solidarity Day

On Sunday, May 22nd, the New York Conference on Soviet
Jewry will be sponsoring its annual Solidarity Day for
Soviet Jewry. Solidarity Day is an annual event which
attracts aporoximately 150,000 people who demonstrate
in support of Soviet Jewry.

In the past the Reagan Administration has been represented
by Richard Allen and Jeane Kirkpatrick. New York Conference
on Soviet Jewry askeddeane Kirkpatrick to again address them
this year. Originally Ambassador Kirkpatrick indicated that
she would not do so, unless Judge Clark or the President
personally instructed her to do so. However, according to
the organization, she has accepted their invitation to
address them this Sunday.

In addition, the organization has requested a message from
the President to be delivered by Senator D'Amato. This
request originated with Ambassador Richard Fairbanks of the
State Department. Paula Dobriansky has drafted such a memo
and has sent it to Dodie Livingston for her approval. I
have contacted Ken Duberstein's office for their approval
that Senator D'Amato deliver the message. I have not heard
from Duberstein's office, nor have I heard from Dodie
Livingston's office.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
May 9, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY

THRU ; JONATHAN VIPOND III
FROM MICHAEL R. GALEﬁme%V
SUBJECT: Solidarity Day

Solidarity Day for Soviet Jewry will be held
on Sunday, May 22nd at Dag Hammarskijold Plaza
in New York. The Greater New York Conference
on Soviet Jewry, which sponsors the event, has
invited Vice President Bush to be the keynote
speaker. Unfortunately, his schedule will not
allow him to participate. The Conference has
extended an invitation to Ed Meese to serve as
the keynote speaker. I would recommend that
you send a memo to Mr. Meese recommending his
participation. If he is unable to do so, we
ought to try to arrange for a member of the
Cabinet, possibly, Bill Brock, or maybe Paul
Laxalt as Chairman of the Republican National
Committee, to represent the Administration.

The President has been very supvortive and

active in the Soviet Jewry movement. A high

level Administration official's participation

will underscore the importance the President
places on the issue of Soviet Jewry. The failure
of the Administration to provide such a high~level
reprezentative will be seen in the American Jewish
community as a backing away from the President's
support of the American Jewish community and

of the Soviet Jewry movement. In the past, the
Reagan Administration has been represented by
Richard Allen in 1981 and Ambassador Jeane
Kirkpatrick in 1982. I have spoken with George
Klein who is active in The Greater New York Conference
on Soviet Jewry and he stresses that in order not
to send a wrong signal to the American Jewish
community and the Soviet Union, we need to have
the Administration represented by a high level
official as possible. He personally has tried

to arrange for Secretary Shultz to attend, but the
Secretary's schedule will not permit him to attend.
George's bottom line is that basically that the Administration
should be represented by a household name.
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indicated

Other Remarks
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The wom G the Geeator Now York Conference on Sovics

May €, 1983

Fdwin Meese III

Counsellor to the President
The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. Meese:

We are writing to invite you to be the keynote speaker for the more than
150,000 residents of the Greater New York Area whc will assemble opposite
the United Nations at Dag Hammarskjold Plaza on Sunday afternoon, May 22,
1983, for the 12th annual Solidarity Sunday for Soviet Jewry. This event
will be the single largest public manifestation of support for Soviet
Jews in the world this vear, and your presence would underscore the
American commitment to Soviet Jews, as well as deep concern about the
virtual halt in Jewish emigration from the USSR.

In the history of the contemporary Soviet Jewry movement, the plight of
Soviet Jews has never been more desperate. 1In recent months, leaders of
the Jewish communities in virtually everv major Soviet city have been
arrested, Soviet anti-Semitism has grown significantly in intensity, and
official harassment of Soviet Jewish activists and refuseniks has reached
an all-time high. Soviet Jewish emigration has fallen from more than
51,000 in 1979 to a projected total of less than 1,500 this year, and the
very survival of the third largest Jewish community in the world is now
at stake.

This situation demands a major response in keeping with our nation's
tradition of support for those who cherish liberty and religious freedom.
Ve believe you would be an appropriate spokesman for this message in
1983, as someone who shares our concern, and has alwavs been steadfast in
his support for this humanitarian cause. Your presence would underscore
the importance the Administration attaches to this matter. We would hope
your address would also include a personal message from President Reagan,
because this year, a special effort is needed to penetrate the Kremlin
walls.

Thank you for vour consideration. We await vour response.

