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Document excerpt:

Questions:

1. What s the first word you think of when you hear the name George Washington? Why?

2. Read the first sentence in the excerpt. List three challenges George Washington and his generation
faced.

3. List three challenges you and your generation face.

4. How can problems be seen as opportunities? Do you have any examples to share?

5. What problem did George Washington face that became an opportunity?

6. What is America’s current frontier? Describe and explain. Provide an example.

7. Based on the excerpt above, do you think President Reagan was an optimist or a pessimist? Underline
the phrase or sentence which best supports your answer.

8. Do you think President Reagan thought President Washington was a role model? Circle the phrase or

sentence which best supports your answer.

Vocabulary: Define-

Determination Opportunity
Frontier Role Model

Connections to California Standards:

5.5 Students explain the causes of the American Revolution.

5.7 Students describe the people and events associated with the development of the U.S. Constitution and analyze the
Constitution’s significance as the foundation of the American republic.

8.2 Students analyze the political principles underlying the U.S. Constitution and compare the enumerated and implied
powers of the federal government.

11.1 Students analyze the significant events in the founding of the nation and its attempts to realize the philosophy of
government described in the Declaration of Independence.

12.1 Students explain the fundamental principles and moral values of American democracy as expressed in the U.S.
Constitution and other essential documents of American democracy.
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