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= TALKING POINTS

Vol. V, No. 13, November 26, 1985

e ™
“A Fresh Start” in U.S.-Soviet Relations

"In a very real sense, preparations for the summit started
not months ago but five years ago when -- with the help of
Congress -- we began strengthening our economy, restoring our
national will, and rebuilding our defenses and alliances.
America is once again strong -- and our strength has given us
the ability to speak with confidence and see that no
opportunity to advance freedom and peace is lost. We must not
now abandon policies that work."

- President Ronald Reagan
November 21, 1985

The Summit Concludes on a Positive Note

President Reagan extended an invitation to meet with
Soviet Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev after the Soviet leader -
the fourth in three years - came to power in March, 1985,

The four-part agenda focused on arms control, human
rights, regional conflicts and issues of mutual interest, such
as economics and trade.

Afterwards, a joint U.S. - Soviet statement noted the two
superpowers had agreed on several items, including the
importance of on-going dialogue to resolve serious differences
separating the two nations.

Americans Support Reagan’s Handling of Foreign Policy

Surveys showed Reagan left for Geneva bearing the
strongest support in four years for his foreign policy, as well
has the highest rating ever for his handling of relations with
the Soviet Union.

Reagan's decision to meet with Gorbachev received the
overwhelming support of the American people. And he returned
from Geneva to say with confidence: '"We moved arms control
forward."