Sincerely yours,

Zeesy Schnur
Executive Director

Seymour P. Lachman
Chairman

v possible through e financial support of the United Jewdsh Appeol of Greater New York and the Federation of Jewish Phianthropies.
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National Conference on Soviet Jewry

May 27, 1983

Mr. Michael Gale

Office of Public Liaison
0ld Executive Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20506

Dear Michael:

With the grain negotiations to take place between the United
States and the Soviet Union 1in the very near future, I am
writing to ask your help to insure that U.S. concern over

the decline in emigration and Soviet treatment of Prisoners

of Conscience and refuseniks will be addressed by the American
participants at an appropriate time during the discussions.

Also, for your information, I enclose the text of 5. Con.

Res. 11, sponsored by Senators Mitchell, Packwood and Moynihan,
which was adopted by the Senate on April 15, 1983. You will
note the reference to raising the Soviet Jewry issue at

various contact points, including grain negotiations. A

similar resolution in the House (H. Con. Res. 63), now has

more than 180 co-sponsors, but has not yet come before the
Human Rights Sub-Committee.

With many thanks and much appreciation for your help in this
matter.

Sincerely,

David A. Harris, Director
Washington Office

DAH:rls
Enc.

A coalition of forty major national organizations and over two hundred local community councils and federations

Notionol Office: 10 East 40th Street, Suite 907, New York, N.Y. 10016  (212) 679-6122/Cable Address: AMCONSOV, N.Y. ® Telex: 237311 NCSJ
Washington Office: 2027 Mossachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 ¢ (202) 265-8114 LT

<















‘National

' Sovnet
.lewry

UPDATE ON SHCHARANSKY: THE HUNGER STRIKE

Jewish Prisoner of Conscience Anatoly Shcharansky* began a hunger strike on September
27 in Chistopol prison, a strict regime labor camp. His action was undertaken to protest
the Soviet authorities' confiscation of his mail and their refusal to allow him to receive
visits from his family, despite such allowances under the Soviet penal system.

His mother, seventy-seven year-old Ida Milgrom, has received no direct contact from him
since January 1982 when she visited briefly with him at Chistopol and was shocked by his
poor physical appearance. Since then, although in poor health herself, Mrs. Milgrom twice
made the arduous near 500-mile journey to the prison site from her Moscow home -- in
April and in July -- with hope of seeing her son. Instead, she received only vague
information from prison and health officials about his condition.

Mrs. Milgrom fears that Shcharansky's already weakened state, prior to undertaking the
hunger strike, coupled with the authorities' continued refusal to release substantial details
on his status, may signal that he is "near death." In the absence of visiting the prison and
seeing Shcharansky, there are no means to accurately gauge the precarious nature of his
status.

On October 10, Mrs. Milgrom visited the Office of Camp Management in Moscow for
information on her son. Officials there merely stated that he "is alive” and would not
verify her fears. She planned to remain there until she was granted a meeting with mem-
bers of the Central Committee of the Communist Party regarding her son's situation;
officials, however, chose not to acknowledge her demands.

Colonel Vyacheslav L. Romanov, an official from the Ministry of Internal Affairs, told
Mrs. Milgrom on November 9 that her son was in "satisfactory health" and that she would
be promptly notified should there by any danger to his health. Shortly thereafter, she
cabled new Soviet leader Yuri Andropov on Shcharansky's behalf, but was informed by a
Central Committee official that her appeals were to be forwarded to the Procurator
General in Moscow, Aleksandr M. Rekunkov.

Mrs. Milgrom and her other son, Leonid, were scheduled to depart for Chistopol on Nov-
ember 19. She had again hoped to meet with prison officials to obtain details on Shchar-
ansky's status, and planned to remain close to the camp location until authorities satisfied
her request. However, she was confined to her bed on December | as a result of extreme
emotional and physical stress. Her fragile state was due to concern about her son, who on
that same day, entered the 65th day of his hunger strike. Mrs. Milgrom and Leonid were
forced to postpone their journey indefinitely.

( over )
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Medically, Shcharansky has far exceeded the stage at which irreparable biological deteri-
oration occurs during a hunger strike. Although several variables must be considered
(weight, amount of body fat, general health, etc.), nutrition experts at the Cornell Uni-
versity Medical School estimate that a hunger striker can sustain life for 30-35 days if
water is ingested.

