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Biography

Brief Biography

William H. Tobey is an academic fellow specializing in issues of nonproliferation and
control of nuclear matters, and he served as a government official specializing in
these same areas.

William H. Tobey graduated from Northwestern University in 1981 with a Bachelor
of Science in Communication Studies. He then earned a Master of Public Policy
specializing in International Security at the Harvard Kennedy School, 1984

From January 1985 to February 1986 he was an advisor on the U.S. Delegation to
the Nuclear and Space Talks. Tobey joined the Reagan Administration White House
National Security Council staff in 1986 as the Director of Defense Programs and
Arms Control. He would also serve on the NSC for George H.W. Bush and George W.
Bush’s administration continuing his work in defense policy, arms control, and
counterproliferation strategy. While serving on the NSC staff, Tobey participated in
international negotiations ranging from the START talks with the Soviet Union to
the Six Party Talks with North Korea. 

From 2006-2009, Tobey was Deputy Administrator for Defense Nuclear
Nonproliferation at the National Nuclear Security Administration. This newly formed
sub-agency of the Department of Energy was created to help manage the U.S.
government's program to prevent nuclear proliferation and terrorism by detecting,
securing, and disposing of dangerous nuclear material.

At various times during his career, Tobey has had experience in investment
banking and venture capital.

As of 2020, Tobey serves on the Nuclear and Radiation Studies Board of the
National Academies of Sciences Engineering and Medicine, chairs the board of the
World Institute for Nuclear Security and is a Senior Fellow at the Harvard Kennedy
Center’s Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs.

Scope and Content Note
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The William Tobey collection consists of two series: SERIES I: Subject File; and
SERIES II: SDI Publications.
 

 

Series List

SERIES I: SUBJECT FILE

SERIES II: SDI PUBLICATIONS

Last Modified Date
2024-08-16

SERIES I: SUBJECT FILE
RAC Box 1

Status Title
CLOSED ABM Treaty II (1)-(9)
CLOSED ABM Treaty – Gov (1)(2)
CLOSED ABM Treaty Negotiating History (1)-(6)
CLOSED ABM Treaty Review [1982-1988] (1)-(12)
CLOSED ABM Treaty Review [1987-1988] (1)-(3)
CLOSED ABM Treaty Studies (1)-(5)
CLOSED ASAT Arms Control (1)(2)
CLOSED ACIS [Arms Control Impact Statements] (1)-(11)
CLOSED Current ACIS [Arms Control Impact Statement] (empty)
RAC Box 2

Status Title
CLOSED Arms Control Proposals
CLOSED ARROW [Experiment]
CLOSED CW
CLOSED Congressional Letters
CLOSED Defense Budget (1)-(3)
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Status Title
CLOSED FY 1988 Defense Authorization Bill
CLOSED DOD Reports (1)(2)
CLOSED D&S Treaty (1)-(11)
CLOSED DST XI
CLOSED DST Instructions (empty)
CLOSED D&S Suggestions
CLOSED Deployment Paper (1)-(5)
CLOSED Early Deployment (1)-(8)
CLOSED Garlington/Cooper
CLOSED Letter to Gorbachev
CLOSED Letter to Gorbachev Themes
CLOSED Grip 22 (1)-(3)
CLOSED Grip 26 (1)(2)
CLOSED Grip 38 (1)(2)
CLOSED Grip 50 (1)-(4)
CLOSED Grip 51 (1)-(3)
CLOSED Grip 55
CLOSED Grip 61 (1)(2)
RAC Box 3

Status Title
CLOSED GRIP, All Other (1)-(14)
CLOSED Hardware (1)-(5)
CLOSED Joint Statement (1)(2)
CLOSED K Radar – ABM Treaty Review (1)-(3)
CLOSED Krasnoyarsk 11/21/1988 (1)(2)
CLOSED LCI PD [Legally Correct Interpretation]
CLOSED February 2 NSPG (1)-(5)
CLOSED February 9 NSPG
CLOSED November 20 NSPG (1)(2)
CLOSED NST [Nuclear and Space Talks] (1)-(8)
CLOSED NST VI (1)-(6)
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Status Title
CLOSED NST Round VI Instructions (1)-(4)
CLOSED NST Round VII
RAC Box 4

