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The Thanksgiving Day Proclamation

New York, October 3, 1789
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Document excerpt:

Questions:

1.

2.

Circle what you think are the three most important words in the excerpt. Explain why you chose those three
words.
Read the Preamble to the Constitution of the United States of America below:

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic
Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty
to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.

3.

Underline the five words which you see in both the preamble to the Constitution and the excerpt from the
Thanksgiving Proclamation.

List and describe two major events which had occurred in the decade prior to 1789.

How do you think the two events described in question number four influenced the writing of the
Thanksgiving Proclamation?

What kinds of activities do we engage in today to show our appreciation for our Constitution and our
democracy?

Connections to California Common Core Literacy in History/Social Science Standards:

Analyze seminal documents of historical and literary significance including how they address related themes
and concepts.

Analyze seventeenth-eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational U.S. documents of historical and
literary significance for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features.

Draw evidence from literary or information texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
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