Many observers believe that the authorities, in an effort to keep Shcharansky alive, are
"force-feeding" him with necessary nutrients. However, according to losif Mendelevich, a
former Prisoner of Conscience who emigrated to Israel in 1980 and who carried on a 54-
day hunger strike during his lengthy incarceration, this procedure can be "more painful
than a continuous hunger strike" and is a "most fiercely sophisticated form of torture."
Mendelevich was articifially fed with nutrients through special tubing. Recalling the
inhumane treatment he received, he wrote:

Guards enter the cell, attack the prisoner . . . they force open his mouth
with a special instrument . . . A 0.8 centimeter-diameter tube in placed in
the prisoner's mouth with direct access to the stomach. 1,000 calories worth
of liquid food is poured through the tube. If the hunger striker stops the
flow . .. then the tube is shoved up his nose.

Aside from the brutal physical treatment, Mendelevich stated that "this type of feeding
harms the body's metabolism and causes painful headaches and stomach aches. As it is
given between long breaks, it forces the prisoner to start the hunger strike over and over
again."

Although Shcharansky "is alive," as the authorities have stated, his present status remains
unknown. Data suggests that his life may nevertheless be endangered.

*Shcharansky was convicted in 1978 of "treason" and "anti-Soviet agitation and pro-
paganda" and sentenced to 13 years in a labor camp.

His wife Avital, who was permitted to emigrate to Israel in 1974, is currently in the
United States to call attention to her husband's plight. She has met with United Nations,
State Department and White House officials in light of her husband's life-threatening
situation.

December 17, 1982



NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF SOVIET JEWRY- Speech

Thw state of Soviet Jewry is indeed perilous. You in this audience
know these facts well and I will not repeat them here. I came to
underscore to you that this administration knows these facts also and
is prepared, within its powers, to act on them.

=+ Only last week in Helsinki Secretary Schultz raised the treatment
of Soviet Jewry with Foreign Minister Gromyko. It was at the top of his
agenda - not a boiler plate item appended to the supplementary papers
prepared for this meeting.

I want to underscore that point. For the Russians are masters of
protocol. They want to believe that groups such as yours can pressure
American governments to raise the issue of Soviet jews with them formally
and for the record. By now, however, they must realize that the ﬁ%ﬁéistence
and prominence given to these matters reflect on the part of this
Administration personal conviction not merely political convenience.

—= Some weeks ago the State Department determined what many of you know
first hand - that the problems of anti-semitism in Russia is not simply
a matter of folk custom but rather reflects official state policy.

The anti-semitic writings of so-called scholars such as Lev Korneyer-
who describes Adolf Eichman as a 'victim of Zionist terrorists' could not
be sustained without official government approval. His ravings - and indeed
I can only call them that - have been favorably reviewed in the Soviet
official press. Those of us who know and understand the history of the
Doctors Plot and the Stansky Trials know too well the implications of
last April's creation of an Anti—Zionist Committee of the Soviet Public,

f%r Soviet Jewry - a crackdown has begun - its results are evident to

us all.




~~ This Administration wants better relations with the Soviet Union
and will earnestly seek to secure such better relations. However, it will
not do so by ignoring the fate of Soviet Jewry. The President's
references to Soviet Jewry in his speech last week on Soviet-U.S. relations
tell us that - and more important tellsthe Kremlin that. It is this
analysis of recent events that I wish you most earnestly to understand.

I want to further add a personal note. The Rabbis have always
regarded the task of Pidyon She¥uyim - ransoming of the captives - to be
of especial importance. Indeed the Rambam tells us that the duty to
ransom captives supersedes the duty of charity to the poor. (Mattenat
Aniyyim 8:10). For the purpose of ransoming captives you can take money
set aside for building a synogague - so important is this mitzvah g\
commandment .

Your work for Soviet Jewry is a direct modern analogue of the
holy activities of Jewish communities throughout Europe to redeem fellow
jews kept in slavery - I commend you for it.

In that regard I want to make one small historical reference - a
reference which is important for us to appreciate — at a time when braver
men certainly than myself can accept prison terms 12 years or more for the
crime of studying Hebrew. In the Kuzari Yehuda Helevi, the greatest medieval
jewish poet and theologian, notes that the fact that the jews maintained
their religious observance while in captivity made them inconvenient
servants for their (in this case Central Asian) captors. Thus, the captors
were prepared to sell them back. He states "For the gentiles would have
apportioned you among them aé their slaves were it not for those dates

that you keep with such strict observance" By analogy we can only hope



that the strength of people like Anatol Scharansky and Yosef Begun
in maintaining their links to jewish culture and identify, will lead
the Kremlin to conclude that convenience might dictate greater freedom
for Soviet Jeer)that they too are inconvenient servants.

Thus they - aﬁjin an attenuated sense - you - have made of

obduracy and stubborness not a vice but a virtue,

Thank you for allowing me to be with you today.



