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o The size of the 1982 Soviet grain crop. USDA recently
reduced its projection for the 1982 Soviet grain crop
from 200 to 185 mmt;

o Hard-currency constraints. Increasing Soviet hard
currency constraints or a decision by Western bankers
to curtail short-term credits could hamper Moscow's
import intentions;

o U.S.-U.S.S.R. trading relations;

o The extent to which the Soviets will allow increased
dependence on imported grains; and

o Soviet port capacity. Currently Soviet grain import
capacity is 45-50 mmt per year.

The Soviets . could-obtain:mostg if _not- -all;-of next marketing”
year's grain _import_requirements-from exporters_ other than_the
United Stateés. Some 10 mmt of wheat and coarse grains from .
Argentina, Canada, Hungary, Thailand, and Brazil are guaranteed
to the U.S.S.R. under long-term agreements negotiated following
the U.S. grain embargo in 1980. These and other exporting
countries have either made commitments or are making plans to
sell the Soviets an additional 19.1 mmt of wheat and coarse
grains during July 1982-June 1983. Excluding the exportable
supplies of U.S. grain, there will exist on the world market
62.2 mmt of wheat and coarse grains from which the Soviets
could satisfy their remaining estimated import requirements of
12 mmt. *




Exporting
Country

Canada
Australia
Argentina
EC
Thailand
Brazil
Other
Western
Countries

(excluding
Uu.s.)

Eastern
Europe

Total
Exports
(excluding

US and USSR)

Wheat and Coarse Grain Exports
July 1982 - June 1983

Projected
Exports
to all
Destina-
tions

24.3

15.6

91.2

* no LTA with USSR

(mmt)
LTA

Commitments
to USSR

10.0

Current
Projected
Sales to
USSR in
Excess of
LTA Com-
mitments

19.1

Balance
for other
Destina-
tions or
Further
Sales of
to USSR

14.3
12.6
6.7

17.0

62.2



