Status Title
CLOSED NST VIII (1)(2)
CLOSED NST Round VIII (1)-(9)
CLOSED NST Round X Instructions (1)-(6)
CLOSED Nunn-Levin
CLOSED Nunn Statements (1)-(3)
CLOSED OPP [Other Physical Principals] – Article V (1)-(7)
CLOSED Predictability Protocol
CLOSED Presidential Statements
CLOSED Public Diplomacy (1)-(3)
CLOSED Queen Match (1)(2)
CLOSED Reykjavik Briefing Book (1)-(5)
CLOSED Risk Reduction Centers
CLOSED Sharing II (1)-(3)
CLOSED April 1987 Shultz-Shevardnadze Meeting (1)-(6)
CLOSED March 1988 FON Ministerial Meeting (1)-(4)

CLOSED Soviet June 11, May 29 [June 1986-September 1986] (1)-
(5)

CLOSED Soviet ABM Breakout (1)-(4)
RAC Box 5

Status Title
CLOSED Analyses of Soviet D&S Positions (1)-(3)
CLOSED SCC I [Standing Consultative Commission]
CLOSED SCC II (1)-(6)
CLOSED SDI Allied Issues (1)-(8)
CLOSED SDI and Congress (1)-(13)
CLOSED Gorbachev and SDI (1)-(3)
CLOSED SDI Mafia (1)-(3)
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Status Title
CLOSED SDI NSDD (1)-(4)
CLOSED SDI Restructuring I
CLOSED SDI Restructuring II (1)-(4)
CLOSED START Proposals
CLOSED Talking Points (1)-(5)
RAC Box 6

Status Title
CLOSED Testing in Space (1)-(8)
CLOSED Timbie/Nitze Affair (1)(2)
CLOSED Thresher Rain (1)-(14)
OPEN US-USSR Space Cooperation (1)(2)
CLOSED Veto (1)-(4)
CLOSED VIP Visit (1)-(3)
CLOSED Washington Summit (1)-(7)
CLOSED Prelude to Summit (1)-(6)
CLOSED Summit Talking Points Background Papers
CLOSED Intel Soviet Washington Summit Moves (1)(2)
SERIES II: SDI PUBLICATIONS
RAC Box 7

Status Title

CLOSED Military ABM US [DOD Space Laser Program Plan
04/15/1982]

CLOSED Military ABM US [FSS Study] [10/13/1983] (Binder) (1)-(4)
OPEN SDI Briefing Book to NSC 10/01/1985

CLOSED Special Projects  [Martin Marietta] [06/30/1986] (Binder)
(1)-(3)

OPEN / DIGITIZED Soviet Active Measures Against the Strategic Defense
Initiative (SDI) October 1986

OPEN SDI Phased Deployment [11/22/1986]

CLOSED SDIO Special Access Program Security Classification Guide
December 1986
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Status Title
CLOSED Sharing Options 12/23/1986
OPEN DOE Strategic Defense Research Plan FY 1987

CLOSED Recommendations for Increasing United States Heavy-Lift
Space Launch Capability  04/29/1987

OPEN Report on Restructured SDI Program (NSDD 261) 
04/30/1987

OPEN Status of SDI Cost Initiatives and Analysis May 1987

OPEN Report to the Congress on the Strategic Defense Initiative
Deployment Schedule  05/12/1987

OPEN SDIO: Strategic Defense System (SDS) Concept Paper
06/17/1987

OPEN SDIO: Strategic Defense System (SDS) Program Plan
06/29/1987

OPEN Strategic Defense System (Volume I – System Concept
Paper – Capstone) 07/08/1987

OPEN Strategic Defense System (Volume II – System Concept
Paper – SDS Phase I)  07/08/1987 (Binder) (1)(2)

OPEN Strategic Defense System: System Concept Paper (Volume
III 07/08/1987)

OPEN Journal of Defense Research: SDI Part I  09/17/1987

OPEN Report to the Congress on the Strategic Defense Initiative 
04/23/1988 (Binder) (1)-(4)

CLOSED Arms Control Impact Statement FY 1989
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